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Ahora bien, dueo el Curuy iraedme, tenor huSsfted, aquesos 
libros, que los quiero ver. Que me place, retpondiS el, y en« 
irando, en su aposenio, sac6 d6l una maletilla vi^a cerrada 
con uka cadeniUa, y obriendola, haUd en eUa ires libros grandes 
y ^nios papeles de muy buena letra escriios de mano.'^DoN 
Quixote, Parte I. Capitulo 32. 

It is mighty welly said the prieet ; pray, landlord, bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to aee them. With all my 
hefirt, answered the hoist; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took.dit tbc6e large voliunes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.<*^Aayi8's 
Translation* . 
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Hear, Land o* Cakes and britbet Soott, 
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An' faith hell pient it. 
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CHAPTER L 

. ASf to th^ Autumn breexe's bugfe-soniid» 
Various and vague the dry leaves dance their round ; 
Or, from*^the gamer-door, on sether borne. 
The chaff flies dewiom from the winnow d eom ; 
So vagiie, ao devious, at the breath of heaven. 
From their fix'd aim are mortal counsels driv'n. 

We left Caleb Balderstone in the extre- 
mity of triumph at the success of his va- 
rious atchievements for the honour of the 
house of RavenswooeL When he had mus* 
tered aad marshalled his dishes of divers 

kindS) a more royal provision had not been 

» 

seen in Wolf's Crag, since the funeral feast 
of its deceased lord. Great was the glory of^ 
the serving-msn, as he deearwl the old oa]& 
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en table with a clean cloth» and arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
wild-fowl, with a glance, every now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 
roaster and his guests ; and with many a 
story, more or less true^ was L^ockhard 
that evening regaled concerning the an- 
cient grandeur of Wolfs Crag, and the 
sway of its Barons over the country in their 
neighbourhood. 

*^ A vassal scarce held a calf or a lamb 
his ain, 'till he had first asked if the Lord 
of Ravens wood was pleased to accept it ; 
and they were obliged to ask the lord's 
consent before they married in these days, 
and mony a merry tale they tell about that 
right as weel as others. And although,-' 
said Caleb, " these times are not like the 
gude auld times, when authority had its 
right, yet, tfue it is, Mr Lockhard, and you 
ydiirsell may partly have remarked, that 
we of the House of Ravenswood do our 
endeavour in keeping up, by all just and 
lawful exeurtlon of our baronial authority, 
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that due and fitting connection betwixt su- 
perior and vassal^ whilk is in some danger 
of falling into desuetude, owing to the ge- 
neral license and misrule of these present 
unhappy times^" 

" Umph r said Mr Lockhard ; " and if I 
may enquire, Mr Balderstone, pray do you 
find your people at the village yonder 
amenable ? for I must needs say, that at Ra- 
venswood Castle, now pertaining to my 
master, the Lord Keeper, ye liave not left 
behind ye the mQSt compliant set of te- 
nantry/' 

•« Ah ! but Mr Lockhard," replied Caleb, 
^ ye must consider ther^ has been a change 
of handfi, and the auld lord might expect 
twa turns frae them, when the new comer 
canna get ane. A dour and fractious. set 
they were, thae tenants of Ravens wood, and 
ill to live wi' when they dinna ken their 
master — and if your master put them mad 
ance, the whole coutitry will not put them 
down«" 

^ Troth," said Mr Lockhard, " an such 
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be the case, I think the wisest thing for us 
a' wad be to hammer up a match between 
your young lord and our winsome young 
leddy up bye there ; and Sir William ihight 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown- 
sleeve, and he wad sune cuitle another out 
o' somebody else, sic a lang head as he has.*^ 

Caleb shook his head.—" I wish," he 
said, •* I wish that may answer, Mr Lock- 
hard. There are auld prophecies about 
this bouse I wad like ill to see fulfilled wi* 
my auld e'en, that faae seen evil aneugh al* 
ready.'^ 

^ Pshaw! never mind freits/* said his 
brother butler j ** if the young folk liked 
ane anither, they wad make a winsome cou- 
pie. But, to say truth, there is a leddy sits 
in our hall-nook, maun have her hand in 
that as weel as in every other job. But 
there's no harm in drinking to their healths^ 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir- 
der's canary.'* - 

While they thus enjoyed themselves in 
the kitchen, the company in the hall were 
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not less pleasantly engaged. So s(k>n as 
Rarenswood had determined upon g^iving 
the Lord Keeper such hospitality as he hid 
to offtTy he deemed it incumbent on him to 
assume the open and courteous brow of a 
well-pleased host. It has been often re- 
marked^ that when a man commences by 
acting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting it in good earnest. In the course 
of an hour or two, Ravenswood, to his own 
surprise^ found himself in the situation of 
one who frankly does his best to entertain 
welcome and honoured guests. How much 
of this change in his disposition was to be 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
Miss Ashton, to the readiness with which 
she accommodated herself to the inconve- 
niences of her situation — how much to the . 
smooth and plausible conversation of the 
Lprd Keeper, remarkably gifted with those 
words which win the ear, must be left to 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
Ravenswood was insensible to neither. 
The l»ord Keeper was a veteran statesman. 
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well acquainted with courts and cabinets^ 
and intimate with all the various turns of 
public affairs during the last eventful yeans 
of the seventeenth century. He could talk^ 
from his own knowledge^ of men.and events^ 
in a way which failed not to win attention^ 
and had the peculiar art, while he never 
said a word which committed himself, at 
the same time to persuade the heare£ that 
he was speaking without the least sha- 
dow of scrupulous caution or reserve. Ra- 
venswood, in spite of his prejudices and 
real grounds of resentment, felt himself at 
onee amused and instructed in listening to 
him, while the statesnlan, whose inward 
feelings had at first so much impeded his 
first efforts to make himself known, had 
now regained all the ease and fluency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer of the very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak imuch, but 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 
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Raveoswood/ was more fascinating than 
the most brilliant wit. Above all, he 
could not but observe^ that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other motive, he 
himself, in his deserted and unprovided 
hall, was as much the ofagect of respectful 
attention to his guests, aa he would have 
been when surrounded by aU the appli« 
ances and means of hospitality proper ta 
his high, birth. AU deficiencies passed un* 
observed, or, if they did not escape notice, 
it was to praise the substitutes which Caleb 
had contrived to supply the Want of the 
usual accommodations. Where a smile waa 
unavoidable, it was a very good*humoured 
one, and often coujded with sonie.well« 
turned compliment, to shew how much the 
guests esteemed the merit of their noUe 
host, how little they thought of the incon- 
veniencies with which they were surround- 
ed. I am , not sure whether the pride of 
being found to outbalance, in virtue of his . 
own personal merit, aU the disadvantages 
of fortune, did not make as favourable ao 

Aia 
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impression upon^ the haughty heart of the 
Master of Kavenswood^ as the conversa- 
tion of the father and the beaaiy of Lucy 
Ashton. 

The hour of repose arrived. The 
Keeper and his daughter retired to their 
apartments, which were ^< decored" mere 
properly than could have been antictpateiL 
In making the necessary arrangements^ 
Mysie had indeed . ei\)oyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the viL 
lage upon an exploratory expedition^ but 
bad been arrested by Calebs and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening. 
So that, instead of returning home to de* 
scribe the dress and person of the grand 
young lady, she found herself compelled 
to be active in the domestic, economy of 
Wolfs Crag* 

According to the custom of the time, 
the Master of iRavenswood attended the 
Lord Keeper to his apartment, followed by 
Caleb, who placed on the tiMe, with all the 
eeremomals doe to tovdies of w«r^ two 
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rudely fhimed talbw- candles, such as in 
those days were only used by the peasant- 
ry, hooped in paltr^ clasps of wire, which 
served for candlesticks. He then disap- 
peared, and presently entered with two 
earthen flagoms, (the china, he said, had 
been little used since my lady's time,) one 
filled with canary wine, the other with 
brandy. The canary sack, unheeding all 
probabilities of detection, he declared had 
been twenty years in the cellars of Wolf's 
Crag, <« though ft wis not for him to speak 
before their honours ; the brandy,— >it was 
wed ken'd liquor, as mild as mead, and as 
istrong as Sampson — it had been in the 
house ever since the memorable revel, in 
which auld Mickletob had been slain at the 
head of the stair by Jamie of Jenklebrae^ 
on account of the honour of the worshipftil 
Lady Muirend, wh^ was in some sort an 
ally of the fkmityji natheless"— - 

** Bat to cut that matter short, Mr Ca- 
leb,** sjtid the Keeper, •• perhaps you will 
favour me with a ewer of waten** 
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^ God forbid your lordship should drink 
water in this family^ to the disgrace .of so 
honourable an house !'^ 

<( Nevertheless, if his lordship have^ a 
fancy," said the Master, smiling^ ^< I think 
you might indulge him i for, if I mistake 
not, there has been water drank here at no 
distant date, and with good rQlish too*" 

^< To be sure, if his lorjlshiphas a £incy," 
said Caleb ; and re-entering with a jug of 
pure element— *< He will scarce find, such 
water ony where »as is drawn frae the well 
at Woirs Crag — nevertheless"—— 

<( Nevertheless, we must leave the Lord 
Kiseper to his repose in this poor chamber 
of ours," said the Master of Ravenswood* 
interrupting his talkative domestic, who im« 
mediately turnipg to the door-way, with a 
profound reverence prepared to usher his 
master from the secret chamben , 

But the Lord Keeper prevented his host's 
departure. — *^ I have but one word to say 
to the Master of Ravenswood, Mr Caleb, 

ft 

and I fancy he will excuse your waiting." 
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With a second' re verence^ lower than the 
former, Caleb withdrew — and his master 
stood motionless, expecting, with consider* 
able embarrassment, what was to close the 
events of a day fraught with unexpected 
incidents* 

<< Master of Ravenswood," said Sir Wik 
liam Ashton^ with some embarrassment, 
<^ I hope you understand the Christian law 
too well to suffer the sun to set upon your 
anger 7^ 

The Master blushed, and replied, <^ He 
bad. no occasion that evening to exercise 
the duty enjoined upon him. by his Chris- 
tian'^faith." 

*^ I should have thought otherwise,** said 
his guests <* considering the various sub- 
jects of dispute and litigation which have 
unhappily occurred more fre^ehUy than 
was desirable or necessary betwixt (he latie 
honourable lord, your father, and myself*" 
, *< I could wish, my lord,'' said Ravens- 
wood, agitated by suppressed emotion, 
<< that reference to these circumstances 
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should be made any.i;rhere rather than 
under my father's roof.'' 

*« I should hare felt the delicacy of this 
appeal at another time/' said Sir William 
Asbton, ^* but now I must proceed with 
what I meant to say.— I have suffered too 
much in my own mind from the false deli- 
cacy which prevented my soliciting with 
earnestness, what indeed I frequently re- 
questedi a personal communing with your 
father — ^much distress of mind to him and 
to me might have been prevented." 

<« It is true," said Ravenswood, after a 
moment's reflection ; «« I have heard my fa- 
ther say your lordship had proposed a per* 
sonal interview." 

** Proposed, my dear Master ? I did in- 
deed propose it, but I ought to have beg- 
ged» entreated, beseeched it. I ought to 
have torn away the veil which interested 
persons had stretched betwixt us, and shewn 
myself as I was, willing to sacrifice a consi- 
derable part even of my legal rights in or- 
der to conciliate feelings so natural as his 
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must be allowed to have been. Let me nty 
for myuiff my jaimg friend^ for so I wfll 
call you, that had your fiitker and I spent 
the same time together which my good Got^ 
tune has allowed me to- day to pass in yonr 
company, it is possible the land might yet 
have enjoyed one of the most respectnUe 
of its ancient noiMlity, and I should have 
been spared the pain of parting in ennrity 
from a person whose general character I so 
muc^ admired and honoured." 

He put his handkerehief to bis ^es. 
Ravenswood also was movedi but awaited 
in silence the prepress of this extraordi- 
nary communication. 

<* It is necessary,'' continued the Lord 
Keeper, ** and proper that you should un* 
derstand, that there have been many poiata 
betwixt us, in which, althoagh I judged it 
proper that there should be an exact aseer- 
taioment of my legal rights 1^ the decree 
of a court of justice, yet it was never my 
intention to press them b^ond the verge 
of equity/' 

a 
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*< My lord,'' said the Master of Ravens* 
woody ^* it is uniiec^»sar3r to- pursue this 
topic farther. What the law will give you, 
or has given you, yosu enjoy— or you shall 
enjoy; neither my fhther, nor I myseli^ 
would have received any thing on the foot- 
ing of favour*" 

^'Favour ?-«nQ— *you misunderstand me/' 
resumedtthe Keeper ; *^ or rather you are 
no lawyer. A right may be good in law, 
and ascertained to be so, which yet a man 
of honour may not in every case care to 
avail himself of.'.' 

^< I am sorry for it, my lord," said the 
Master. 

*« Nay, nay,". retorted his guesti " you 
speak like a young counsellor ; your spirit 
goes befcMce your wit. There iare many 
things still open for decision fa^etwixt us. 
Can you blame me, an old man desirous 
of peace, and in the castle of a young no-^ 
bleman who has saved my daughter's life^ 
and my own,. that I am dcj^rous^^anxiously^ 
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desirouS) that these should be settled on 
the most liberal principle ?* . 

The old man kept fast hold of the Mas- 
ter's passive hand as he spoke, and made it 
impo^ible for him, be his predetermination 
what it would, to return any other than an 
acquiescent reply ; and wishing his guest 
good night, he postponed farther confer- 
ence until ^e nelLt morningw. 

Bavenswbod hurried into die hall where 
he was to spend the night, and -for a time 
traversed its pavement with a disordered 
and rapid pace. His mortal foe was un- 
der his roof, yet his sentiments towards 
him were neither those of » feudal enemy 
nor of a true Christian. He felt as- if he 
could neither forgive him in the one cha- 
racter, or follow forth his vengeance in the 
other, but that he was making a base and 
dishonourable composition betwixt his< re* 
sentment against the father and his afiec- 
tion for the daughter. He cursed himself, 
as he hurried to and fro in the pale moon- 
light, and more ruddy gleams of the expi- 
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ring wood-ffre. He threw open and shut 
the latticed windows with violence^ as if 
alike impatient of the admission and exclu- 
sion of free ain At length, however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its madness, 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he proposed as his place of repose for the 
night. 

*< If, in reality,"— -such were Jthe calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempest of 
his passion*-^ If, in reality, this man de- 
sires no more than the law allows him-— 
if he is willing to adjust even his acknow- 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's cause of com- 
plaint ?*T-what is mine ?-— Those from whom 
we won our ancient possessions fell under 
the sword of my ancestors, and left lands 
and livings to the conquerors; we sink 
under the force of the law, now too power- 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us parley 
with the victors of the day, as if we had 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of relief. This man may be other 
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dian I have thought him ; aod his daugh- 
ter — ^but I have resolved not to think upon 
her.'' . 

He wrapt his cloak around him, fell 
asleep, and dreamed of Lucy Ashton tiU 
day-light gleamed through the lattices.^ 
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CHAPTER IL 



We woridly men, when we see friends and kinsment 
Put hope sunk in their fortunes, lend no hand 
To lift them up, but rather set our feet 
Upon their heads to press them to the bottom^ 
As I must yield with you I practised it ; 
But now I see you in a way to rise, 

I can and will assist you. 

New Wajg to Fa^ Old Debth 



The Lord Keeper carried with him to » 
eouch^ hai^er than he was accustomed to* 
stretch himself upoQ» the same ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities^ which' 
drive sleep from the softest down that ever 
spread a bed of state. He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur- 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
peri], and of the necessity of trimming his^ 
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vessel to the prevailing wind, if he would 
have her escape shipwreck in the storm« 
The nature of his talents, and the timo- 
rousness of disposition connected with 
them, had made him assume the pliability 
of the versatile old Earl of Northamptout 
who explained the art by which he kept 
his grouD'd during all the changes of state, 
from the reign of Henry VIII. to that of 
Elizabeth, by the frank avowal, that he wai 
born of the willow, not of the^oak. It had 
accordingly been Sir William Ashton's po- 
licy on all occasions to watch the changes 
in the political horizon, and, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate some in- 
terest for himself with the party most likely 
to prove lactorioQs. His time*serving dis- 
position was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the more daring leaders of 
both Actions in the state. But his talents 
were ot a useful and practical kind, and 
his legal knowledge held in high estima- 
ti(Hi ; and they so far counter-balanced other 
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deScienciesb that those in power were glad 
to use and to reward, though without trust- 
iDg or respecting him. 

The Marquis of A«-— had used his ut- 
most iofluence to efiect a change in the 
Scottish cabinet, and his schemes had been 
of late so well laid and so ably supported, 
that there appeared a very great chance of 
his proviag ultimately successful. He did 
not, however, fed so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any meana of drawing recruits to 
his standard. The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deemed of some importance! 
and a friend^ perfectly acquainted with liis 
circumstaaces and characteri became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion. 

When this gentleman arrived at Ravens- 
wood Castle upon a visit, the real purpose 
of which was di3guised under general cour- 
tesy, he found the prevailing fear, which at 
{present beset the Lord Keeper, was that of 
danger to his own person from the Master 
of Ravenswood. The language which the 
blind sybil, old Alice, had used j the sud- 
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den appoarance of the Master armed, add 
within his precincts^ immediately after, he. 
had been warned against danger from him ; 
the cold and haughty return received in 
exchange for the acknowledgments with 
which he loaded him Jor his timely protec- 
tion, had all made a strong impression on 
his imagination. 

So soon as the Marquis's political agent 
found how the wind sate, he began to insi- 
nuate fears and doubts of another kind, 
scarce less calculated to af^ct the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whether the proeeedings in Sir Wil- 
liam's complicated litigation with the Ra- 
venswood family was out of court, and set- 
tled without tlie possibility of appeal ? Hie 
Lord Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upon. . He pointed out to 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
jof the most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of £ayenswaod« weie liable to be 
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teviewed by the ^Estates of the Kingdom^ 
f . e. by the Scottish Pafrlifttnent, vipon an 
appeal by the party injured, or, as it was 
technically termed, ^ a protestation for re- 
roeid in law." 

The Lord Keeper, after he had for some 
time disputed the legality of such a pro- 
ceeding, was compelled, at length, to com- 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
young Masterof Ravens woodfinding friends 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an a&ir. 

« Do not comfort yourself with that false 
hope," said his wily friend j ** it is possible, 
that in tiie next session of parliament, young 
Ravenswood may find more friends and fa- 
vour even than your lordship." 

*< That would be a sight worth seeing," 
said the Keeper scornfully^ 

•* And yet^" said his friend, " such things 
have been seen ere now, and in our own 
time. There ar^ many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives \ and many a 

7 
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man dining on plate of silver, that was fam 
to eat his crowdy without a bicker; and 
many a high head has been brought full 
low among us iu as short a space. Scott 
of Scotstar vet's"* Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen/ of which curious memoir you 
shewed me a manuscript, has been out* 
staggered in our time.** 

The Lord Keeper answered with a deep 
sigh,^ *< that these mutations were no new 
sights in Scotland, and had been witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical author 
he had quoted* It was many a long year,** 
he said, ** since ^Fordun had quoted, as an 
ancient proverb, • neque dives, nequ&JbrHs, 
ied nee sapiens Scotns, pradominante . invi* 
diuj diu durabit in terra.* ^ 

" And be assured, my esteemed friend," 
tf as the answer, «• that even yoor lon^ ser- 
- vices to? the state, or deep legal knowledge, 
will not save you, or render your estate 
stable, if the Marquis of A ' comes in 
with a parliament according to his will* 
'VOL. II. ♦ B ' - ^ . 
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You know tbtt the cJeceaMd Locd R^ ¥«iis- 

wood was liis pear aUy, his lady being fiftk 

in descent from the Knight of TiUibardiae i 

and I am well assured th^ he will take 

young Ravens wood by the hand, and be 

his very good lor4 and kinsman* Why 

should he notf-^he is an active and stirring 

young fellow, able to help himself with 

tongue and hands 4 and it is such as he 

that find friends among their kindred* and 

not those unarmed and unable Mephebo- 

sbeths, that are sure to be a burthen to 

every one that takes them up. And so, if 

these Ravenswood cases be called over the 

coids in parHamenti you will find that the 

Marquis will have a crow to pluck with 

you.'* 

^* That would be an evil requital,^ said 
the Lord Keeper, ^* for my long services to 
the state» and the ancient resped; in which, 
I have held his lordship's honourable fami. 
ly and person.'* 

^ Ayet but,^ rejdned the agent of the 
JMarquiSi ^ it is in vain to look back on 
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part »vfioe.and aidd jretpest, niy lofd--4t 
wilbe present ttwnce and immediate fivaoft 
of tejgard»* which, in these riiddeiy times^ 
will be expected by a^ men like Uie Mar* 

The Load ^Keeper now saw the full drift 
of his frtend^s argomemty-but he- wm too 
cautiwift to return any positive lUira^r* 

«< He knew not,** he said, *^ the service 
wlttGh the Loftd Mapqttis could ,9Xpeot i@rom 
onue of hislimited: abilities^ that had not aU 
if^ys stood at' his command* s(31 saving 
aod cesefving his d«ty t# his king and cooik 
tiyv'* 

Having thus said notthitq^, while he seeai* 
ed> to say evesy thing, for the exception waa 
calculated to cover whatever he might af^. 
tenpards* think prefer to bring under it, 
Siv^WiUiam Aafaton changed the cpnversip 
tion, nor did he itgain permit it to be intro* 
duced. Bas guestdepaited, wkhout having 
brought the wily old. statesman tlie length 
ef jcommitttng himself tst t^ pledging 
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- self to any future line dfcdnduet, but with 
die certainty that he had alarmed his fears 
in a most siensible point, and faid a founda- 
tion for future and farther treaty. 

When he rendered an account of his ije- 
gociatloti to the Marquis, they both agreed 
that the Keeper ought not to be permitted 
to relapse into security, ajad that he should 
be plied with new subjects of alarm, espe- 
cially during the absence of his lady. They 
were well aware that her {kroud, vindictive, 
and preddminiating tq[Hrit, would be IHcely 
to supply him with the courage in which he 
was deficient — that she was immovably 
attached to the party nOw in power, with 
• whom she maintained a close correspond- 
ence.' and alliance, and thjat she hated, 
without fearing, the Ravenswood family, 
whose more ancient dignity threw discre- 
dit oh the newly acquiiiBd grandeur of her 
husband, to such a degree that she would 
halve periled the interest of her own house, 
to hdlve thei prospect of altc^ether crashing 
that of her enemy. 



J 
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But Lady A^ton was now absent The 
business which had long detained her in 
Edinburgh, had afterwards induced her to 
travel to London, not without the hope 
that she might contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrigues of the Marquis at 
court, for she stood high in favour with 
the; celebrated Sarah, Duchess of Marlbo* 
rough, to whom 9 in point of character, she 
b(H'e cottsiderable^resemblance. It was ne* 
cessary. to press her husband hard before 
her.i return ; and, as a. preparatory step, - 
the < Marquis wrote to the Master^of Ra- 
vens wood the letter which we rehearsed 
in. a £[>rmer cha|^er• It was cautiously^ 
worded, so as. to leave it in the power of 
the writer hereafter to take as deep, or as- 
slight an interest in the fortunes of hi»' 
kinsman, as the progress of his own schemes' 
might require* But however unwilling, as 
a statesman, the Marquis might be to com-> 
mit himself, or assume the character of a 
patron, while he had nothing to give away, 
it must be said to his honour, that he felt' 
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a iMf ong indination eflbistuiriJy id bl$ftieii4 
the Master c>f fiavens^dod^ ai well aa to use 
his name as a lAeans of alarming tAe terrors 
<^ the Lord Keeper. 

As the messenger who carriiCd this letter 
was to pass near the house of the Lord 
Keeper^ he had it ila directton-, that in the 
village ad^aifig tO tbe pttrkgate of the 
castle» his horse should lose a sboe» snd 
that, while it was replaced by the smith of 
the place, he should express the utmost 
regret for the necessary loss of time, and 
in the vehemence of his impatience, give 
it to be understood, that he was bearing a 
message from the Marquis of Ai ■•■ i !■ to 
the Master of Slavjeiuiwood^ upon a matter 
of life and death. 

This news, with esca^erations^ was spee- 
dily carried from various quarters to the 
ears of the Lord Keeper, and each reporter 
dwelt upon the extreme impatience c^ the 
courieff and the surprising short time in 
which be had executed his journey; The 
anxious statesman htiard iarsilanee; but in 
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iprivate Lockbard received orders to watch 
the coucier on his return, to wayJay him 
in the viHage^ to ply him with liquor if 
possible^ and to use all means, fair or fouV 
to learn the contents of the letter of which 
be was the bearer. But as this 'plot had 
been foreseen, the messenger returned by 
a^ different and distant road, and thus es»^ 
caped the snare that was laid for him. 

After he had been in vain expected for • 
some time, . Mr . IMngwsdl bad wders to 
make especial enquiry among his clients of' 
WolfVhope, whether such a domti&c be- 
longing to the Marquis ^f A " — ■ had ac-- 
tually anived at • the neighbouring castle. . 
This was ea««Jy ascertained ; for Caleb had \ 
been . in the village one morning by five - 
c^elock, to borrow ** twa chappins of ale * 
and a kipper^ for the messenger's refresh- ^^ 
ment, and the poor fdlow had been ill for 
twenty-four hours at Luckie Sma'trash'a^ 
in consequence of dining upon ^ < saut sau* 
mon and sour drink." So, that the exist- 
enee of a corrospond^K^ betwixt the Maiw 
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qois and his distressed kinsman, which S^r . 
Wiiliann Ashton had sopietimes treated as 
a bug- bear, was proved beyond the possi- 
bility of further doubt. 

The alarm of the Lord Keeper became 
v&rjr serious. Since the Claim of Right, the 
power of appealing from the decisions of 
the civil court to the estates of parliament^ • 
which. bjEid formerly been held incompe- 
tcmtf bad in many instances been claimied, 
anii in some.aUpvfedi and he had no small v 
reason to apprehend the issue, if the Scot- ^ 
tish parliament should be disposed to act 
upon the protestation of the Master of 
JRaVenswood *< for remeid in law." It 
would resolve into an equitable claina, and ' 
be deeided, perhaps, upon the broad prin- 
ciples of justice, which were-not quite sO; 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as thpse 
of strict law. Meanwhile^ every .report 
which reached him served to render the 
success of the Marquis's intrigues the more 
probable, and the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispeusible, that he should lo9k 




round for some kind of protection against 
the coming storm* The timidity of .bi9 
tamper induced ' him to adopt measures of 
compromise and conciliation* The afiair 
of the wild buU^ properly mam^ed, might, 
he. thought, be made to facilitate a per* 
^nal communication and reconciliation 
l^twtxt the Master and himself. He would 
th^ learn 9 if possible, what his own ideas 
w^re of the extent of his rights,, and the 
mean? of enforcing them i and perhaps mat- 
ters, might be. brought to a compromise^ 
where one party was wealthy, and the other 
SO very poor. A reconciliation with Ravens 
wood was likely to give him an opportunity 
to play his own game with the Marquis of 
A-— I*. *^ And besides," said . he to him- 
self, ^' it will be an act of generosity to 
raise upi the heir of this distressed ftmily ; 
.and if he is to be warmly aiKl effectually 
befriended, by the new goversalent, who 
Jcnows but my virtue may prove its. own 
.jceward ?' , 

Thus tbwght Sir Wi liam Ashton, (k>« 

b8 
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vering with no unusual self-delusion hid in* 
tef ested tiews with a hue of virtue ; and 
having attained this point, his fancy stnyed 
•till farther. He began to bethink himself^ 
ft that if Ravenswood was to have a dlstin^ 
guished plaoe of power and ^trast^-^and if 
Meh a union would sopite the heavier part 
bf his unadjusted clai«s— there might be 
wwse matches for his daughter Lucy-^the 
Master might be reponed against the at- 
tainder^-^Lord Racvenswood was an andent 
tide, and the alliance would, in some mea- 
sure, legitimate his own possession .of the 
greater part of the Master's spoils, and 
make the surrender of the rest a sublet 
of less bitter regret'' 

With these mingled « and niulti&noag 
flans oocupsying his head, the Lord Keeper 
availed himself of my Lwd BittlebFakis' «e. 
^eaMd invitation to his t dsidencev and thus 
came within a very few miles efi Wolf^ Crag. 
Here he found the loid of the mansion ab- 
sent, but' was courteously received % the 
lady^ who expected iter husbaadTi komedi- 
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ate Mtura. She expressed her particular de« 
light at seeing- Miss Ashton, and appointed 
the hounds to be taken out for the Lord 
Keeper^s special amusement He readily 
enteredjnto the proposal, as giving him an 
opportunity to reconnoitre WolPs Crag^ 
and perhaps to make some acquaintance 
with the owner, if he should be tempted 
from his desolate mansion by the chase* 
Lookbard had his orders to endeavour on 
his part to make some acquaintance wiCh 
the inmates of the castle^ and we have seen 
bow he played his part. 

The accidental storm did more to fur- 
ther the Lord Keeper's plan 6F forming a 
personal acquaintance with young Ravens- 
wood, than his most sanguine expectations 
could have anticipated. His fear cf the 
young nobleman's personal resentment had 
greatl;y decreased, since he conrndered him 
as formidable from his legal claims, and 
the means he mjght have of miforcing 
them. But although he thought, not un- 
reaMoably, that ooiy desp^M« GircuiOf^ 

5 
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Stances drove men on desperale mea^ 
suras, it was. not without a secret terror, 
vdiich shook his heart within him, that he 
first felt himself enclosed within the deso* 
late tower of Wolf's Crag ; a place so well 
fitted, from solitude and strength^ to be a 
scene of vidence and vengeance. The 
stern reception at first given to them by 
the Master of Ravenswood, and the diffi- 
culty he felt in explaining to that injured 
nobleman what guests were under the shel- 
ter, of his roqf, did not sooth these alarms ; 
so that when Sir William Ashton heard the 
door of^the court-yard shut behind him with 
violence, the words of Alice rung in. had 
e^u's, <* that he had drawn on matters too 
l^ardly with so fierce a. race as those of Ra- 
v^^vi^Qodi and that they would bide their 
time to be avenged." 

The subsequent frankness of the Mas- 
ter's hospitality, as their acquaintance in* 
creased; abated the apprehensions these re* 
coUections were calculated to excite ; and 
ittdid n^t escape Sir WiUiam Ashton^ that: 
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it^as to Luey's gra^ add beauty, he owed ; 
the cljange in their host's behaviour, > 

All these thoughts thronged upon him r 
when be took possession of the segret* 
chamber. The iron, lamp, the uyifurnished «. 
apartment, more resembling a prison than\ 
a place of ordinary reposie,.the hoarse and/; 
ceaseless sound of 4he waves AKshijig against > 
the bage pf the, rock on which the castle^/ 
was founded, saddened and perplexed hi^ ; 
mind. To his own successful machina-^ 
tions, the ruin of the family had been, in »< 
great measure owing, but his disposttioaT' 
was crafty and not cruel ; so that actually^ 
to witness the desolation and distress hehaid> 
himself occasioned, was as painful to him.. / ^^ 
as it would be to the humane mistress of a.; 
family to superintend in person the executio9^ 
of the lambs and poultry which, are killed) 
by her own directions* At the same tigi^^:, 
when he thought of the alternative, of re- 
storing to Ravenswood a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting, as an ally 
and member of his own family, the heir of 
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this impoverabed house, he felt as the 
spider may be supposed to do, when his 
whole web, the intricacies of which had 
X / been- planned with so much art, is de- 
/ - stroyed by the chance 9weep of a< broom* 
And then, if he shoutd commit himselt too 
far in this matter, it gaire rise to a perilous 
question, which many a good husband, 
when under* temptation to act as a free 
agent, has^ ad^ed himself widiout beings 
able to return a satisfactory answer ; •« What 
will my wife — what will Lady Ashton say ?* 
Or the whole, he came at length to the re- 
solution in which mindset a weaker cast so 
often tal^ refuge. He resolved to waieh '■ 
events,^ to take advantage of circumstances 
aa th^ occurred, and regulate his conduct 
acciMrdingly. In this spirit of tc^mporizing 

poKcy^ he alt length composed iiis mind to 
sest. 
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CHAPTER II. 

V A |l%bt aott I bfive «hoiil me (orjcOfhttlmMhmifioi- 

i^lch yon must excuse me. It is ao ofier that friendship 
calls upoD me to do, and no way offensive to you, since I de- 
aire nothing but right upon both sides." 

Xli^ and ao X«mw 

V 

I 

« 

Wbbm RftVMSwood and his guest met 
k> the tnoroing, the gloom of the Maater^ti 
spiiit had ill part retoFnedi He, aIso» had 
passed a n^bt eatbM of reflection than of 
slumher; and the fedlifigs vhieh he could 
not but entertain towaids Lucy AshtoOf 
had to supfk^ a severe coniict i^ainst 
those Which he had so k>ng nourished 
gainst her falhen To clasp in friendship 
the hand 'of the enemy of his house, to en« 
tertain him under his roof, to exchange 
with him the courtesies and the 
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of domestic familiarity, was a degradation 
which his proud spirit could not be bent 
to without a struggle. 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze^ It had bein part of his 
plan to stun and confuse Ravens wood's 
ideasi by a complicated and tecbnicAl 
statement of the matters which had beeti 
in debate betwixt their familieSt ju&tly, 
tl|inking. it would be difficult for a youth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
9> practical lawyer^ Cpaceraing. actions of 
Qompt . and reckoning, and of multiple* 
poii^dings, and adjudication and .wadsets^ 
proper and improper, and poindings of the 
ground and declarations of expiry of; the 
^i^gal. /Thu3, tliougfat Sir Wi)lifim> I shtUL 
bavis all t\k€i gr^o^ of appeciitQ^* per&citly 
qopam^nicative, while nay party will .dch 
^ive,. very little advantage fyom arty thiiig. 
I rpfty tell him. He therefore tinok Rar . 
ven^wood a^de iqto the.de#p reoesK of n 
ipindpwinJibe ba-ll^ and Tj^amfig thie disr 
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course of the preceding evening, expressed^ » 
a hope tbi^t his young friend would assume, 
some patience, in order to .hear him enter. ' 
into a minute and explanatory detail of 
those unfortunate circumstances, in which 
his late honourable father had stood at va- 
riance with the Lord Keeper. The Mas*- 
ter of Ravenswood coloured highly, but 
was silent ^ and the Lor4 Keeper, thought 
not greatly approving the sudden height ^ 
ening of his auditor's complexion, com- 
menced the. history of a bond for twenty, 
thousand marks, advanced by his father to^ 
the father of Allan Lord Ravenswood, and. 
w$is proceeding to detail the executorial, 
proceedings by which this large sum had., 
been rendered a debitum Jundi, when he 
was interri^pted l^y ihe Master. .. 

^^ It is not in this place," he said, '^that^ 
I can hf^r Sir William Ashton's expUna^^ 
tion of the matters in question between-, 
us. It is not here, where my father died* 
of a broken heart, that I pan with deccao^py^ 
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or temper investigate the cause of his dis* 
tress. I might remember that I was a sod, 
and forget the duties of a host. A time, 
however, there must come, when these 
things shall be discussed in a place and in 
a presence where both of us will have equal 
freedom to speak and to hear." 

*♦ Any time," the Lord Keeper said, 
*' any place was alike to those Who sought 
nothing but justice. Yet it would seem he 
was, in fairness, entitled to some premoni^ 
tion respecting the grounds upon which 
the Master proposed to impugn the whole 
train of legal proceedings, which had been 
so well and ripely advised in the only courts . 
competent" 

*« Sir William Ashton,* answered ^ tlie 
Master with warmth, « the lands which 
you now occupy were, granted to my re- 
mote ancestor for services done whh his 
sword against the English invaders. How 
they have glided from us by a train of pro- 
ceedings that seem to be ndther sate, nor 
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aiortgage, Inor 'adjudication for debt» but a 
nOn-descript and entangled mixture of all 
Uiese right8«^how atmual-rent has iy^&n 
M^cumiilated upon principal, and no nook 
or eoign of l^gal advantage left unoccapiedi 
until our interest in our hereditary proper- 
ty seems to have melted away like an icicle 
in thaw-^all this you understand better 
than I do. I am willing^ boweveri to sup^ 
pose^ from the frankness of your conduct 
towards me, that I may in a great measure 
have mistaken your diaracter, and that 
things may have appeared right and fitting 
toyou^a skilful and practised lawyer^ which 
to my ignorant understanding seem very 
little short of injustice and gross oppres* 
•ion/' 

<* And you, my dear Master,** answered 
Sfir William^ <* you, permit me to say, have 
beep 4(|tially misrepresented to me. I was 
taught to believe you a fierce, imperious^ 
faM*headed youth, ready, at the slightest 
pfovooMMD,- to throw your aword into the 
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scalea of justice, and to. appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures from which ci^ 
vil polity has long protected- the people of > 
Scotland* .Then, since we were mutually 
mistaken in each, other, why should not the * 
young nobleman hk willing to listen to the - 
old lawyer^ while, at least, he explains the 
points of difference betwixt tliem ?" 

*• No^ my lord,*' answered Ravenswood ^ 
<* it is in the Estates of: the nation, in the- 
supjeme. Court of Parliament, that we miiHatt 
parley together* The belted . Iwds and i 
knights of Scotland, her ancient peei*s and * 
barpoage, must decide, if it is tiieir wilt thai 
a house, not the least noble of their qjem- ^ 
bers, shall be stripped of;their(po38e6sions9< 
thp reward of the patriotism of generaticnis, . 
as the pawn of a wretched mechanic be- 
comes forfeit to the usurer the insCa.nt thC' 
hour of redemption has passed away« Ifi 
they yield to the graspuig seyerily of the» 
creditor, and tp the gnawing usury th»t^ 
e^ts into our lands as moths into raiinent»^ 
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it will betrf.fflorc evil consieqiience to H\em 
ud tii«ir poat^ntythan to Norman Ralvens^ 
iftbod^ — I IshMr still have my s votd and n^y 
doak, and can follow tfae professsion oParaii 
wherever a trumpet shall sound/* 
' As he pronounced these word:)» in afirtQ 
yet meUiicboly tone, he raised his eyes> and 
suddenly encountered those of Lucy Ash- 
ton, who had stolen unawares on their in« 
terview, and observed her looks fastened 
on them with an expression of enthuakistic 
Interestf and admiration, which had rapt her 
lor the mbment beyond the fear of disco- 
very. The noble form and fine features of 
Rayenswdod, fired with the pride of birth 
and sense of internal dignity-— the mellow 
and expressive tones of his voice, the deso- 
late state of his fortunes, and thie indifier- 
tnce with which he seemed to endure and to 
dare the worst that might befall, rendered 
him a dangerous ot^ject of contemplation, 
for a maiden already too much disposed to 
dwell upon recollections connected with 
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him. When tbeif eye$ eMcmntntd .ttxk 
0ther» tK^b blusbed deeply moscious of 
wme strong iflkeraaleasotion^ and tfwmiMi 
mgpki to meet each etber's k>ok. 

Sir WilHam Aditon had» «if course^ tlem^ 
ly watched the expreasim of llieir' oooote* 
nancesk ^ I need lefury" tbonght he to 
tiimselfy ^< neither BariiaBient nor proteiAft* 
tion $ I ha/ire an effectual mode of veoonok 
fiag myself with tiiis hot-tempemd youn^ 
fellow, in case he shall become ibrmidable. 
The present ob^ed is^ at all events, to avoid 
vommittiDg oarsdvesi Tlie hook is fixed ( 
we will not strain tiie line too soon<ii«4tis as 
well to reserve tht plrivilege of slipping it 
loose, if we do not dnd the fish worth land«» 
ing/* 

In Ibis selfish and cruel cakmlation Hpoa 
the supposed attachment of Ravenswood 
to Lucyi he Mras so far from considering the 
pain he mi^ii; give to the former, by thus 
didlymg with his affections^ that he did not 
even tjoink upon the lask of involving faia 
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own* daughter in the perils of. an unfor* 
tunate passion ; as if her : predilection^ 
which could not escape his attention, were 
like the tame of a taper, which might be 
%hted or extinguished at fdeasi^. But 
Providence had prepared a dreadful requi* 
tal for this keen observer of human pa8» 
aions^ who had i^^t his life in securing 
advantages to hknself by artfidly woiking 
upon the passions of others. 

Caleb Balderstone now came to announce 
that breakfast was prqpiared ; for in those 
days of substantial feedii^, the reliques of 
ihe supper amply furnished forth the mofn» 
ing meal. Neither did he forg^ to pre* 
sent to the Lord Keeper, with great reve^^ 
rence, a momiog-draught in a laijge pewttf 
cup, giunished with leaves of parsley and 
scurvy-grass. He craved pardon, of coiuse^ 
for having pmltted to serve it in the great 
silver standing cup as behoved, being that, 
it was at present in a silversmith's in £din«* 
burgh, for the purpose of being* overlaid 
with gilt 
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* «* In Edinburgh sOre enongb,** said * Ra- 
vens wood ; «"but in* what place, or 'for 
Vhat purpose, I am afraid neither you -nor 
5' know?' 

'^' ** Aweel I'* said Caleb peevishly, ** there's 
si* man standing at the gate already this 
lifioriiing— thaf s ae thing that I ken— Does 
your hoiiour ken whether ye will speak wi* 
him' or no ?'* 

** Does he wish to speak with me, Ca- 
Ifeb?" ' 

• *• Less will no serve him,'* said Caleb ; 
•« but ye had best take a visie of bim 
through the wicket before opening the 
gate~its' no every ane we suld letinto Uiis 
Castle.*' 

' "What! do you suppose him to T)e a 
messenger come to arrest me for debt?^ 
said Ravens wood. 

■ *« A messenger arrest yoiir honburfor 
debt, and in your Castle of Wolf's Crag 1^— 
Youriionoar is jeasting Wi'auld Caleb this 
morniirg."- However, he whispered in^his 
ear as he followed him out, " I would be 
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loth to do ony decent man a prejudice in 
your honour's gude opinion ; but I wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let him 
\eithin these waUs.** 

He was not an officer of the law, however ; 
being no less a person than Captain Craigen- 
gelty with his nose as red as a comfortable 
cup of brandy could make it, his laced 
cocked-hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, and pistols at his holsters, and his per- 
son arrayed in a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace,-— the very moral of one who 
would say. Stand, to a true man. 

When the Master had recognized him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. ^< I sup- 
pose," he said, << Captain Craigengelt, there 
are no such weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
place. I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them.'* 

VOL, IL c 
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Craigcrngelt, although posdessingthe rery 
peFfection . of impudence^ was somewhat 
iabashed by this unfavourable reception* 
" He bad no intention,*' he said, •• to force 
himself upon the Master of Ravenswood's 
hospitality— he was in the honourable ser- 
vice of bearing a message to him from a 
friend, otherwise the Master of Ravens wood 
'should not have had reason to comptain of 
ithis intrusion-" 

" Let it "be short, sir>'' said the Master, 
'"•for that will be the best apology. Who 
is the gentleman who is so fortunate as to 
have your services as a messenger ?" 
• ••My friend Mr H«yston of Bucklaw," 
Answered Craigengelt, with conscious im- 
portance, and tb^t confidence which the ac- 
knowledged courage of his principal inspi- 
red,'**' who conceives himself to have been 
-treated by you with something much short 
of the respect which he had reason to de- 
mand, and therefore is resolved to exact 
satisfaction. I bring with me," said he, 
taking a piece of paper out of his pocket. 



.2 
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«< the precise length of his sword ; and he 
requests you will meet him, accompanied 
by a friend, and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the castle, when I shall 
give attendance as umpire or second.on.his 
behoof/' 

'* Satisfaction-<->and equal arms !" repeat* 
^d Ravenswood, who, the reader will re- 
collect, had no reason: to suppose he had 
given the isligbtest cfience to his late in« 
mate---*^^ upon my word. Captain Craigen<» 
gelt, either ^ou have invented the most im« 
probable &Uehood that ever came into the 
mind of such a person, or your morning- 
draught has been somewhat of the. strong- 
est* What could persuade Bucklaw to send 
me such a 'message ?' 

^ For that, sir,** rej^lied Craigengelt^ ** I 
am desired to refer you to what, in duty 
to my friend, I am to term your inhospi* 
tality in excluding him from your housCt 
without reasons assigned/' 

<< It is impofisibliQ," replied the Maaterf 
^< he cannot be such a fiwl .as ito interpret 
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actual . necessity as an insult. Nor da I 
believe^ that, knowing my opinion of you, 
captain, he would have employed the ser- 
vices of so slight and ibconsiderable a per* 
son as yourself upon such an errand, as I 
certainly could expect no man of honour 
to act with you in the office of umpire." 

<* I slight and inconsiderable !" said 
Craigengelt, raising his voice, and laying 
his hand on his cutlass \ ^^ if it were not 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence, and is. in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to under* 

stand'* 

<< I can understand nothing upon your 
explanation, Captain Craigengelt. Be satis* 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de- 
parture.** 

*« D — -n r muttered the bully j « and 
is this the answer which I am to carry back 
to an honourable message T* 

" Tell the Laird of Bucklaw," answered 
Ravenswood, •* if you are really sent by 
him,t that when he sends me his cause of 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry such 
an errand betwixt him and me, I will ei- 
ther explain it or msuntain it." 

" Then, Master, you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which is remaining in your 
possession/' 

«< Whatever property Bucklaw may have 
left behind him, sir," replied the Master, 
•* shall be returned to him by my servant, 
as you do not shew me any^ credentials 
from him which entitle you to receive it" 

*< Well, Master," said Captain Craig^n- 
gelt, with malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress; ** you 
have this morning done me an egregious 
wrong and dishonour, but far more to 
yourself* A castle indeed ?" he continued, 
looking around him ; '< why this is worse 
than a coupe gorge house, where they re- 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
property." 

^< You insolent rascal," said the Master, 

6 
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raising his' cane, and makii^ a ^aisp' &t th« 

captain's bridle, ^< if yoa do^ not depart) 

« 

without uttering another syllable, P will 
batoon you td deaths'' 

At the motion o§ the^ Master towards 
him, the bully turmd 9^ sharply rounds 
that with some difficulty he escaped throw-^ 
ing down his horse, whose hooft struck 
fire from the rooky pai^ement in every di- 
rection. Recovering him, however, with 
the bridle^ he pushed for the gate, and 
rode sharply back a^ain'in the direction of 
the village. 

As Ilavenswood^ turned' round to leaF« 
the court-yard after thi» dialogue, he foun4 
that the Lord Keeper had descended from 
the hali^ and witnessed, though attbe dis^ 
tance prescribed by politeness^ his inters 
view with Craigengelt. 

<* I have seen>" said the Lord Eeeper^ 
^ tliat gentleman's fkce^ and at no great 
distance of time — his name is Craig— » 
Craig— something, is it not ?' 

" Craigengelt is the fellow's name,** said 
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the Master^ ^^ at least that by which he. 
passes at present/' 

" Craig-in- guilt," said- Calebs punning 
upon the word craig^ which in Scotch sig« 
nifies throat ; " if he is Craig-in-guilt just 
now, he is as likely to be Craig^ini-peril as 
ony chield I ever saw— the loon has woodie 
written on his very visnomy, and I wad 
wager twa. and. a plack that hemp plaits 
his cravat yet." 

^^ You understand physiognomyi good 
Mr Caleb," said the Keeper, smiling ; ^^ I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such a consummation before now — for I 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa- 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, I saw Mr 
Craigengelt, or whatever is his name, un« 
dergo a severe examination before the 
Privy CounciL" • 

*« Upon what account?" said the Master 
of Ravenswood, with some interest. 

The question led immediately to a talt 
which the Lord Keeper had been very 
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anxious to introduce, when he could find 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's arm, and led him 
back towards the hall. *« The answer to 
your question,** he said, " though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 
ear.** 

As they entered the hall, he again took 
the Master apart into one of the riecesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashton did not venture 
again to intrude upon their conference. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Here is a father now^ 



Will truck hit daqghter for a fore%n venture^ 
Make her the stop-gap to some cankered fend, 
Or ding her o'er, like Jonah^ to the fishes^ 
To appease the sea at highest 

Anonifmous* 

The Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern, 
marking! however, very carefully, the effect 
of bis communication upon young Ravens- 
wood. 

** You are aware," he said, " my young 
friend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
bur unsettled times, and exposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I bad been disposed to lis- 
ten to such the other day, or even if I had 

c a 
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been the wily politician which you have 
been taught to believe me, you, Master of 
Ravenswood, instead of being at freedom, 
and with full liberty to solicit and act 
against me as you please, in defence of 
what you suppose to be your rights, would 
have been in the Castle of Edinburgh, or 
some other state prisori'; or, if you had es- 
caped that destiny, it must have been by 
flight to i foreign country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fugitation." 

** My Lord Keeper,** said the Master, 
" I think you would not jest on such a fiMjb- 
ject — yet it seems impossibte you can be in 
earnest." 

^ Innocence," sard the Lord Keeper^ ** is 
also confident, and sometimes, though very 
excusably, presumptuously so." 

<< I do not understand," said Ravens- 
wood, *« how a consciousness of innocence 
can be, in any case, accounted presumptu* 



ous." 



** Imprudent, at least, it may be called," 
said Sir William Ashton, ^^ since it is apt 
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to lea^ us itito the mistake of supposiiig^ 
tha^ sufficiently evident to otiiers, of which, 
ifi fuGt,. we ai» eol^r coosciocs^ ourselves. £ 
hd^e known sk pogue, fiir tiiis very reasoo> 
make a better defence thaQianinnocefit man^ 
qould han^ done in the same circumstances 
of suspicion. Hlaviiig no consciousness of 
innocence to support him, such a fellow 
appltQS; hiqt^lf to all the advantages which 
the l^w will' afibVd him, and sometimes (if 
hl^ qouti>sQl be men of talent,) succeeds in 
compi^litfig hi? judg^ to receive him as in« 
nibceoi. I cemiWiber the oelebraibad case 
of Sir Coolie Coadiddle of Condiddle, who^ 
was: tpkd fbrr theft under tmst^ of which all 
thq world knew him guilty, mi yet vtas 
n^ only acquiited,. but lived to sit in judge- 
ment onn boiieatet folka»" 

*« Alloiw me t-o beg you will return to 
the poinV said the Master ; « jrou seemed 
to say that I had suffered under some sus- 
piciop.'' 

^^SuspicKMi, Master R—ay^ truly— andl 
can shew you th0 proofs of it j if I happen 

11 
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only to have them with me.—-Here, Lock« 
hard**— His attendant came— ♦* Fetch me 
the little private mail with the piadlocks^ 
that I recommended to your particular 
charge— d'ye hear ?*' 

« Yes, my lord.'' Lockfaard vanished ; 
and the Keeper continued as if half speak- 
ing to himself. 

*« I think the papers are with me— I 
think so, for as I was to be in this country, 
it was natural for me 'to bring them with 
me. I have them, howevc^r, at Ravens- 
wood Castle, that I am sure of— so p^haps 
you might condescend" 

Here Loekhard entered, and put the 
leathern scrutoire, or mail-box, into his 
hands. The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information liud be- 
fore the Privy Council, concerning the 
riot, as it was termed, at the funeral of 
Allan Lord Ravenswood, and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing 
the proceedings against the Master. These 
documents had been selected with care, so 
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as to irritate the natural curiosity of Ra- 
vens wood upon mich a subjectt without gra* 
tifying it, yet to shew that Sir Wiiliain 
Ashton had acted « upon that trying occa- 
mon the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker betwixt him and the jealous autho* 
rities of the day. Having furnishedhis host 
with such subjects for examination, the 
Lord Keeper went to the breakfast-table, 
and entered into light conversation, ad« 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent^ 
ment against the usurper of the Castle of 
Ravenswood began to be softened by his 
familiarity, and partly to his daughter. 

After perusing these papers, the Master 
of Ravenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand pressed against his brow, 
in deep and prc^ound meditation. He 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa^. 
pers^ as if desirous of discovering in them 
some deep purpose, or some mark of fabri- 
eation, which had escaped him at first pe- 
rusal* Apparently the second reading con^ 
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the opioioni which bad pressed upcm 
hire at tile firsts for he 8tai!tQd fcom. the 
stone* benob ob: which« be was^ sittkig^ atid^ 
going to> the Lood Keeper^ took his hand, 
and, s|;rongl}E pressing it, adced his pankin 
repeatedly for the injusttoe he hadi doae 
httn^ when it appeared be was experiencing^ 
at his hands, the benefit of proteotioni to 
his person, and vindication to his oha»- 
racteiv ^ 

The statesman received these acknow* 
ledgments at &st with well-feigned, sur-- 
prise, and! then with an> affectation o6&mk 
cordiality. The tears began zlread^ to 
start Tipom- Lucy's blue e3i^s Bt viewing this 
unexpected and moving scenes To* see 
the Master, late so haughty and reserved, 
and whom she had always supposed the in- 
jured person, .supplicating bef father §m 
forgiveness, was a change at once surpri- 
sing, flattering, and Meeting* 

«* Dry your eyes, Lucy," said her father j 
«* why should you weep, because your fe- 
ther, though a lawyer, is discovered to be 
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a fair and h<nioui;iable man ? — ^What hava 
you to thank me fon, my dear Master/' he 
continued, addressing Ravenawood^ ** that 
you would not have done* in my case? 
* Suum cmque tmhuitOi was the Roman jus- 
tice, and I leacned it when I studied Justin 
nian» B^sides^ have you not ovei^paid me 
a thousand' times in saving the life of this 
dear child P* 

«* Yes,'* anawered the Mastcp, in. all the 
remorse of sel£>accusation ; <* but the little 
service / did was an act of mere brutal iiu 
stinct ; ^o»r' defence of my cause, when you 
knew how ill I thought of you, and how 
much I was< disposed to be your enemy^ 
was an act? of generous^ manly, and consi** 
derate wisdom*" 

•« Pshaw !" said the Lord Keeper^ '< each 
of us acted^in his own way; you as a gallant 
soldierj I as an upright judge and privy- 
councillor. We could not, perhaps have 
changed parts — at least I. should have 
made a very sorry TauridoTi and you, my 
good Master, though your cause is so ti^ 



V 



04 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

cellent, might have pleaded it perbapt 
worse yourself, than I who acted for you 
before the council." 

<< My generous friend!" said Ravenswood; 
and with thatbrief word, which the Keeper 
had often lavished on him, but which he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, 
he gave to his feudal enemy the full confi- 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart. 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness, as well as 
* for his reserved, pertinacious, and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordingly, 
however obstinate, were of a nature to give 
way before love and gratitude ; and the real 
charms of the daughter, joined to the sup- 
posed services of the father, cancelled in his 
memory the vows of vengeance which he had 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
funeral. But they had been heard and re- 
gistered in the book of fate. 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary 
Bcene, and he could conceive no other rea- 
son for a proceeding so extraordinary than 
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an alliance betwixt the houses^ and Ravens- 
wood Castle assigned for the young lady's 
dowry. As for Lucy, when Ravenswood 
uttered the most passionate excuses for his 
ungrateful negligence, she could but smile 
through her tears, and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, assure him, in broken ac- 
cenlSy of the delight with which she beheld 
the complete reconciliation between her fa» 
ther and her deliverer* Even the states- 
man was moved and affected by the fiery, 
unreserved, and generous self-abandonment 
with which the Master of Ravenswood re- 
nounced his feudal enmity, and threw him- 
self without hesitation upon«his forgiveness. 
His eyes glistened as he looked upon a cou- 
ple who were obviously becoming attached, 
and who seemed made for each other. He 
thought how high the proud and chivalrous 
character of Ravenswood might rise under 
many circumstances, in which he found him- 
self •* overcrowed,'' to uae a phrase of Spen- 
cer, and kept under, by his brief pedigree, 
and timidity of disposition* Then his 
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daughter — his favourite chiId--*-hi8 co«i<- 
stant! play*inal:e'--rseemed fbrmed to live 
happy in* a union with suoh> a command- 
ing spirit, a^ Rav^raiswood;; and even the 
fine* delicate^ fragile focm of Lucy Ashton 
seemed to require die support of the M&»- 
tec's muscular strength and* masculine cha>- 
racter. And: it waS' not merely during a 
fevn minutes that Sir William Asbton look- 
ed upon their marriage- as a probable and 
even desirable event» for a full hour inter- 
vened' ere his imagination was crossed' by 
recollection of the Master's poverty, and 
the certain displeasure of Lady Ashtom 
It is certain, that the very unusual flow of 
kindly feeling with which the Lord Keeper 
hadi been thus sucprised^ was one oS the 
oincuxnstances which gave much tacit en* 
eounagement to> the attachment bettween 
the Master and his daughter^ and^led both 
tihe lovers distinctly, to believe that it was 
ai ccHineclion whichi would be most agree* 
able to.him« He himself was supposed to 
have admitted thia efibct, when, long aft^ 
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or 



the caiaatropfae of tboir li>ve^ be used to 
wara his hearei» agatast perinitting their 
fefilmg9 to- obtain aa;ascendaaoy over their 
judgmentv and aiffirm.that the greatest misk 
fortuim of his life was owing toaveiy tem< 
porary predominanoe of sensibility, oveo 
self-interest It must be a«nied« i£ sudi ^m 
the case, he was long and severely pantsh«. 
ed for an offence of very brief duration. 

Aft^r soine pauae, the Lord Keeper re- 
9\imed the convecaation.~-*< In your sun* 
prise at finding *roe aa honest er man than 
you expected, you have l(Kit your cunositjr 
about this Graigengelt» my . good Master ^ 
and yet your name was brought in in the 
oQurse of that mattec b)o*" 
. ^' The scoundrel/!" said Bavenswood^ 
*^ my connection with: him was of the most 
temporary nature possible ; and yet i was 
very foolish to hold any communioation 
with him at all. — What did; he say of me ?'* 

** Enough/' said: the Keisper^ *S to excite 
the very loyal terrors of some of oqr sagesi 
who are for proceeding against men on 
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the mere grounds of suspicion or mercena- 
ry information — Some nonsense about your 
proposing to enter into the service of 
Francet or of the Pretender, I don't recol- 
lect which, but which the Marquis of A , 

one of your best friends, and another per- 
son, one of your worst and most interested 
enemies, could not, some how, be brought 
to listen to." 

<* I am obliged to my honourable friend — 
and yet" — shaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
«^'* and yet I am still more obliged to my 
honourable enemy." 

^* ImimieM amkissimus,*' said the Lord 
Keeper, returning the pressure ; ** but this 
gentleman — this Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw 
— I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention his name*— is under very 
bad guidance." 

*^ He is old enough to govern himself,'' 
answered the Master. 

*^ Old enough, perhaps, but scarce wise 

enough, if he lias chosen this fellow for his 

^tis Achates. Why, he lodged an informs* 
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tion against him — ^that is, such a conse- 
qaence might have ensued from his exa* 
mination^ had we no^ looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidence." 

<< Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw,'' said the 
Master, *^ isp I beh'evet a most honourable 
man, and capable of nothing that is mean 
or disgraceful.'* 

*^ Capable of much that is unreasonable 
though, that you must needs allow, Mas- 
ten Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not already j 
old Lady Girnington— an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ill-na- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
world— is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs portioners have successively died to 
make her wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
they march with my own — a noble pro- 
perty.** 

*^ I am glad of it," said Ravenswood, 
« and should be more so, were I confident 
that Bucklaw would change his company 
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and habits with his fortiroes. This appear- 
ance of Craigengelt, acting in the capacity 
of his friend, is a most vile augury for hifi 
future respectability.'** 

*« He \^ a bird of evil omen, to be sure," 
said th( Keeper, «• and croaks of jail and 
gallows-tree. — But I see 'Mr Caleb grows 
impatient ibr our return to breakfast." 



i 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sir^ stay at home and take an old man's council ; 
Sexk not to bask you by a stranger^s hearth ; 
Our own blue smoke is wanner tlian their fttt. 
Domestic food is wholesome^ though 'tis homely^ 
And foreign dainties poisonous, though tasteful. 

Hit French CourieTUin, 
- • 

The Master of Rayemwood took an op- 
portunity^ to leave his guests to prepare for 
their departure, while he himself 'made the 
brief arrangements necessary previous to 
his absence from Wolf 's Crag for a day or 
two. It was necessary to communicate 
with Caleb on this occasion, and he found 
that faithful Hservitor in his «ooty and ruin- 
ous den, greally delighted with the depar- 
ture of their visitors^ and computing how 
long, with good management, the provi- 
"sions which had been unexpended might 
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furnish forth the Master's table. ^ He^s 
nae beUy-god» that's ae blessing ; and 
Bucklaw's gane, that could have eaten a 
horse behind the saddle. Cresses or water- 
purpie, and a bit oatcake^ can serve the 
Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Than 
for dinner — ^there's no muckle left on the 
spule-bane ; it will brander thoiigh-*-it will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant calculatibns were inter- 
rupted by the Master, who communicated 
to him, not without some hesitation, his 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keeper as 
far as Ravenswood Castle, and to remain 
there for a day or two," 

" The mercy of Heaven forbid !'* said 
the old serving-man, turning as pale as the 
table-cloth which he was folding up. 

<< And why, Caleb?" said his master, 
<< why should the mercy of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit ?" 

«♦ Oh, sir !" replied Caleb—" O Mr Ed- 
gar ! I am your servant, and it ill becomes 
me to speak—- but I am an auld servant*- 
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have served baith your father and good- 
8ire„ and nrind to have seen Lord Randal, 
your great-grandfatber-'-but that was when 
I was a bairn." 

«« And what of all this, Balderstone ?* 
answered the Master ; " what can it pos* 
sibly have to do with, my paying some or- 
dinary civility to a neighbour ?*' 

«• O Mr Edgar,— .that is, my lord !^-^ 
answered the Butler, « your ain consci* 
encie tells you it isna for your father's son 
to be neighbouring wi' the like o' him—it 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
wete ance come to terms, and to gi'e yc 
bade your aip, e'en though you suld ho- 
nour his housfe w? your alliance, I suldna 
say na — for the young leddy is a winsome 
sweet creature — But keep your ain state 
wi' them — I ken the race o' them weel-.* 
they will think the mair o' ye," 

4c Why, now, you go farther than I do, 
Caleb," said the Master, drowning a certain 
degree of consciousness in a forced laugh ; 
"you 2|re for marrying me into a family 

VOL. H. D 
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that you will not allow me to visit— how's 
this ? — and you look as pale as death be- 
sides/' 

** Q, sir," repeated Caleb again, " you 
would but laugh if I tauld it ; but Thomas 
the Rhymer, whose tongue couldna be 
fause, spoke the word of your house that 
will e'en prove ower true if you go to Ra- 
venswood this day — O that it should e'er 
have been fulfilled in my time !'^ 
' " And what is it, Caleb ?" said Ravens- 
wood, Wishing to sooth the fears of his old 
servant. 

Caleb replied, " he had never repeated 
the lines to living mortal — they were told 
to him by an auld priest that had been 
confessor to Lord Allan's father when the 
family were catholic. But mony a time," 
he said, •* I' hae soughed thae dark words 
ower to mysell, and, well-a-day ! little did 
I think of their coming round this day.** 

•« Truce with your nonsense, and let me 
hear the doggrel which has put it into your 
jiead," said the Master impatiently. 

10 
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With a quivering voice, and a cheek pale 
with apprehension, Caleb faoltered out the 
following lines :-^ 

" When the last Laird of Raveii8w:ood to Ravenswood 

shall ride^ 
And wooe a dead maiden to be his bride^ 
He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flow^ 
And his name shall be lost for evermoe V* 

*< I know the Kelpie's flow well enough ; 
I suppose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand betwixt this tower and Wolffs-hope ; 
but why any man in his senses should stable 
a steed there*' 

<< O, never speer ony thing about that, 
sir — God forbid we should ken what the 
prophecy means— but just bide you at 
hame, and let the strangers ride to Ra- 
.venswood by themselves. We have done 
aneugh for them ; and to do mair, would 
be mair against the credit of the family 
than in its faYOun" 

« Well, Caleb," said the Master, « I give 
vou the best possible credit for your good 
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advice on tliis occasion ; but as I do ilot 
go to Ravenswood to seek a bride, dead or 
alive, I hope I shall chuse a better stable 
for my horse than the Kelpie's quick- sand, 
and especially as I have always had a par- 
ticular dread of it since the .patrole of dr^- 
goons were lost there ten years since. My 
father and I saw them from the tower 
struggling against the advancing tide, and 
they were Imt long befons any help could 
jreach them." 

^^ And tbey desecvad it we^, the soufli- 
era loons," said Caleb ; *^ wliat bad tihey 
ado capering on our sands, and hindering 
a wheen honest folk frae bringing on shore 
' a drap brandy ? I hae seen them that busy, 
that I wad hae fired the auld culverio, or 
the demiaaker that's on the souUi bartizan 
at them, only I was feared they might burs^ 
iin. the ganging off." 

^CSaleb's brain was now fully engaged 
with abuse of the English sddiery and ex- 
rcisemen, so that his master found no great 
difl^ulty in escaping iroai bim and rejoin- 
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ing his gudrts. Ail wsks now ready for their 
departure ; and one of the Lord Keeper'jS 
grooms having saddled the Master's steed» 
they mounted in the court-yard. 

Caleb had, with much toil, opened the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
thereat stationed himself, endeavouring, 
by the reverential, and, at the same time, 
consequential air which he assumed, to 
supply,, by his own gaunt, wasted, arid 
thin person, the absence of a whele baro- 
nhl estabHshment of porters^ warders, and 
liveried menials^. 

The Keeper returned his deep reverence 
with a cordial farewell, stooping at the 
same time from his horse, and sliding into 
the Butler's hand the remuneration, which 
in those days was always given by a de- 
parting gnest to : the domestics of the fa- 
mily where be had been entertained. Lucy 
smiled on the old man with her usual sweet* 
ness, bade him ^dieu, and deposited her 
guerdon with a grace of action, and a 
gentleness of accent, which could not have. 
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failed to have won tbe faithfol retainer'^ 
heart, but for Thomas the Rhymer, and 
the successful law-suit against his master. 
As it was, he might have adopted the lan- 
guage of the Duke, in As you like it'— 

" Thou wouldst have better pleaded me with diis deed. 
If thoti hadst told me of another father."-^- 

Ravenswood was at the lady's bridle- 
rein, encouraging her timidity, and guiding 
her horse carefully down tbe rocky path 
which led to the moor, when one of tiie 
servants announced from the rear that Ca- 
leb was calling loudly after them, desi- 
ring to speak with bis master. Ravens- 
wood felt it would look singular to neglect 
this sqmmons, although inwardly cursing 
Caleb for his impertinent officiousness; 
therefore he was compelled to relinquish 
to Mr Lockhard the bgreeable duty in 
which he was engaged, and to ride back to 
the gate of the court-yard* Here he was 
beginning, someyrhat peevishly, to ask Caf- 
leb the cause of his clamour, when the good 
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old man exclaimed, ^* Whisht, sir ! whisht^ 
and let me speak just ae word that I cpuld- 
na say afore folk— there"— (putting into 
his lord's hand the money he had just 
received) — •* there's three gowd pieces — 
and ye'll want siller up>bye yonder — ^but 
stay, whisht now !" — for the Master was 
beginning to exclaim against this transfer- 
ence — •* never say a word, but just see to 
get them changed in the first town ye ride 
through, for they are bran new frae the 
mint, and kenspeckle a wee bit." 

** You forget, Caleb,** said his master^ 
striving to force back the money on bis 
servant, and extricate the bridle frooyi his 
hold — •• You forget that I have some^old 
pieces left of my own. Keep these to your- 
self, my old friend ; and, once more, good 
day to you. * I assure you I have plenty. 
You know you have managed that our living 
should cost us little or nothing." 

«« Aweel,'* said Caleb, " these will serve 
for you another time; but see ye hac 
aneugb, for, doubtless, for the credit of 
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the family, there maun be some civility to 
the servants, and ye maun hae something 
to mak a show with when they say. Mask 
ter, will you bet a broad piece ^ Then ye 
maun tak out your purse, and say, I carena 
if I do ; and tak cate no to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and just put up youf 
purse again, and" 

" This is intolerable, Caleb— I really 
must be gone." 

" And you will go, then ?" said Caleb, 
loosening his hold upon the Master's cicmk, 
and changing his didactics into a pathetic 
and mournful tone — " And you wiU go, 
for a' 1 have told you about the prophecy, 
and the dead bride, and the Kelpie's quick** 
sand ? — Aweel ! a wilful man maun hae bis 
way — he that will to Cupar maun to Cupar. 
But pity of your life, sir, if ye be fowling 
or shooting in the Park— beware of drink- 
ing at the Mermaiden's well — —He's gane ! 
he's down the path, arrow-flighf stfter hei* ! — 
The h6ad is as cleaAi ta'en aff the Ravens- 
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wood family this day, as I wad cha^ the 
head affa sybo!" 

The old Butler looked long after his 
master, often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to his eyes, that he mi^t, as long as 
possible, distinguish bis stately form from 
those of the other horsemen. <* Close to 
her bridlB-rcin-*ay,' close to her bridle* 
rein !— ^Wisely saith the holy man, * By 
this also you may know that woman hath 
dominion oirer all meii ;'*-^and without this 
lass would not oiir ruin have been altoge* 
ther fulfflled.* 

With an heart fraught with such sad au-^^^ 
guries did Caleb return to his necessary 
duties at WoIP^ (^f^Rt so soon as he could 
no longer distinguish the object of his 
anxiety among the groupe of riders, whicki 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time th^ party jpursued their 
foute joyfully. Having once taken his^re- 
tolutioii, the Master of Ravensivood waa 
not of a character to hesitate or pause. upcNb^ 

D.2. 
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it He abandoned himself to the pleasure 

he felt In Miss Ashton's company^ and dis-^ 

< 

played an assiduous gallantry, which ap- 
proached as nearly to gaiety as the temper 
of his mind and state of his family permit- 
ted. The Lord Keeper was much struck 
with his depth of observatioUi and the un- 
usual improvement which he had derived 
from his studies. Of these accomplish^ 
ments Sir William Ashton's profession and 
habits of society rendered him an excdient 
judge ; and he well knew how to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a total 
stranger, the brief and decided dauntless- 
ness of the Master of Ravenswood's disposi* 
tion, who seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
and to fear. In his heart the Lord Keeper 
rejoiced at having conciliated an adversary 
so formidable, while, with a mixture of 
pleasure and anxiety, he anticipated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve, were the breath of court*&vour to 
fill his saikf. 
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; ** Wh2A could she desire/' he thought, 
his mind always coDJuriug up opposition 
in the person of Lady Ashton to his now 
prevailing wish—*' What could a woman, 
desire ia a match, more than the sopiting, 
of a very dangerous claim, and the alliance 
of a son4n4aw, noble, brave, well-gifled, 
and highly-connected — sure to float when- 
ever the tide sets his way — strong, exactly 
where we are weak, in pedigree and in the 
temper of a swordsman ? — Sure no reason- 
able woman would hesitate — But, alas !" — 
Here his argument was stopped by the con- 
sciousness that Lady Ashton was not al- 
ways reasonable, in his sense of the word. 
" To prefer some clownish Merse laird to 
the gallant young nobleman, and to the 
secure possession of Ravenswood upon 
terms of easy compromise — it would be 
the act of a madwoman l"" 

Thus pondered the veteran politician, 
until they reached Bi,ttlebrains House, 
where it had been previously settled they 
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were to dine and repose themselves, ilnd 
prosecute their journey in the afternooiK 

They were received with an eice^s of 
hospitality } and the most marked attention 
was offered to the Master of Ravenswood, 
in particular, by their noble entertainers*. 
The truth was, that Lord Bittlebrains had 
obtained his peerage by a good deal of 
plausibHity, an art of building up a charac^ 
ter for wisdom upon a very trite style of 
common-place eloquence, a steady obser^ 
vation of the changes of the times, and 
the power of rendering certain political 
services to those who could best reward 
them. His tady and he not feeling quite 
easy under their new honours, to which 
use had not adapted their feelings, were 
very desirous to procure the fraternal 
Countenance of those who were bom de» 
nfzena of the regions into which they had 
been exalted from a lower sphere. The 
extreme attentions which thc^y paid to the 
Master of Ravenswood, had its usual cflfect 
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the Lord Keeper^ who» lilthough he had 
a reasonable degree of contempt for Ldrd 
Bittlebrains' general parts^ entertained a 
hioh opinion of the acuteness of his judg* 
ment in matters of self-interest. 

" I wish Lady Ashton had seen this,'' 
was his internd reflection ; <* no man 
knows so weU as Bittlebrains on whicb 
side his bread is buttered; and he fawns 
on the Master like a beggat's messan on n 
cook. And my lady, too, bringing forward 
her beetle-browed misses to skirl and play^ 
upon the virginals, as if ^# said, pick and 
chuse. They are no more comparable to 
Lucy than an owl is to a cygnet, and so 
they may carry their black brows to a 
farther market.'* 

The entertainment being ended, our ti*^ 
Tellers, who had still to measure the long^ 
est part of their journey^ resumed theii^ 
horses ;. and after the Lord Keeper, the 
Master, and the domestics^ had drunk (hci- 
m-dorroch^ m the stirrup-cup, iti the li^ 

2 
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quors adapted to thek various ninks, the 
cavalcade fesumed its progress* 

It was dark by the time they entered 
the avenue of Ravensvrood Castle, a long, 
straight line leading directly to the front 
of the house, flanked with huge elte-tpees,. 
which snghed to the night- wind, as if they 
compassionated the heir of their ancient 
proprietors, who now returned to their 
shades in the society, and almost in the re- 
tinue, of their new master. Some feelings 
of the same kind oppressed the mind of 
the Master himself* He gradually became- 
silent, and dropped a little behind the 
lady, at whose bridle-rein he had hitherto 
waited With such devotion* He well re« 
collected the period, when, at the same 
hour in the evening, he had accompanied 
his fatberi as that nobleman left, never again 
to return to it, the mansion from which 
he derived his name and title* The ex- 
tensive front of the old castle, on . which 
he remembered having often looked back,, 
was then << as black as mourning weedJ"^ 
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The same' front now glanced with many 
lightSi some throwing- far forward into th^ 
night a fixed and stationary blaze^ and 
others hurrying from one window to ano- 
ther, intimating the bustle and busy pre- 
paration preceding their arrival, which had 
been intimated by an a vant- courier* The 
contrast pressed so strongly upon the Mas- 
ter's heart, as to awaken some of the sterner 
feelings with which he had been accus- 
tomed, to regard the new lord of his pater- 
nal domain, and to impress his counter 
nance with an air of severe gravity, when, 
alighted from his horse, Ipe stdod in the 
hall no longer his own, surrounded by the 
numerous menials of its present owner. 

The Lord Keeper,, when about to wel- 
coflfte . him . with the cordiality which their 
late intercourse seemed tp render proper, 
became aware of the change, refrained 
from his purpose^ and only intimated the 
caremony of reception by a deep reverence 
to his guest, seeming thus delicately to 
share the feelings whidi predominated or 
his brow. 
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Two upipet donledticst beating each i 
huge pair of silver candlesticksi now mar* 
fthalled the company into a large saloon 
or with-drawing rotnii where flew altera* 
tions impressed upon Ravens wood the su- 
perior wealth of, the present inhabitants 
of the castle. The mouldering tapestry, 
which, in his father's time, ha<) half co^ 
vered the walls of this stately apartment, 
and half streamed from them in tatters, 
had given place to a complete finishing 
of Wainscot, the eornice of which, as well 
Its the frames of the various compart- 
ments, were ornamented with festoons of 
flowers and with birds, which) though car- 
ved in oak, seemed, such was the art of 
the chisel, actually to swell their throats^ . 
and flutter their wings^ Several old tkmi^ 
ly portraits of armed heroes of the house 
of Ravenswood, together with a suit or 
two of old armour, and some military wea- 
pons, had given place to those Of King 
William and Queen Mary, of Sii: Thomas 
Hope and Lord Stair, two distinguished; 
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Scottish lawyers. The pictures of the 
XK>rd Keeper's father and mother were also 
to be seen ; the hitter^ sour, shrewiirfi, and 
solemn, in her black hood and close pin* 
Tiers, with a book of devotion in her hand ; 
the former, exhibiting beneath a black silk 
Geneva cowl, ot sculLcap, which sate as 
close to the head as if it had been shaven, 
a pinched, peevish, puritanical set of fea- 
tures, terminating in a hungry, reddi^, 
peaked beard, forming on the whole a 
countenance, in the expression of which 
the hypocrite seemed to contend with the 
miser and the knave. And it is to make 
room for such as these, thought Ravens- 
wood, that my ancestors have been torn* 
from the walls which they erected. He look^ 
ed at them again, and, as he looked, the re- 
collection of Lucy Ashton (tbr she had not 
entered the apartment with them) seemeU 
less lively in his imagination. There were 
also two or three Dutch drolleries, as the 
pictures of Qstade and Tenie^rs were then 
termed, with one goodpslinting of tbeltaltaa 
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school* There was, besides^ a noble full- 
length of the hofd Keeper in his robes of 
office, placed beside his lady in ailk and er- 
mine, a haughty beauty, bearing in her look» 
all the pride of the House of Douglas, from 
which she was descended. The painter, 
notwithstanding bis skiU," overcome by the 
reality, or, perhaps, from a suppressed 
sense of humour, had ncyt been able to 
give the husband on the canvass that air 
of awful rule and right supremacy, which 
indicates the full possession of domestic 
authority. It was obvious, at the first 
glance, that, despite mace and gold frogs, 
the Lord Keeper was somewhat hen-peck- 
ed. The floor of this fine saloon was laid 
with rich carpets, huge fires blazed in the 
double chimnies, and ten silver sconces re- 
flecting,, with their bright plates, the lights 
wbich they supported, made the whole 
seem as brilliant as day. 

** Would you chuse any refreshment, 
Master P' said Sir William AshtcHi, not 
unwilling to break the awkward silence. 
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He received no answer, the Msister be-^ 
ing so busily engaged in marking the vjari« 
bus changes which had taken place in the 
apartment, that he hardly heard the Lord 
Keeper address him. A repetition of the 
offer of refreshment, with the addition, 
that the family meal would be presently 
ready, compelled his attention, and re- 
nninded him, that he acted a weak, per^ 
haps even a ridiculous part, in suffering 
himself to be overcome by the circum* 
stances in whioh he found himself. . He 
compelled himself, ^erefore, to enter into 
conversation with Sir William Ashton, with 
as much appesu^ance of indifference as he 
could well command. 

** You will not be surprised, Sir William, 
that I am interested in the changes you 
have made for the better in this apartment. 
In my father^s time, after our misfortunes 
compelled him to live in retirement, it was 
little used, except by me as a play-room, 
^faeh the weather would not permit me to 
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• 

go abroad. In that recess was my little 
work-shopt where I treasured the ffew car« 
penter's tools which old Caleb procured 
for me, and taught me how to use~-there, 
in yonder corner, under that handsome 
silver sconce, I kept my fishing-rods, mA 
huiitirig poles, bow^, and arrows.*" 

•* I have a young bhrkie,'* said the Lord 
Keeper, willing to change the tone of the 
cotfversatioh, ** of mach the same turn— ^ 
He is never happy, save wb^n he is in 
the field^^I wonder he is not liere«*-«'Uere^ 
Lockhard -«- send Wiiliam Shaw for Mb 
Henry-^I suppose he is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy's apron* string— *that foolish girU Mas* 
ter, draws the whole family after het. at 
her pleasure.*' ' 

Even this allusion to bis daughter, 
though artfully thrown out, did not recal. 
Ravenswood from his own topic* 

** We were obliged to Iteacvei" he said, 
^< some armour and portraits in this apart* 
ment — ^may I ask where they have bec» 
removed to ?" 
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•* Why," answered the Keeper, with 
sotaG hesitation, ^^ the room was fitted up 
in our absence*^and cedant arma toga^ is 
the m^xim of lawyers you know-p-I am 
afraid it has be^n here somewhat too U« 
terally complied with. I hope — I believe 
they are safe— I am sure I gave orders- 
may I hope that whe^ they are recovered 
and put in proper order, you will do me 
the honour to accept them at my hand, as 
an atonement for tlieir accidental derange- 
ment?" 

The Master of Ravenswood bowed stifly, 
and, with folded arms, again resumed his 
survey of the room* 

Henry, a spoilt boy of fifteen, burst 
into the room, and ran up to his father. 
<< Think of Inucy, papa j she has come 
bome so cross and so fractious, that she will 
not go down to the stable to see my new 
poney, that Bob Wilson brought from the 
Mull of Galloway." 

^ *« I think you were very unreasonable to 
ask her," said the Keeper. 
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"Then you are as cross sis she is,** aa- 
swered the boy ; ** and when mamma comes 
home she'll claw up both your mittens.*' 

«< Hush your impertinence, you little 
forward imp,*' said his father j " where is 
your ttitOT ?- 

<^ Gone to a wedding at Dunbar — I hope 
he'll get a haggis to his dinner j" and he 
began to sing the old Scottish song, 

r 

" There was a haggis in Dunbar, 

Fal de ral, &c. 
Mony better and few waur, 

Fal de ral/' &c. 

" I am much obliged to Mr Cordery 
for his attentions," said the Lord Keeper ; 
" and pray who has had charge of you 
while I was away, Mr Heniy ?" 

'* Norman and Bob Wilson — ^forbye my 
own self." 

" A groom . and a game-fceeper, and 
your own silly self — proper guardians for 
^ young advocate !— Why, you will never 
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know any statutes but those against shoot- 
ing red- deer, killing salmon, and" ^ 

^< And speaking of red-game/' said the 
young scape-grace, interrupting his father 
Without scruple or hesitation, «^ Norman 
has shot a buck, and I shewed the branches 
to Liicy, and she says they have but eight 
tynes, and she says that you killed a deer 
with Lord Bittlebrains' hounds, when you 
were west away, and do you know she says 
it had ten tynes — ^is it true ?" 

" It may have had twenty, Henry, for 
what I know ; but if you go to that gen- 
tleman he can tell you all about it~-Gro 
speak to him, Henry — it is the Master of 
Ravenswood." 

While they conversed thus, the father 
and son were standing by the fire ; and the 
Master having walked towards the upper 
end of the apartment, stood with his back 
towards them, apparently engaged in exa- 
mining one of the paintings. The boy ran 
up to htm,. and pulled him by the skirt 
of the coat with the freedom of a spoilt 
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chad, sajiog, " I say, sir — ^if you pleiiaf 

to tell me" but when the Master turn* 

cd round, and H^iry saw his face, he be- 
came suddenly and totally disconcerted^ — 
walked two or three st€f>s backward, and 
still gazed on the Master with an air of 
fear and wonder, which had .totally ba- 
nished from bis features their usual ex- 
pression of pert vivacity. 

<« Come to me, young gentleman," said 
the Master, '< and I will tell you all I 
know about the hunt" 

^< Go to the goitleman, Henry," said bis 
father, '^ you are not used to be so shy." 

But neither invitation nor exhortation 
had any effect on the boy. On the con- 
trary, he turned round as soon as he had 
completed his survey of the Master, and 
walking as cautiously as if he had been 
treading upon eggs, he glided back to his 
father, and pressed as close to him as pos- 
sible* Ravenswood, to avoid hearing the 
dispute betwixt the father and the over- 
indulged boy, thought it most pdite to 
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turn his face once more towards the pic- 
tures, and pay no attention to what they 
said. 

•< Why do you not speak to the Master, 
you little fool ?" said the Lord Keeper. 

*^ I am afraid," said Henry, in a very low 
tone* 

*< Afraid, you goose !" said his father, 
giving him a slight shake by the collar. 
«< What makes.you afraid T 

«< What makes him so like the picture 
of Sir Malise Ravenswood, then ?* said the 
boy, whispering. 

•* What picture, you natural T said his 
father. " I used to think you only a scape- 
grace, but I believe you will turn out a 
born idiot" 

•« I ttll you it is the picture of old Ma- 
lise of Ravenswood, and he is as like it as 
if he had loupen out of the canvas ; and it 
is up in the old Baron's hall that the maids 
launder the clothes in, and it has armour 
and not a coat like the gentleman, and he 
has not a beard and whiskers like the pic* 
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ture, and it has another kind of thing 
fibout the throat and no band-strings as he 
has, and"- — 

«• And why should not the gentleman be 
like his ancestor, yoci silly boy ?*' said the 
Lord Keeper. 

*^ Ay ; but if he is come to chase ns all 
out of the castle," said the boy, •* and has 
twenty misn at his back in disguise^-— and is 
come to say, with a hollow toice, I bide my 
ftW,— *and is to kill you on the hearth as 
Malise did the other man, and whose blood 
is still to be seen !" 

^< Hush ! nonsense f ' said the Lord Keep- 
er, not himself much pleased to hear these 
diss^greeable coincidences forced on his no- 
tice. *^ Master, here comes Lockhard to 
say dinner is served." 

And, at the same instant, Lucy entered 
at another door, having changed her dress 
since her return. The exquisite^ feminine 
beauty of her countenance, now shaded 
only by a profusion of sunny tresses ; the 
sylph-like form disencumbered of her heavy 
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riding-skirtt and mantled in azure silk ; the 
grace of her manner and of her smile* 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa« 
vourable thoughts which had for some time 
over-clouded his fancy* In those features, 
so sim[^y sweet, he could trace no alliance 
with the pinched visage of the peak-beard- 
ed black-capped puritan, or his starched 
withered spouse, with die craft expressed 
in the Lord Keeper's countenance, or the 
haughtiness which predominated in that of 
his lady ; and, while he gazed on Lucy 
Ashton, s^e seemed to be an angel de- 
scended on iearth, unallied to the coarser 
mortals among whom she deigned to dwell 
for a season. Such is the power of beauty 
over a youtbfLil and entiiusiastic fancy» 
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CHAPTER VI. 



I do too Dl in this. 



And must not think but that a parent's plaint 
Will move the heavens to pour forth misery 
Upon the head of disobediency. 
Tet reason teUs us, parents arc o'erseen, 
When with too strict a rein they do held in 
Their child's afiection^ and controul that love^ 
Which the high powers divine inspire them with. 

The Hoff hath lost his Ptarl 

The feast of Ravenswood Castle was as 
remarkable for its profusion, as that of 
Wolf's Crag had been for its ill- veiled pe- 
nury. The Lord Keeper might feel inter- 
nal pride at the qontrast, but he had too 
much tact to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he appeared to remember with 
pleasure what he called Mr Balderstone's 
bachelor's meal, and to be rather disgusted 
than pleased with the display upon his own 
groaning board* 
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" We do these things," he said, ** be*? 
cause others do them — but. I was bred % 

' plain man at my father's frugal table, and 

I should like well would my wife and fa-. 

mily permit me to return to x£ky sowens 

and my poor-man-of-mutton." 

This was a little over-stretcl}^*^-^^'*'^ 
M-^x^-l -v — -^—-c^-^ TTiat different 

ranks — I mean^" said he, correcting him- 
self, " different degrees of wealth, require 
a different style of house-keeping." 

This dry remark put a stop to farther 
conversation on the subject, nor is it ne- 
cessary to record that which was substitu- 
ted in its place. The evening was spent 
with freedom, and even cordiality ; and 
Henry had so far overcome his first apprc-^ 
hensions, that he had settled a party for 
cqursing a stag with the representative and 
living resemblance of grim Sir Malise of 
Ravenswood, called the Revenger. The 
next morning was the appointed time. It 
f&se upon active sportsmen and successfql 
sport The banquet came in course } and 
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a pressing invitation to tftrry yet another 

day was given and accepted. This Ra- 

tenswood had resolved should be the last 

of his stay ; but he recollected he had not 

yet Visited the ancient and devoted servant 

his house, old Alice, and it was but kind 

to the grat ificatioa 
of so ancient an adherent. ^ - 

To visit Alice, therefore, a day was de- 
voted, and Lucy was the Master's guide 
Upon the way. Henry, it is true, accom* 
panied them, and took from their walk the 
air of a Ute-a-tele^ while, in reality, it was 
little else, considering the variety of err- 
cumstances which occurred to prevent the 
boy from giving the least attention to what 
passed between his companions. Now a 
rook settled on a branch within shot — anod 
a hare crossed their path, and Henry and 
his greyhound went astray in pursuit of it 
«-— then he had to hold a long conversation 
with the forester, which detained, him a 
while' behind his companions — ^an4 agaid 
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he went to exaoHne the earth of a badgeri 
n^hich carried him 6n a good way before 
them. 

The conversation betwixt the Master 
and his sisteri meanwhile^ took an interest- 
ing, and almost a confidential turn. She 
could not help mentioning her sense of the 
pain he mast feel in visiting scenes so well 
known to him« bearing now an aspect so 
difibrent } and so gently was her sympathy 
expressed! that Ravenswood felt it for a 
^OQi<Mrt iKs a full requital of all bis misfor- 
tunes* Some such sentiment escaped hioji, 
which Lucy heard w|th.more of confusion 
than displeasure ; and she may be forgiven 
the imprudence of listening to such Ian- 
guage^ considering that the situation in 
which she was placed by her father seemed 
to authorise Ravenswood to use it* Yet 
ahe made an effort ]tp turn the conversa- 
tion, and she succeeded; for the Master 
also had advanced farther than he intend- 
ed, and l^is cons<^ence bad instantly chedc- 
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edfaim when he found himself on the visrge 
of speaking of love to t!lie daughter 6f Sir 
William Ashton. 

They now approached the hut of old 
Alice, which had of late been reiidered 
more comfortable, and presented an ap- 
pearance less picturesque, perhaps, bat far 
neatfer than before. The old woman was 
on her accustomed seat beneath the weep- 
ing birch, basking, with the listless enjoy- 
ment of age and infirniity, in* the beatnst of 
the autumn sun. At the arriVal^ofttef vi- 
sitors she turned her head towards thcfm; 
*< I hear your step. Miss Ashton," she said, 
** but the gentleman who attends you is not 
my lord, your father," 

" And why should you think so, Alice 7^ 
said Lucy j " or how is it possible for you 
to judge so accurately by the sound of a 
step, on this &m earth, and in the open 
air ?" 

<* My hearing, my child, has been sharp- 
ened -by my blindness, and lean now judge 
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of the slightest sounds, which formerly 
reached my ears as unheeded as they now 
approach yours. Necessity is a stem» but 
an excellent school-mistress, and she that 
has lost her sight must collect her informa- 
tion from other sources.'' t , 

<< Well, you hear a man's step^ I grant 
it," said Lucy ; f ' but why, Ahce, may it 
not be my father's ?" 

*< The pace of age, my love, is timid and 
<:autlous — the foot takes leave of the earth 
slowly, and is planted down upon it with 
ixesitation ; it is the hasty and determined 
step of youth that I now hear, and~-couId 
I give credit to so strange a thought — I 
should say it was the step of a Ravens- 
wood." 

" This is indeed," said Ravenswood, " an 
acuteness of organ which I could not have 
credited had I not witnessed it. — I am in* 
deed the Master of Ravenswood, Alice-— 
the son of your old master." 
. ^< You ?" said the old woman with almost 

£ 3 
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a scream df suf^rise«^<« ycm the Master of 
Ravenswood^i^here— in this place, and thus 
aeeompaiiied ^^I canbot believe it— I^et 
me pass my old hand over yoiir face, that 
Illy toueh may bea^ iritne^^ t6 my eaft.** 

The Master sate dtnirn besidtS het on the 
eartbeh bank, and permitted her to toa<^ 
his features with her trembling liand. 

^* It is indeed ^ she said, ^ it is the fea- 
tures ai well as the vmce of Ravenswood-^ 
the high lines of pride, as well as the bold 
atid haughty totie-^But what do you hete. 
Master of Ravenswood ?— -^what dd you in 
ydiit enemy's domain^ and in dompany 
with his child i^ 

As did Alice spoke, her faee kindled, as 
probably that of an ancient feudal vassal 
might have done, ih whose presence his 
ydtithful liege-lord hkA shewed some symp- 
tom of degenerating flom the spirit of his 
ancestors. 

<« The Master of Ravenswodd,** said 
Xucy, who liked iiot the tdfle of thb ex- 



TB£ SUDB or MMMERMaOlU 107 

fMtulattoii) and was detireus to afaodgt 
k| ** U upcwi m visit to my father.' 

^ ladMd T' said the oUl blind womaiit in 
an accent of siir|Mrise. 

^ I knew,'* ooBtinoed Lncy^ ^ I tibovii 
do him a pIoMUre by conductiog hia to 
your cottage/' 

«^ Where, to say the truths Alice^'^ said 
lUvenswood, «< I expected a more coidial 
leceptioiu" 

«« It is most wondeifidy'* asid the old 
woman, muttering to herself; ^ bat the 
ways of Heaven are sot lifce our waysi and 
lis judgments are brought about by means 
&r beyond our fiuhoming*— Hearken, young 
anan,'^ she said ; ** yo^r fiithers were knpla- 
caUe, but they west bonouiablie foes i they 
sought not to ruin their enemies under the 
jtissk of hospitality. What have yoa to do 
with Lucy Ashton F'-^why should your steps 
move in the same foot- path with her's ?7^ 
why should yoti^ voice sound in the same 
dsord and time wift tiMiie of Sk: WUhijim 
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Ashtoa's daughter ?^-*Youag man* be who 
aims at revenge by disbonQurable ipeaBs^-* 

*^ Be silent, woman !? said Ravenswcx)d 
sternly i *^ is it the devil ibat prompts your 
voice ? — Know tbat this young lady has not 
on earth a friend, who would venture far- 
ther to save her from injury or from in- 
tuit**^ 

*< And is it even so ?'* said the <dd wo- 
man, in ^n altered but melancholy tone— 
•^ then God help you bo^ !" 

** Amen ! Alice," said Lucy, wjbp had 
not comprehended the import of what the 
blind woman bad hinted, ** and send you 
your senses, Alice^ and your good»humbun 
If you hold this mysterious language iur 
stead of welcoming ybur friends, they will 
think of you as other people do.'' 

«« And how do other people think ?^ 
said Ravenswood, for he also began to think 
the old woman spoke with incoherence. 

" They think/' said Henry Ashton, who 
eame up at that momenty aiid whispered 
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into Ravenswood's ear. *^ that she is % 
^tch that should have been burned with 
them that sufiered at Haddington." 

" Whatsis that you say?" said Alice^ 
turning towards the boy, her sightjess vi- 
S3ge inflamed with passion, *< that 1 am a 
witch^ and ought to have suffered with the 
helpless old .wretches who were murdered 
at Haddington ?" 

^ >* Hear to that now," again whispered 
Henry, *< and ine whispering lower than a 
wen cheeps," 

*\ If the usur^4| aiid the oppressor, and 
the grinder of the poor man's face, and Uie 
reoiover of ancient land-marks, and the 
subverter of sKicient houses, were at the 
sanae stake with me, I could say, light the 
fire, in God's name !" 

. " This Js dreadful," said Lucy ; " I have 
never seen the poor deserted woman in th»i 
state.of mind ; but age and poverty can ill 
bear reproach.— Come, Henry, we will 

* ■ * • 

leave her for the present-^she wishes to 
speak with the Master alone. We will 
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walk homeward, and rest us,'' she added^. 
looking at Ravenswoodi. *< by the Mer^ 
maiden's Well;* 

•• And Alicfe,** said the boy^ <« if you 
know of any hare that comes through 
among the deer, and makes them drop 
their calves out of M2UN>n, you may tdl 
her, with my compliments ta comm^^d, 
that if N^orman has not got a silver bullet 
ready for her, Til lend him one of my 
doublet-buttons on purpose/*^ 

Alice made no answer till she wa» awafe 
that they were out of lp«iring. She theO) 
said to Ravenawood, •* And you, too,, are 
angry with me for my love ?-— it is just tiu^ 
strangers should be offended, but you, too,. 
Me angry.'* 

^< I am not angry, Alice,'' said llie Mas- 
ter, ^* only surprised that you, whose' good 
sense I have heard so oUten praised^ should 
give way to offensive atfi unfounded sus^« 
eions." 

•^ Oflfensive f* said AUce— « Ayy truth^is^ 
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ever offensive— -but» surely^ not unfound* 

^ I tell you, dattiey most grbuadless^'* 
replied Ravenswood. 

^* Then tibe World has changed its wont» 
and the Ravenswoods iheir hereditary teni'^ 
per, and the eyes of old Alice's under^ 
standing are yet more blind than those of 
her countenance. When did a Ravens- 
wood seek the house of hia enemy, but with 
the purpose of revenge ?^— and hither yoo^ 
are come, Edgar Ravens wood, either in 
fatal anger, or in still more fatal love." 

/* In neither," said Ravenswood^ '< I give 
you mine hom>ur-^I mean, J assure you." 

Alice could not see his blushing cheek,^ 
but she noticed his hesitation^ and that he 
retracted the pledge which be seemed at 
first disposed to attach to his denial. 

«* It is 80, then,"* she said, ^ and there- 
fbre she is to taJrry by the Mermaiden'^ 
Well ! Oflen has it been catted a place fa- 
tal tD the lace of RaveB8ivood<^ofteQ haft 



lis TAUBS or MT LANDLOJ». 

it proved so-^ut never wajs it likely to ve- 
rify old sayings so much as on this day." 
* ** You drive me to madness, Alice/' said 
Ravenswood j '^ you are more silly and 
mpre superstitious than old Balderstone. 
Are you such a wretched Christian as to 
suppose 1 should maintain war with the 
Ashton family, as was the sanguinary ci^ 
torn in elder times ? or do you suppose me 
so foolish, that^ I cannot walk by a young 
lady's side without plunging headlong, in 
love with her ?'* 

•• My thoughts/' replied Alice, •* are mj 
own i and if my mortal sight is closed to ' 
objects present with me, it may be I can 
look with more steadiness into future events. 
Are you prepared to sit lowest at the board 
which was once your father's own, unwil- 
lingly, as a connection and ally of his proud 
successor ?«-Are you ready to live on his 
bounty— *to follow him in the bye-paths of 
intrigue and chicane, which none jcan bet* 
ter point out to you-^to gnaw the bones 
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of hk prqr when he has devdured the sub-^' 
stance ?— Can you say as Sir William Ash- 

r ■ 

ton says-«^thinkras he thinks-^vote as he 
votes, and call your father^s murderer you^ 
worshipful father-in-law and revered pa^ 
tron ? — Ravenswood, I am the eldest ser-:* 
vant of your house, and I would rather €ee 
you shrouded and coffined." 

The tumult in Ravenswood's mind was 
uiK^ommonly great ; she struck upon aAd 
awakened .a chord which he had for soma 
time successfully silenced^ He strode back- 
wards and forwards through the little gar* 
den with a hasty pace; and at length 
checking himself, and stopping right opr 
posite to AUce, he exclaimed^ ^* Woman ! 
on the verge of the grave, dare you urge 
the son of your master to blood and jto re* 

venge?" 

" God forbid !" said Alice solemnly j 
** and therefore I would have you depart ^ 
these fatal bounds, where your love^ as 
well as your hatred, threatens : sure mis- 
ohief, or at least disgrace, both ^o yourself . 

9 



waA others; I wmdd shie1d5 were it in the 
power of this withered hand, the Ashtons 
firom you and you from theiD» and both 
from their own passions. You can hare 
nothing-'-Knight to have nothing, in com* 
jQon with them«-«BegOQe from among them ; 
and if God has destined vengeance on the 
oppressor's house, do not you be the instru- 
■Wit*" 

#* I wiU think on what ypu have said, 
AUce," said Ravenswood more composifcd- 
ly. ^* I believe you mean truly and faitii* 
fuHy by me, hut you urge the freedom^ o€ 
an ancient domestic somewhat too far» 
But figirewell ; and if Heaven afford me 
better means, I will not fail to contribute 
to your comfort.'' 

He attempted to put a piece qf gold into 
her hands which she refused to receive} 
and, in the slight struggle attending his 
wish to force it upon her, it dropped to 
the earth. 

«* Let it remain an instant on the ground,*^ 
said Alicci as the Master stooped to raise 



^ 
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it ; ^ ind believe me, that piece of gold i» 

an emblem of her whom you love i she is 

as precious, I grant, but you must stoop 

even to abasement before you can win hen 

For me, I have as little to do with gold a^ 

with earthly passions ; and the best news 

that the world has in store for me is^ that 

Banudanvetiswood is an hundred miles dis^ 
tant from thereat or ^M^«MiAa««9rv^rnitlr^h« 

determination never again to review it." 

<* Ali^e^'' said the Master, who began to 

think this earrisstcdss bad scrne more secret 

cause than arose from any thing that the 
blind woman eould have gathered from this 
casual visit, << I have heard you praised by 
my mother for your sense, acuteness, and 
fidelity } you are no fool to start at shaf^ 
dows, or to dread old superstitious saws, 
like Caleb Balderstone ; tell me distinctly 
where my danger lies, if you are aware of 
any which is tending towards me« If I 
know myself, I am free from all such views 
leipecting Miss Ashton as you impute to 
me. I have necessary business to settle 






HIT TAUS OF MV LAMULORD. 

k 

• with Sir William — ^that arranged, I shall 

depart ; and with as little wish, as you may 

easily believe, to return to a place full of 

melancholy subjects of reflection, as you 

have to see me here.'* > 

Alice bent her sightless eyes on the 

ground, and was for a moment plunged in 

deep meditation. ** I will speat *^^^^ — ^> 
tAtxs Tfitiu, at i^iTgnrTaisiHg up her head—* 

** I will tell you the source of my appre- 
hensions, whether my candour be ibr gdod 
or evil — Lucy Ashton loves you, Lord of 
Kavenswood !'• 

'^ It is impossible,'' said the Master. . 

'< A thousand circumstances have proved 
it to me. Her thoughts have turned on na 
one else since you saved her from death, 
and that my experienced judgment has won 
from her own conversation. Having told 
you this— -if you are indeed a gentleman and 
your father's son — ^you will make it a motive 
for flying from her presence^ Her passioa 
will die like a lamp, for want of that the 
flame should feed ypon ; but, if you re* 
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main here, her destruction, or yours, or 
that of both, will be the inevitable conse- 
quence of her mispkced attachment. I 
tell you this secret unwillingly, but it could 
not have been hid long from your own ob- 
servation ; and it is better you learn it from 
mine. Depart, Master of Ravenswood^ — 
you have my secret. If you remain an 
hour under Sir William Ashton's roof with- 
out the resolution to marry his daughter, 
you are a villain — if with the purpose of 
allying yourself with him, you are an infa- 
tuated and predestined fool." 

So i^aying, the old blind woman arose, 
assumed her staff, and, totterii)g to her hut, 
entered it and dosed the door, leaving Ra- 
venswood to his own reflections. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

'* Loydiar ui her owii retiUvd «Mtt 

tliatt Naitd by tbe side 

Of GreciAn farook^or Lady of the Men 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romanceL 

yfosLDSwovrm. 

The meditations of Ravenswopd were 
of a very mixed complexion. He saw luai<- 
sdf at once m the very dilemma wbieh be 
had for some time felt appreiiensive ht 
might be placed in. The pleasure he fek 
in Lucy's company^ bad indeed approached 
to fascination 9 yet it had never altogether 
surmounted his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his father's foe ; and 
even in forgiving Sir William Ashton the 
injuries whic^ his house had received, and 
giving him ^^^dit for the kind intentions 
he professea%o entertain, he could not 



THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. 119 

bring himself to contemplate as possible 
an alliance betwixt their houses. Still he 
felt that Alice spoke truth, and that his 
honour now required he should take an 
instant feare of Ratrenswood Castle, or he- 
come a suitor of Lucy Ashton. The pos- 
sibility of heing rejected, too, should he 
make advances to her wealthy and power- 
ful father-^to sue for the hand of an Ash- 
ton and be refused — this were a consum- 
mation too disgraceful. " I wish her well/^ 
he said to himself ** and for her sake I 
forgive the injuries her father has done to 
my house ; but I wiH never— no, never 
see her more !** 

"With one bitter pang he adopted this 
resolution, just as he came to where two 
paths parted ; the one to the Mermaiden's 
^Fountain, where he knew Lucy waited him, 
the other leading to the castle by another 
and more circuitous road. He paused an 
instant when about to take the latter path, 
thinking what apology he should make for 
conduct which must needs seem extraor- 
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dinary,. and had just muttered to himself^ 
^< Sudden news from Edinburghr-^any pre- 
text will serve; — only let me dally no longer 
here," when young Henry came flying up 
to him, half out of bcoath*— ^< Master, Mas- 
ter — ^yau must give Lucy your arm back to 
the castle, for I cannot give h^r mine ; for 
Norman is waiting for me, and I am to go 
with him to make bis ring-walk, and I would 
not stay away for a gold Jacobus, and Lucy 
is afraid to walk home alone, though all 
the wild nowt have been shot, and so you 
must come away directly." 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded, a fea- 
ther's weight will turn the scale. *• It is 
impossible for me to leave the young 1 dy 
in the wood alone," said Ravenswood 

> 

•* to see, her once more can be of Uttle 

consequence, after the frequent meetings 

we have had — I ought too^ in courtesy, to 

apprize her of my intention, to quit the 

castle." 

, And having thus satisfied . himself that 

he was taking not only a. wise, but an ab- 
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ftolutely necessary step, he took the path 
to the fatal fountain. Henry no sooner 
saw htm on the way to join his sister^ than 
he was off like lightning in another direc- 
tion, to enjoy the society of the forester 
ia their congenial pursuits. Ravenswood, 
not allowing himself to give a second 
thought to the propriety of his own con- 
duct, walked with a quick step towards 
the stream, where he found Lucy seated 
alone by the ruin. 

She sate upon one of the disjointed 
stones of the ancient fountain, and seem- 
ed to watch the progress of its current, as 
it bubbled forth to day-light, in gay and 
sparkling profusion, from under the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with 

* 

which veneration, or perhaps remorse, had 
canopied its source. To a superstitious 
eye, Lucy Ashton, folded in her plaiden 
mantle, with her long hair, escaping part- 
ly from the snood and falling upon her 
silver neck, might have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Fountain. 

VOL. II, F 
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But Ravenswbod only saw a female ex^u 
sitely beautifulf and rendered yet mor^ so 
in his eyes — ^how could it be otherwise— 
by the consciousness that she had placed 
her affections on Urn. As he ga;Ked on 
her, he felt his fixed resolution mdtiiag 
like wax in the sjiiny and hastened, there^ 
fore, from his concealment in the neigh- 
bouring thipket. She saluted him, but did 
stot arise from the stone on which she was 
seated. 

«^ My mad-cap brother," she said, ^< has 
leflb me, but I expect him back in a few 
minutes— for fortunately, as every thing, 
at least any thing, pleases him for a mi- 
nute, nothing h^s charms for him nauch 
linger;* 

Bavenswood did not feel the power of 
informing Lucy that her brother medita- 
ted a distant excursion, and would not re- 
turh in haste* He s£U;e himself down on 
the grass!, at some little distance from Miss 
Asbton, and both were silent fQr a short 
space. 
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"*« i like this spot/' said Lucy at length, 
98 if she had found the silence embarrass- 
ing; ^ the bubbling' murmur of the clear 
fountain, the waving of the treeis, the pro- 
fhsion of grass and ilk^ild-flowers, that rise 
M&ong the ridnSy make it like a scene in 
romance. I think, too, I have heard it is 
a spot connected with the legendary lore 
"which I love so well." 

^* It has been thought,** answered Ra- 
vcnswood, ^< a fatal w^ot to our femtljr, and 
1 have some reason to term it so, for it 
was here I first saw Miss Ashton— «and it 
iB here I mast take my leave of her for 
ever.* 

The blood, which the first part of this 
speech called into Luoy*s cheeks, was 
qpeedlly expelled by its conclusion. 

^^ To take leave of us, Master V^ she ex- 
claimed; ^* what can h^ve happened to 
hurry you away ? — I know Alice hates— ^J 
mean dislikes my fatheiv^and I hardly un* 
derstood her humour to-day, it was so 
mysterious. But I am certain my father is 
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sincerely grateful for the high service you 
rendered us. Let me hope that having 
Yion your friendship hardly, we shall not 
lose it lightly." 

m 

« Lose it, Miss Ashton ? — No— wherever 
my fortune calls me — whatever she inflicts 
upon me — it is your friend — ^your sincere 
friend, who acts or suffers. But there is a 
fate on me, and I must go, or I shall add 
the ruin of others to my own/* 

** Yet do not go from us. Master,"* said 
Lucy ; and she laid her hand, in all simpli- 
city and kindness, upon the skirt of bis 
cloak, as if to detain him — ** You shall not 
part from us — My father is powerful ! he 
has friends that are more so than himself-— 
do not go till you see what his gratitude 
will do for you. Believe me, he is already 
labouring in your behalf with the Council.'* 

<< It may be so,*' said the Master, proud- 
ly; " yet it is not to your father, Miss 
Ashton, but to my own exertions, that I 
ought to owe success in the career on 
which I am about to enter* My prepara- 
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lions are already made — a sword ai)d a 
cloak, and a bold lieart and a determined 
hand." 

Lucy covered her face with her hahds^ 
and the teats, in spite of her, forced their 
way between heir fingers. •* Forgive me,'* 
said Ravens wood, taking her right hand, 
/which, after slight resistance, she yielded 
to him, still continuing to shade her face 
with the left — <• I am too rude — too rough 
•*— -too intractable to deal with any being 
so sofl and gentle as you are. Forget that 
so stern a vision has crossed your path of 
life — and let me pursue mine, sure that I 
can meet with no worse misfortune after 
the moment it divides me from yodr side.*' 

Lucy wept on, but her tears were less 
bitter. Each attempt which the Master 
made to explain his jpurpose of departure, 
only proved a new evidence of his desire 
to stay ; until, at length, instead of bid- 
ding her farewell, he gave his faith to her 
for ever, and received her troth in return. 
The whole passed so suddenly, and arose 
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to much out of the immediate iopulse* of 
the moment, that ere the Master of Ra- 
venswood could reflect upon the conse- 
quences of the fttep which lie had taken, 
tiieir lipfl^ as wdl as tibeir hands, had 
pledged the sincerity of their afifection. 
, << And now,** he said, after a moment's 
consideration, *^ it is fit I should speak to 
Sir William Ashton^^-he must know of our 
engagement, Ravenswood must not seem 
to dwell under his roof, to solicit claadea- 
tinely the affections of his daughter."* 

** You would not speak to my fatiier on 
the subject," said Lucy, doubtingly j and 
then added more warmly, " O do nofe^^— 
do not 1 Let your lot in life be determined 
i^-your station and purpose ascertained, be- 
fore you address my father ; I am sure he 
loves you-«.I think he will consent — but 
then my mother'* — p— 

She paused, ashamed to expr/esa the 
doubt she felt how far her father dared to 
form any positive resolution on this most 
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impotUnt subject, witboat the consent of 
his lady. 

•^ Your mother, my Lucy ?•* replied Ra- 
venswdod ; ^' she is of the house of Dou- 
glas, ft house that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its gtdfy amd power were 
at the highe8t---^what could your mother 
object to my alUance ?* 

** I did not say object,^ said Lucy; 
^' but she is jealous of her rights, and may 
claim a mother's title to be consulted in 
the first instance;'^ 

« Be it so,* replied Ravenswood ; ^ Lon- 
don is distant, but a letter will reach it 
and receive an answer within a fortnight— 
I will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
instant reply to my proposal.'* 

** But,** hesitated Lucy, " were it not 
better to wait— to wait a few weeks— *weie 
my mother to see you— to know you—I 
am sure she \^ould approve j but you are 
unacquainted personally, and the ancient 
feud between the families" — '— 

Ravenswood fixed upon her his keen 
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dark eyes, as if he was desirous of penetra- 
tiDg into her very soul. 

" Lucy," he said, «* I have sacrificed to 
you projects of vengeance long nursedt 

and sworn to with ceremonies little better 

• » 

than heathen — I sacrificed them to your 
image^ ere I knew the worth which it re- 
presented. In the evening which succeeded 
xny poor father's funeral, I cut a lock from 
my hair, and, as it consumed in the fire, I 
swore that my rage and revenge should 
pursue his enemies, until they shrivelled 
before me like that scorched-up symbol of 
annihilation." 

" It was a deadly sin,^ said Lucy, turn- 
ing pale, " to make a vow so fatal." 

*« I acknowledge it," said Ravenswood, 
** and it had been a worse crime to keep it. 
Jt was for your sake that I abjured these 
purposes of vengeance, though I scarce 
knew that such was the argument by which 
I was conquered, until I saw you once 
more, and became conscious of the influ- 
ence you possessed over me." 
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«« And -why do you now," said Lucy, 
^< recall sentiments so terrible — sentiments 
so .inconsistent with those you profess for 
sne — with those your importunity has pre- 
vailed on me to acknowledge ?" 

^* Because I would impress on you the 
price at which I have bought your love— • 
-the right I have to expect your constancy. 
I say not that I have bartered for it the 
honour of my house, its last remaining pos« 
session — but though I say it not, and think 
it not, I cannot conceal from myself that 
the world may do both." 

" If such are your sentiments," said 
Lucy, *^ you have played a cruel game with 
me. But it is not too late to give it over- 
take back the faith and troth which you. 
could not plight to me without suffering 
abatement of honour — ^let what is passed 
be as if it had not been — ^forget me — I will 
endeavour to forget myself." 

« You do me injustice," said the Master 
of Ravenswood ; « by all I hold true and 
honourable, you do me the extremity of 

F 2 
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iDJastice*— if I tnefttfomd the pcice ftt 
whicb I have bought your love» it is odIj 
to shew how mueb J prize it» to biod otir 
engagement by a still firmer tie» and to 
shew» by what I have done to atlain this 
atation in your regard, how much I must 
sufier should you ever break your fieudi.'' 

^* And why, Raveaswood," answered 
Lucy, ^' should you think that possible ?-<^ 
l¥by should you urge me with even the 
mention of in^elity ?•-— Is it because I a^k 
you to delay applying to my £ither for a 
little space of tiine ? Bind me by what 
vows you please ; if vows are unnecessary 
to secure constancy, they may yet prevent 
suspicion.'' 

Ravenswood pleaded, apotogabEod, and 
even kneeled, to appease her displeasinre ; 
and Lucy, as placable as she was single, 
hearted, readily forgave the ofieoce which 
his doubts had. implied; The dispute thw 
agitated^ hawever,. ended by the lovers 
going through an emblematic cereofiony of 
their trotb-pligfat of whidi ik^ vidgar still 
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preterve some traces, lliey broke be- 
twixt them the thin broad-piece of gold 
which AHce had refused to receive from 
Ravenswood. 

^ And never shall this leave my bosom/* 
said Lucy, as she hung the piece of gdd 
round her nfeck^ and concealed it with her 
faandkercfaief, <^ ttntil you, Edgar RavenSi- 
irood, ask me to reitign it to you«*and^ 
while I wear it, never shall that heart ae» 
knowledge another love than" youths." 

With Hke protestations, Ravenswood 
placed bis portion of tiie coin c^posite t6 
his heart And now, at length, if st^iiek 
f^em, that titne hislA hurried fiM on dn^ 
ring this interview, and their absence at 
fihe casde wonld be subject of remack, if 
not of aknn. As Miey aeo^ fitr leave the 
l&nntain which had' been witaesfei of their 
mutual engagement, an arrow whisUed 
through. the air, and struck a ra^^ekl perch-»^ 
ed on the sere branch of an <dd o^y.near. 
to where th^ Had beeil' sealed* The bird 
fluttered a ftw yards^ an^' dropped at the 
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feet of Lucy^ whose dress was stained with 
some spots of itsi blood. 

Miss Ashton was much alarmed, and 
Ravenswoody surprised and angry, looked 
everywhere for the marksman, who had 
given them a proof of his skill as little ex^ 
pected as desired. He was not long of 
discovering himself Being no other than 
Henry Ashton, who came running up with 
a cross-bow in his hand. 

'* I knew I should startle you/' he said ; 
^* and do you know you looked so busy 
that I thought it would, have fallen souse 
on your heads before you were aware of it 
-~What was the Master saying to you, 

lAicy r 

. ^* I was telling your sister what an idle 
lad you were, keeping us waiting here for 
you so lofigt'* said Ravenswood, to save 
Lucy's confusion. 

« Waiting for me ? Whjp, I told you to 
see Lucy home, and that I was to go to 
tp^e the ring- walk with old Norman in 
thQ Hayberry thicket, and ypu majr he 
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sure that would take a good bo tor, and we 
have all the deer's macks and fncnishea 
got, while you were si4tiag here with loicy 
like a lazy loon.'' 

- ** Well, weU, Mr Henry," s^d Ravens* 
wood $ ** but let us see how you will an^ 
awer to me for killing the raven. Do you 
know the ravens are all under the protec* 
tion of the Lmrds of Ravenswood, and, to 
kill one in their presence^ is such bad luck 
^at it deserves the stab V' 

*^ And that's what Norman said," replied 
the boy ; ^* he came as far with me as 
within a flight>shot of you, and he said he 
^ever saw a raven sit still so near living 
folks, and he wi^d it might be for good 
luck ) f<H: tte raven is one of the wildest 
birds that flies, unless it be a taiine one^">» 
iM^d so I crept on and onr till I was wiUiin 
three score yards of him, and then whiz 
went the bolt, and there he lies, &ith ! Was 
it not well shot F^^and, I dsure say, I have 
not diotin a crossp^bow — iipt ten times^ 
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<< Admtrablj shot iiideed»'' ssid Rsvetis* 
wood ; << and you will be a fine marksman 
if you practise hard.** 

« That's what Norman says,** answered 
the boy; ^ but I am sure it is not my fault 
if I do not practise enough ; for, of ftee 
will, I would do little else, only my father 
and tutor are angry sometimes, and onljr 
Miss Lucy there gives herself airs about 
my being busy, for all she can sit idle by sfc 
well-side the whole day when she has a 
handsome young gentleman to prate wi'— 
I have known her do so twenty times, if 
you will bdieveme.** 

The boy looked at bis sister as he spoke, 
and, in the midst of h^ mischievous chat- 
ter, had the sense to see that he was resiOy 
infficting pain upon her, though wiiliotrt 
being able to comprehettd tiie cause or l£« 
moount. 

•• Come now, Lucy,*' he said, •*'dtont 
greet ; and if I have said any thmg beside 
the nmrki Vli dteny it again-^^-and what docs 
Die Master of Ravenswood care if you hvA, 
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ft hundred sweethearts-«*so ne*er put fingers 
in your eye about it" 

The Master of Rav^oswood was, Ibr 
the moment^ scarce satisfied with what he 
beard; yet his good sense naturally re** 
garded it as the chatter of a spoiled boy; 
who strove to mortify his sister in the 
point which seemed most accessiUe for 
the time. But» although of a temper -equal- 
ly slow in receiving impressions, and el^ 
stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 
Henry smred to nourish in his nund some 
vague suspicion, that Im present engage- 
ment might only end in Us being exposed 
like a vanijuished eoemy io a Roman tri- 
umph, a captive attendant on the car of a 
victor; who meditflubed only the satiatii^ 
his pride at the expense of the vanqaishedL 
There was, we repeat it» no real ground 
whatever for such an apprehensii»>, wx 
could he be said seriously to entertain such 
for a nwxQient. Iw&eed it was impossible 
to loid: at the clear blue eye of Lucy Asi»- 
ton,. and ent^txtn the slightest perauffi&nt 
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doubt concerning the sincerity of ber dis* 
position. StUlt however, conscious pride 
and conscious poverty combined to ren- 
der a mind suspicious, which, in more for- 
tunate circumstances, would have been a 
stranger to that as well as to other mean- 
ness. 

They reached the castle, where Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton, who had been alarmed by 
the length of their stay, met them in< the 
ball. 

** Had Lucy>'* he said, "been in any 
other company than .that of one who had 
shewn, he had so complete power of pro- 
tecting her, he confessed he should have 
been very uneasy, and would have dis- 
patched pensons in. quest of them. But, 
in the company, of the Master of Raven s- 
iWOPds he knew his daughter had. no thing 
Jto dread.'* . . 

Lucy commenced some apology for their 
Jong delay, but, cpnsdence-struck, became 
i^onfUsed as sl^ proceeded ; and when Ra* 
y^wood» coming to her assistance,, en- 
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deavoured to render the expla)[iatioti com*' 
plete ami satisfactory, he only involved 
himself in the same disorder, like one 
vi^ho, endeavouring to extricate- his com* 
panion fi-om a slough, entangles himself 
in the same tenacious swamp. It cannot 
be supposed that the confusion of the two 
youthful lovers escaped the observation of 
the wily lawyer, accustomed,* by habit aini 
profession, to trace human nature through 
all her windings. But it was not his pre* 
sent policy to take any notice of what he 
observ cd. He desired to hold the Mastei? 
of Ravenswood bound, but wished that he 
himself should be free i and it did not oc- 
cur to him that his plan might be defeat* 
ed by Lucy^s returning the passion whidti 
he hoped she might inspire. If she should 
adopt some romantic feelings towards Rac 
venswood, in which circumstances, or the 
positive and absolute opposition of Ladyf 
Ashton, might render it unadvisahle to 
indulge her, the Lord Keeper conceived 
they might be easily sjuperseded and to- 
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Bulled by a joimiey to Edmbi»*gb, dr even 
to London, a new set of Brussels lacey and 
the soft whiqpers of half a dozen of lovers, 
anxious ta replace him whom it was coiii- 
Tenient she should renounce. This was 
im provision for the worst view of the 
ease. But, according to its more probable 
issue, any passing favour she might enter- 
tain for the Master of Ravenswood, might 
require encouragement rather than repress 
won. 

This seemed the more likely, as he had 
that very morning, since their departure 
from the castle, received a letter, the con* 
tents of which he hastened to comma* 
nicate to Ravenswood. A foot-post had 
arrived with a packet to the Lord Keeper 
from that friend whom we have already 
mentioned, who was labouring liard un- 
der*hand to consolidate a band of patriots^ 
at the head of whom stood Sir William's 
greatest terror, the active and ambitious 
Marquis of A«— «->-• The success of this 
convenient friend bad been such, that he 
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had obtatned from Sir WiiliatDt not indeed 
a directly favourable a&swer, bat eef taioly 
a most patient bearing. This be bad reporik 
^ to his principal^ wbo had replied, by the 
anci«it French adage, ^ CM^ema qui parii^ 
€tfemme qui eemstet t'un et f autre va se retif^ 
dre^ A statesman wbo bears you propose 
a. change of measures without reply, was^ 
according to the Marquis's opinion, in the 
aituation of the fortress which parleys, and 
the lady who listens, and be resolved to 
press the siege of the Lord Keeper. 

The packet, therefore, contained a le|» 
ter from his friend and ally, and another 
from himself to the Lord Keeper, frankly 
Bering an unceremonious visit. They 
were crossing the country to go to the 
60uthward--»the roads were indifferent-^ 
the accommodation of the inns as execra* 
Ue as posttble-^the Lord Keeper bad 
been long acquainted intimately with one 
of his correspondents, and though moi^ 
slightly known to the Marquis, had yet 
enough of bis I<ordsbip's acquviitam;e to 
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render the visit sufficiently natural and to 
shut the mouths of those who might be 
disposed to impute it to a political in- 
trigue. He instantly accepted the offered 
visit, determined, howevar, that he would 
Dot pledge himself an inch farther for the 
jurtherance of their views than reason (by 
.which he meant bis own self-intesest) 
should plainly point out to him as proper. 
Two circumstances particularly delight- 
ed him ; the presence of Ravenswood, and 
the absence- of his own lady. By having 
the former under his roof, he conceived he 
might be able to quash all such hazardous 
and hostile proceedings as he might other- 
wise have been engaged in, under the pa- 
tronage of the Marquis ; and Lucy, he fore- 
saw, would make, for his immediate pur- 
pose of delay and procrastination, a much 
better mistress of his family than her mo- 
ther, who would, he was sure, in some 
shape or other, contrive ta disconcert his 
political schemes by her proud and impla- 
cable temper. 
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His anxious solicitations that the Mas* 
ter would stay to receive his kinsman, were 
of course readily complied with, since the 
ecclaircissement which had taken place at 
the Mermaiden's Fountain had removed all 
wish for sudden departure. Lucy and 
Liockhard had, therefore, orders to provide 
all things necessary in their different depart- 
ments, for receiving the expected guests, 
with a pomp and display of luxury very 
uncommon in Scotland at that remote pe- 
riod. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

MiaraU, Sir, the man of honour's comity 
Kewly aligbted 

Overreach. In without teply. 
And do as I oommand.-*^— 
Is the loud music I gave order for 
Resdy to receive him h 

New Way to Pay Old IkUs^ 

Sir William Ashton, although a man 
of sense^ legal information, and great prac- 
tical knowledge of the world, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with the timidity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of emi- 
nence which he had attained ; as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing, however highly it had been culti- 
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vated, and a native meanness of disposition^ 
however carefully veiled. He loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man to whom habit has made it necessary^ 
than as one to whom it is still delightful 
from its novelty. The most trivial Retails 
did not escape him ; and Lucy soon learn* 
ed to watch the flush of scorn which cross- 
ed Ravenswood's cheek, when he heard her 
father gravely arguing with Lockhard, nay, 
even with the old housekeeper, upon cir- 
cumstances which, in families of rank, are 
left uncared for, because it is supposed im- 
possible they can be neglected. 

<< I could pardon Sir William,'' said Ra« 
venswood one evening after he had left the 
room, ^^ some general anxiety upon this 
occasion, for the Marquis's visit is an fao» 
nour, and should be received as such ; but 
I am worn out by these miserable minuti® 
of the buttery, and the larder, and the very 
hen-coop-«-they drive me beyond my psu 
tience ; I would rather endure the poverty 
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of Wotfs Crag, than be pestered fi»ih the 
wealth of Ravenswood Castle." 

** And yet," said Lucy, . *Mt was by at- 
tention to these minutise that my father 
acquired the property" 

•' Which my ancestors sold- for lack of 
it," answered Ravenswood. •* Be it so ; a 
porter still bears but a burthen, though the 
burthen be of gold. ^' 

Lucy sighed ; she perceived too plainly 
that her lover, held in scorn the manners 
and habits of a father, to whom she had 
long looked up as her best and* most par- 
tial friend, whose fondness had often con- 
soled her for her mother's contemptuous 
harshness. 

The lovers soon discovered .that- they 
differed upon other ,and no less important 
topics. Religion, the mother of peace, 
was, in those days of discord, so much mis. 
construed and mistaken, that her rules and 
forms were the subject of the most oppo- 
site opinions and the most hostile animosi* 
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ties. The Lord Keeper, being a whig, was» 
ef course, e presl^terian, and had fiouiid it 
eonvenient^ at diflfereiit periodic to express 
greater zeal for the kirk, than perhaps he 
really fete. His faoeiilyy eqadly of cobrse, 
were trained under the same institution* Ra* 
yenswood, as we know^ was a High-Church 
man, (MT £piseopalian» and frequently ob^ 
jecfted to Lucy the faJiiMidsni of some of her 
own communion, while she intimated, !»» 
^er than expressed, horror at the latitudi* 
narian principles which she had been taught 
to think connected with the prelatical form 
of diurch-government* 

Thus, although their mutual affection 
seemed to increase rather than to be dimi- 
nished, as their characters opened more 
fully on each other, the feelings of each 
were mingled with sdme less agreeable in- 
gredients. Lucy felt a secret awe, amid 
all her affection for Raveuswood. His soul 
was of an faighor, prouder character, than 
those with whom she had hitherto mixed 
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in kitercmirsd ; his ided^ ^^ere itiore fiercef 
a«d' free ; and hfe contemned miany of the 
opiftiDHs which had been inculcated upon 
her, As (Chiefly demanding h^ venersAio^ 
On the other hand, Ravens^ood saw ii^ 
Iiucy a soft and flexible oharacteri which, 
in his eyes at leasts" seetn^d too susceptibkf 
of being moulded t& any form by those 
Vrith whom she lived; He ffelt that his 
own temper required a partner of a mof6 
independent spiriti who could scset sail with' 
him on his course of life^ resolved as Mm- 
self to dare rndJfferie»tly the'' storm and 
the favouring breeze* But Lucy was so 
beauti^l, so devol?edly attaiched to him, 
of a temper so exqumteiy soft and kind; 
that, while he coutd have wished it wef0 
possible to inspij-e her with a greater 6^ 
gree of firmness and resolution^ aid while 
he sometimes bectafne impatient of the ox* 
trisfne f(ear wfaieb 3he expressed of their 
attachnv^nt being premsaturely discovered^ 
he lete that the softness of a mind, amount^ 
ing almost to feebleness^ rendered her 
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-' ' ■ * . ' 

>cvea dearer to Inm, as a being Who had 

vbluntafily clung to Hirii for protection^ 

> 

and ihade him the arbiter of her fatfe 

- « 

for weal or woe. His feelings towards h^ 
at such monientsi wete those which have 
bieen since so beautifuffy expfesjJed by ouir 
immorfar Joanna BaitHe : 



€C 



Thou sweetest things 



That e'er did fix its lightly-fibred sprays 

To. the rude rock, ah ! woulcf st thou cling to me ? 
* 'Rough and storm-ii^om I dm4*y^ love ntk'sti 

Iliofi tmly ddnt, i will love^dhee again ' 

i WJCh tifue ai^d'bMi^lieurt^ t&aughali unmeet 

To be the nule of sudi swtet geiStleness." 

Thus the very pbihts in which they dif^ 
ferecl, seemedi in some measure, to ensuti 
the continuance dT their mutual affectiofil 
If, indeed, they had so fully appreciated 
each other's character before the burst df 
passion in which they hastily pledged theih 
faith to each other, Lucy might have fear- 

* • « 

ed Ravenswood too much ever to have 
loved him, and he might have construed 
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her toftoess and docile temper as imbectlL- 
tyt rendering her tin worthy of his r^ard. 
But th^ itood pled^eil io each other} aod 
Xucj only feared that 1ier loveifa pride 
might one day teach him to regret his at^ 
tachmentt Ravenswood that a miad so duc- 
tile as Lucy's mighty in absence or difficul- 
ties» be induced^ by the entreaties or influ- 
ence of those around her, to renoon^ the 
engagement she had formed. 

« Do not fear it," said Lucy, wheO| 
upon cme oocasion,. a .hint of rnich suspt* 
cion escaped her lover $ <« tbe.itiicrors idiicb 
receive the reflection of all succesrive ob- 
jects, are framed of hard materials lijke glass 
or steel— the softer substances^ when Apy^ 
receive an iiiy>ressioQ, retain it undefaced*" 

^ This is .poetry, Lucy,'' said Ravens? 
wood ; <^ and in poetry there is always fal' 
lacy, and sometimes fiction." 

^< Believe doe then, once moi^i in h<meA 
^ose," said Lucy, << that, thoii^h 1 wil]i ne« 
ir^r wed man without the consent o£ PS 



THE BRUB OF tAMUtaMOOlL 149 

parents, yet neither force nor persuasion 
shall dispose of my hand till you renounce 
the right I have given you to it.* 

The lovers had ample time for such exi 
plantations. Henry was now more seldom 
their coropafiion, being either a most unwiU 
ling attendant upon the lessons of his tutor, 
or a forward volunteer under the instruct 
iions of the foresters or grooms. As for 
the Keeper, his mornings were spent in his 
study, maintaining correspondences of all 
kinds, and balancing in his anxious mind 
the various intelligence which be collected 
from every quarter concerning the expect^ 
ed change of Scottish politics, and the pro* 
bable strength of the parties who were 
about to struggle for power. At other 
times he busied himself about arranging, 
and countermanding, and then again ar* 
ranging, the preparations which he judged 
necessary f#r the reception of the Marquis 

of A , whose arrival had been twice 

delayed by some necessary cause of deten* 
tion. • 
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In the fnidst of all these yartous 9^o«si- 
tions, political and domestic, he seeded 
not to ob$/Brve how much his dai^hte^ fod 
his ^uest were thrown into each other's m- 
ciety, and was censured by many of his 
neighbours, according to the fashiAQ of 
neighboucs in all countriesi for siiSeriog 
such an intimate connection to tfike place 
betwixt two youn^ persons. The o,nly na? 
tujral explanation was, that h& dps^ned 
them for each other ; ivhile, in trutli, im 
only njotive was to temporiaEe aod prqicfas- 
tinate, until he shpuld discover jtbe f^ 
extent pf the interest wbich th^i Marquja^ 
took in Bavenswood's a^i9, and the pqwef 
which he was likely .to po^^s of adyanioiiag 
them* Until these poiqte should be made 
both, clear and manifest, the Itprd Keeper 
resolved that be would do nothing ta com- 
mit himself, either in ope shape or pther, 
andt like maqy cunning persops, he Qver^ 
reached himself deplorably* / 

Amongst thos^e who had been dUfff^^ 
to censure, with the greatest severityi 4^P 
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jnfiteefc 0f Sir WiUUm Jiabtim^ in permit- 
JliDg irtie f^tolengeA .rendeBce of Rsveus- 
.wood under his roof, and his oonstatot al- 
4midttcioe on Mias Asbtoo, was the new 
^ird of 6irnl«gham6» and his faithful 
aquire and bttttle-biildec* pefsoMgea form- 
erly wdL knows to us by the nanares of 
iiajrstaa and BiKddaw, and hia companion 
iCamtaisi Clmigai^elt. The fonner had aW 
ready iueceediad to the oxtanstve pi^epttty 
mi hit bng^iivad gmnd*aiuntf and to opn»- 
darable wealth hQMdea» whieh he bad em- 
^yed m red^eminf hts patf^nal acre^ 
(by.tbe title apper(»iniafg to which he itiU 
eboae io be de^gnatedt) notwithstanding 
£^ptain CfaifangeU had proposed to hia» 
ft most advantageous mode cf vesting the 
money in Law's scheme» which waa just 
then, set abroach, and offered his services 
1(0 travel express to Paris for t^e purpose. 
But Bucklaw had so far derived wisdoin 
from adversity, that he would listen to no 
pixiposai which Craigengelt could invent, 
having a tendency ta^hsk. his newly-acqiii- 
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red iadepeodeaoer He tbat^ad aace )eat 
pcase^baDttockfl^ dnnk sawr wiiie» aai riopk 
if the secret chamber at W<^s Creg^ woiiW» 
he said^prbe gixid cheer «nd a eoftbed^it 
los^ «s he lived, end take special care ae** 
yer to seed audi hospili^y again. 
^ Craigeogek, ther^re»^lMnidJiiaieelf dii^ 
lypaaaied in the first hopes Jie ^ad lentsi^ 
tained of naking a good hand oftbcIiaM 
ofB^cldaw* Stillthawev>er» he reaped nm^ 
advantages from his fttead's good- fhrtmM^ 
Biicfclaw» who had never been at all saro* 
ptflous in cfatt^ng his companions, waa.ai^ 
customed to, Md enta^taived by a ieUmw^ 
irhom he conld ^ther ha^ with or ba^ 
it as he had a mindt who wcmld take, §o* 
cording to Scottish phrase^ << the> bit. and 
the btiflfet," understood ail sports, wbMhef 
without or within doors, and, wbsn the 
Laird had a mind for « bottle of wine^ (no 
infirequeat olrottmstaaeet) was always ready: 
to save him frmn the soaadal of gettii^ 
drunk by himself* Upmt these terms Oaiff' 
engelt ?vas the frequent» alosoat the ucoQ^ 
stanty inmate of the house of Girninghame* 



' In no time» and ttnder no posftibffity of 
eireniralanc€», conld good have been de* 
i#ed from such an iotimacVy however iUr 
bid eoBseqaenoes might be qualified by 
the tiiorough knowledge which Bucklaw^ 
posBessed of bis dqpendwt^s character, and 
Ae high c^iteoipt in which he held it» 
But tt'ctKfttbstances itood^ this evil cook* 
mun£cation was parttcolariy' Bible to cor* 
rejl^^what good pHnciirfes nature had im- 
Ipisnted in* the patron. 
> drai^engdt had never fcnrgiven the scont 
wvtif wMcb Ravetiswood had torn the 
«mli of courage and honesty from hi§ 
countenance ; and t0 exksperate Bncklaw^i 
roientment agamst htm, was the safest 
iMAe^bi revenge which occurred to his 
oMWMfly, ftt ^imiiig and maligfiaut cK^ 
pdiition« > - j 

He brought np, on all occasions^ the 
atiiTf of' the x^iilenge whidi Ravenswood 
iMdtdcK^Uiied to accept, and endeavoured; 
bgr every possible' inmnuation, to make his 
patfon belkve f hat his honour wa« con- 

• as- 



c?jaed in brii\g(in^ that P^attor ta i^i) ift^t 
by i prej^pt d^ua^on, ^i^, RavepswM^. 
]^t rft^iieetiDg this §ulg$ck^ Bup^l^pr uvh 
j^ed on him» at leogth^ a |>fBsea|pfa^> 
QC>(nman4 of silence. 

'' I Oiifik;? he said^ '' tbp M^s^ b^s^ 
tci^a^ed me ui^Uke a gei^tt^^j^mip a^d I «i«; 
»^ ri^lit be h^d to ^^^ ^ bs^ ^ ^^vuMfff 
aQS^eK \^beii I deiii^Jul^ ^^ ^a^&LQM^ 
oif 01^— ^t h^ gave iWi wy Wf** oiicerr. 
and» in looking the matter aver at pf^eaeptf^ 
l^.J^At iNgf«9^ but an.eQuaJi ten^s ^itjk 14°^ 
-T^should be cro9|i ip^ ag^in^^ I sb^l^ooff*-. 
der the old ac<;oiQpt a^ balsipc^, ap4 ^ 
Ijllastersbip will do \yeU to. Ip^k to b^W^ 

seu;" 

** Tbal; he sbpuM," re»ecI^Md C y i gf . . 
g(9Uj. ** for ^^\eix jTQu a^ ip pt^s^iiMiC* 
Bucklaw, I would bet a magauin yw ^fe 
through him bj^fqre ^ third;, pa^s^^ , 

•» fhen j^Mxuxjff npt^mg of libriMt* 

ter," said BH<jkJlji^, "^ y^H Q^iyr fliff 
him fence." 
<VAQd I know Qot^g o^ ti»6Jnftttfiir, 
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good jestt Tpioai'ne ybup^p^nd thoa^h 
*1 neiier saw Raveisweod fenoet ha^e I 
MM; bean at Monfliauc Sagomt's sebool^ irlio 
inks- the fint mmtne d^annes at Jhris ; and 
have I not been at Sigaor Pooo's at iH6- 
MQOe^ and Mearii^rt. Durafastostett at Vfen- 
fia, and h«f^ i not ieeQr -afll thair play ¥* \ 

*^ 1 don't know whether^ joa. liUHffe ^ 
iMM," aaid Bdeklaw } i^' bvft whit abdut 
it^ though yott had' 5*^ '. 
; '^ OiHy i^at I wSl be lik-^ if ever I 
saw Frencb, Ital&ia^ or- High* DatchiMn ^ 
#iV!er flhake loot, iMnd^f ' and' eye, keep dime 
h»(f so^ well aa you^ DMklaw<'* t 
- ^ I beK^ve yot» lie, Crafgie," said Buck- 
htw ; ^* however, I can bold my^own, bocb ; 
VPitb fttogte' ra^w^ back^isiwMd, dword and 
dagger, broad-sword, or eaae oi^^&utchioiia 
•^and that'9 at» much as any geintleiitan -. 
Heed know ^ the matter.'^ ' ' 

«5 And th^ double of what' nii^ty-^ nine 
^t of a bilodred* knaw,'^ said Graigeo** 
gelt ; ^* they team to dbange a ftw thiaiatji ^ 
With the small Bwocdi And tben; Jafsootbi^t 



thtj imdef flUtid ilife aoiglle act ol ifefttoct I 
Now, when 1 iraft at- Reoen m the ye» 
16tS, theK nw a Gbevaikr de: Qdapoit 
and J went to the Opera, fidiereiwe^&iilid 

^ la it m Im^ atory jsoit are ga»^ to 
tett ^ aaid Btiofclaiit ioteffypliBgliiaft wttlk 
out cerfcaMiiy. 

^:Juat aa yom like»'' ananered tbe ptmir 
site, ^ for we noade shorl vork of k*'' 

^^ Theii.I4ikeit shorty' aaid Biickkiw; 

f< .Devittah MfliMXBSi. I aaauiefyoii^ and 
tbagr found it $ £ar tim diemlii^ $md V 

« Then I don't like it at all,'l said fiook^ 
law4 ^tpo Ilia biinkn^er of 07 aiild auot^^f 
claret, rest her heart ! And^ as the Hialand« 
m90; says, JS^m^do^h nm JAaHH!'* 

«^That isaa iriiat to«igh o^ Sir Eaaa 
Dfa» used to say to me mhoos I mm aotr 

* • ^ Cut a drink with s tale ;'^ equiValent & the Ilng- 
Hfh adAge of ^ fcooa eOBq[miii0i»^ 4oa^ ptfieii^ &Mat 
yoisribiaia*'^ . 
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feOaw « eirer bdd steel in Ihs gript bill 
yoa hmm m^e ImakL* *" 

** If he had InMws yott«t.kii%M IKsro 
dofie»'* sud Bockksr^ «< he wowid h^Vt 
found ^iit tome tweoty .flyoK ; bilk hang 
long, stories give us your toMt^.tmm.^ 

Craigeogdt raee^ went a tiptoa to the 
door, peeked out^ shut it QarefiiH]r» came 
back agai&<»-4^iapped . his tanaished gold^ 
Ific^d hat on one side of hia head* took hm 
glass in one handt ^uid totudiiiig the Inlt of 
his^ bangei witbtbe olher^ ]iaip^» ^ Tbi 
King*oiier tii^ pater.** 

^ I fell you'vrhatiit h^ CafrtasnCraig^^ 
giekf'' said' BEscldaw; ^ I ^lall keepny 
m\nd to myself on these* mhgn^^ h^l^ng 
too. lauch respect ibf^ t}ierWfiiDwy ^my 
yeamaUe^imtGiraingtai^ to pntbeckac^ 
and tcffle©jeot».}p.j:l^,:W4|y of Qpiflapittiog 
treasop , gainst e^t^blishc^d aathority. Bn^g 
me^I^i^ James t» i^l&biiiiglv C^ptpri, with 
thirty thousand men at his ba<$k| and Ttt 



4i6U you what I Chmk ubmHb hk title ; but 
l» for funnkig mj neck inta a aoose, tand 
iny good taritad laail» ioto^the statutory pe^ 
nalties, * in that case, niaide and prmride^' 
MI7 upan it you wtil fintl »e no tuch fooL 
Hb when you mean to vapour with your 
^angel^ and yottr dram^cup im dapport of 
treasonable toasts, you mttrt find y^or IL 
lindr and eotoipany >6lse«4ierew'' 

w Wellv then/' said^GrafgengeiIt» •* name 
the toast yoai?se>f, and faje ft what it Ufe^ . 
iA f^ledge y<to wei^ it a mile ta'the bob- 
torn." 

^ ^^ And lUl give you a toa^t- tihM? deserves ^ 
i1^ my boy,'' said Buekkw ; :^* n^t say 
you to Miss liucy As3iton> P* 

. << Vip with it," said the Captain, as^ hi 
tossed off bis brimmer, ** the bonniest lass 
iti Lothlan«-Wliat a pily the old sneelT* 
drawing wh^more, her iiilh^r, ia about 
to throw her aw^ upon that rag of pfidte 
and beggary, the^ Master of IR^vefiawocid/ 

^** That^s not quite so dear,^ said Buefc- 
kiWy iu a tone^ whkh^ though if seemfed * 



.■fT*f«V'1'7*.«WV 



mma^BaaBm 



TJiS SAUtt 0» LAM IttftMflMt. Ii9 

ciiriosdfcy $ and. not that or^y^ but ako his 
hope, of war king, htmself iato some sort of' 
cm96Amot9 wbiah m^t make hiin neces- 
sary to hit palcoi» beiDg by ao means m^ 
tiafied ta ]:est on m^re sufiematfe, if he 
could form^ by aft or tadustty, a more 
pennaoaet^ tkle to his fiufour^ 

^^ I tbov^t/'rt«»d b^^ after a m^>ment'# 
pause, *^ that was a settled mattar'--4hey 
aae contiQuidly iwigether, and nothii^ else 
i%^qp#keii o£ betwixt Laaunedaw and Tra]^. ' 

rami^ 

^^ Tliey 9ay. aay i«btt th^ jilease," rei- 
plied his patfOjB^. ^ bat i know battery and 
lil give you ifiw Liioy Aabt^n'ti bealjtb 
again, nfy bc^%" 

'< And I would drink it on my knee^'^. 
«KU^rai0engelt, '"^ if i tbeugbt the gjil 
b^di the ^isii to jik tbal< d*^d son of a^ 
laniard;' 

^A>L am ia raqnsat youwift not use tbe^ 
vofd jUt anil AjLim 4fibAonV name^ toge^ . 
tber»*'said BuGklaw,9»vdiy« ^ . , 



^< JiH» did I 88JF ^~discttd» my ted ef 
afres-4>y Jove^ I meairt to siy difteaardr 
replied Craigei^ltt «< and I ba|)e ak<^ 
discard him like a amaU card at ^qu€ti 
and Uke in the Kmg of HearUi my bey^^ 
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^' >But. wb^ ?^ ^fiaid liia patron^ 
«^ But yet I. know lor ceitam they ftre, 
h^Murt togethec ahmef and in tke woodaand 

tl^fielda^ ^ < 

/• . Xhatfa her foolish fa^ei^s dcHage-^^ 
that will be soon pat out of the lass*^ h99$iif% 
ifi it ever geta into it/' answered BmdbSsm^ 
<^Aod now fitt your^gls^^.agaioi Captaifw' / 
1 9P^ going to umke you ha||>y<^J am -g«i^^! 
ing .tOy let y^on iirto. a 8emt>*ar i^k— -«i^ 
noosuig ptoU^^only tks noos^ iahat ty^n 

pical*"' . . ^. ♦.' '^*' 

'^ A diariying matter P ayid Crai^eh^eil^ 
aiQjd l^s^^w/eU aabe jasj^ed the.<foestiiin } i 
for he suspeeted that matmaimy wtmU mrn^:^ 
d§r. his sitm^OD at Gi]a2ii^;i^aw<«iucii mcMre 
prff^^icms than dixing the joUyi^^^f his' 
patron^ bachelorhood. 

5 



^ ^< Ay, a-mariiagei man,'' said Budklaw; 
^ but wherefore dioi^s thy mighty spirit; 
and why gi^w the rabies oti thy cheek so 
paiet The .bosird will have a corner, and* 
the ^Mrner will have a trencher, and the 
trcmcher will have a glass beside it ; and 
the board -end ihall^ be filled, and the 
titajeferer and the gkm shall be replenish^ 
far tbee^ if all the pettfcoats in Lothian 
had sworn the con trary-^ What, man!' I 
asirnafethe boy to pot myself into leading 

.^ So says; many an honest Mow,^ said 
CSnifcogelt, -^ and some of my special 
friends I bttt, eiirse me if I know the rea- 
aaoi tiie w«>meii eoiild never bear me, ^ and 
always eoatrived to -trundle me out of fa« 
vour before the honey-moon was over.^ 

** if yon ootild have kept your ground 
till that was dver, y#u m^t have made a 
goad yeai'^ pension,'* said Backlaw. 

.^ But I never conld,'' aaswered the de« 
jeeted pwaAtc^j ^< there was my Lord Caa^ 



Iff^ his hy r mfr i^ bo rroped iiiQMy> both for 
lun) aodfr^oiii.him-rrtnmed kis iiii«Kka» aod 
f9i}ght him how to liiy fais bets v^od wkaa 
tie tQQk a ^cy^iof oiarryingp I maimd btm 
|o K^tie Qlegg, ;wfaam I thought mjraeU' as 
Hole pf as giia coarid be«f wmsn Egad, 
itie h94 IP^ out 0f the 'house, as if I fasal rua 
pp whpi^ls* MMftbin liie first forlro^lfL^ 

/^ W^lll" replied Buokiaw, M llikiiikl 
h«vp op<^tiig.o^ CaMle-Ckiddy dbcnit.Ma, 
or Lucy of Katie Glegg. But y^m M< 
1^ thjQg will gQ OS whether yim lik« it or 
nff-^the only qotfitim ia» wtU yoii bo w$9^ 

mr 

«^ Useful ?-r«»6d to. tbeet my lad J^ 
llM^f i»y dariing boy, whom I would 
tramp bare?foQted through Ihe world jmi 
T-^nafoe tioie, place, mode, a,nd circum- 
gtaoce, and see if I will oat be useful in 
all uses that can be devked«'' 

^' Why, theo, you must ride two hun- 
4iGed vp^&i ^ OM," said the.pal^on^ 



lespy" iMiswercri die d^p^enckpt; << iI'U 
c^ose saddle my hone diij^tiy." 

*< Better stay till yoii kiKMpr where yf^i 
are to go, and what you are tfi dot" quotli 
Biicklaw. ^* You k^ow } H^ye a I4psw<>» 
qoan in Nort)iiiii^r4f n^)^ I^y i^tnl^eqscf^ 
by name, whQs^ old ifc/mayvti|nce I l^ 
the misfortiuie to kMie ux the peir^ofl of my 
poverty^ but the ^g^t ^ wbQ^ cotipf^ 
i^MQuee slione forth upqn mp iv^eo il|f aua 
^ my pPOipfsrity Ist^a^ to arise*" 

*^ D--^ ail such double-faced ja^ies/ 
Mf'Jfiiqaad Crajgengelt, herpicaHy; f*Ai» 
I will s^y for Jo^p Craigpog^t, that he i|^ 
^ fri^iul's frieod ^hf^ough^good report ai^ 
bad reports poverty ^nd.riqhes; and ycm 
know sometfaiDg of th^t .yoursdf^ Buckt 

<* I have jnot forgot your merits," said 
his patron ; << I do remember, that, in my 
extremities, you li^ a mind to ^imp ipe 
for the service of the fre^ch^ kin^, pi of 
the Pretender; and, moreover, that you 
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afterwards lent me a score of pieces, when, 
at J firmly believe, you had heard the news 
^t old Lady Oimingtoh had a touch of 
tlie dead palsy. But don't be down-c^t, 
Jbfan ; I believe, after all, you like me 
very well in your way, and it is my mis- 
fertune to^ have no better counsellbr at 
present— To return to this Lady Blenken- 
sop, you must know she is a ciose confe- 
derate of Duchess Sarah/* 

« What, of Sail Jennings !** exclaimed 
Craigengelt ; ^ then she must be a good 
one.** 

** Hold your tongue, and keep your 
Tory rants to yourself, if it be possible,"" 
said Bucklaw ; «< I teil you, that through 
the Duchess of Marlborough has this Nor* 
thumbrian cousin of mine become a cronj 
of Lady Ashton, the Keeper's wife, or, I 
may say, the Lord Keeper^s Lady Keeper, 
and she has favoured Lady Blenkensop 
with a visit on her return from London^ 
and ts just now at her old mansion-house 



on the baiiIu«of th^ Wansbeek. Now, «ir, 
fts it lias been the use and wont of tfaeae 
ladies to consider their husbands as of no 
importance in the management of their owm 
families, it has been their present pleasure, 
without Consulting Sir William Ashton, to 
put on the tapU a niatrimonuil aUiance^ to 
be concluded between Lucy Ashton and 
my own right honourable self. Lady Asb- 
ton acting as self- constituted plenipoteo* 
tlary on the part of her daughter and hus- 
band, smd Mother Blenkensop, equally un? 
accredited, doing me the honour to be my 
rfpresentative. You may suppose! was a 
little astonislied when I found that a treaty, 
in which I was so considerably interested, 
had advanced agood way before I was even 
consulted." 

<< Capot me if I think that was accord- 
ing to t^e rules of the game,^' said his con- 
fidant ; <^ and pray, what answer did you 
return ?' , . - 

. <« Whyr my first tbpught was to send 
the treaty to the devil^ and the negocia- 
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tors along with it, for a couple of died* 
dliog old women ; my next was to laugh 
very heartily ; arid rhy tliird and last was a 
settled opinion that the thing was reasona- 
ble, and would s^it me well enough."* 

«• Why, I thought yOu had never seen 
the wench but once-^and theii she had 
her riding-mask on—I am sure you told 
me so." 

*^ Ay — ^but I liked her very well then. 
And Ravenswood's dirty usage of me — 
shutting me out of doors to dine with the 
lacquey S9 because he had th^Lord Keeper, 
forsooth, and his daughter, to be guests in 
his beggarly castle of starvation^ — D — n 
me, Craigengelt, if I ever forgive him till 
I play him as good a trick/' 

•* No more you should, if you are a lad 
of mettle,*' said Craigengelt, the matter 
now taking a turn in which he could sym- 
pathize } " and if yon carry this wench 
from him, it will break his heart.** 

" That it will not,** said Bucklaw j "hi» 
heart is all steeled ov^ with reason and 
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flt^OBOfhy — ^^thinga that yotr, CSraigie^ kiK9# 
nothing about more than myeelif^ OoA tiel^ 
me— 'Bat it wiU bi^k hm pride though^ 
atid' that's what Tin driving at** 

«* Distance me," said Craigingelt, " but 
I know the reason now of his unmannei'ly 
t)efiaViollr at hk old tumbledown toVtrer 
^onder-^ Ashamed of your dompany ^-h^-nev 
no !-^^ad, he was afraid you would cut iot 
and carry off tlie girl.** 

** Eh ! Graigeng^ l^ said BucklaW-w 
•« do you really thinfc 3& ?— but no^ no f— <^ 
he is a dievilii^ deal prettier itfan than f 
am.** 

« Who— -he ?• exclaimed the p^asite-^' 
<< he is afr btaek as the crook } and for bi# 
«^-^he'il a talt felJov^, to be sare*-— but give 
me a light, stout, nliiddle^sieed"-'— ^ ' 

** Plague on thee l^ said Bucklaw, iAter^' 
rupting him, ^ and on me for listening to^ 
yOiii-^you Would say as much if I wi6re 
hunch-backed. Bot as to Ravenswood^^r' 
he has kept no .terms with mtf—m keiep 
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none with liim«---if I eon ^n this girl ifom 
himt I wUl win her/' 

f • Win her ?— 'Alpod^ yau shall win b§r, 
potnty quinty and quatoree^ my king of 
tramps-^yott shall pique, repiqn^ and ca- 
pothim/' 

' << Prithee, stop thy gambling cant for 
one histaiit,'' said Bucklaw^ ^Things ha^e 
coia^ thus fitr, tiiat I have entertained the 
proposal of my kinswoman, agreed to the 
terms of jointure, amount of fortune, and 
ao forth, and that the sSkk is to go forward 
when Lady Ashton comat down, for she 
takes het daughter and her son in her own 
hand* Now, they want me to s^id up a 
iKmfidential person with some writings." 

^ By this good wine, IH ride to the end 
of the world«<--the verjr gates of Jericho^ 
«nd the Jttdgm0nk4sieat of Prett» John, for 
thee," ejaculated the Captain. 

«' Why, I believe you would do some- 
thing for me, and a great deatfor yoursd£ 
Now^ any 4Nie could cany the wri(»]g8$ 
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ib»t jnou will ba%^ a little more to do ; ymi 
must contrive to drop out before iny La^ 
AshtOD^ just as if it were a teatter of little 
coBse^eoae» the residence of Ravens w6od 
at her hashand's house, aad his dose intefL 
course with Miss Ashton ; and you oisiy tell 
ber^ that allthe cmitttry talks of a visit from 
tteei Marquis of A * , >as itis' suf^osed^ to 
make up the mateh b^wixt Ravdnsw6od 
a^d her daughter* I should like to hear 
what she says to all this ^ fiir, rat md, if I 
have any Idea of starting foiritbe plate 4t 
all A£ Ravefiswood; is to win the lace^ anfl 
be has odds against me already.^ 
; *^ Never a bk?^theiW^i;h . b«i too^nitich 
sense-p^and in;tb«t.faHfelielf IdisiBkherfaealtli 
a third.tii|k6} aadi: were lime :aitd place fit- 
tings I would drink it on bended knee^ 
«.iid.he that would not pledge me, I would 
xqake his guts gait^ bis stockingSb? 

<< Hark ye» Craigengelt f as you are go« 
ing 49tQ the society rof women of* xailk,'* 
aai^^^^uei^Wj/* rU Jihmk iyou to forget 

V9U II. » : 
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your iMxange bliwJ^jar4 o«jtb« and dmrau^i 
li^rU write to them, titough, that y^u «e 
e, blunt untMight f«Uow«'* 
. *^ Ay> ajrr repUed Cnigedg^k ;^^*m pioiii^ 
^nt, hotiie»tft down-right aoUter/' ^ ^ 

/< Not4eo.honeat> nor too muck c^ the 
ioldier neither ; but, such as tfaou art, it ii 
flay lock to need thee^ &» I mast isave nfurs 
1^ ,to Lady AsbtMi's motiona.''^ 

«^ rU dash them up totbe r<m^l*beadfl^^ 
attd Crfigeiigrit ;. ^* she sbaU <;ome here at 
4he gaUppi lifed a oov chased l>y a.wfaf)^ 
nest of hornets, and her tail twktad ovet 
her rump like a cork-scrMr*" 

^ And hear ye^ Graig^'' said BueUaw ; 
^ y oitir boota and doublet ate good^&oug^ 
to drink ini as the man saya m tlia play, 
bftt. tfa^ are soasewbat too greai^ for tea^ 
4iMe sertice^^pritbee, get thysell* a UUk 
better r^ed-out, and here is to pay sM 
cbaxgesi"* 

^ Nay, Buokiaw^k-oii my sool, HMS^ 
you use tpo ift-^^iaMtevet," added Cnig^f^ 
l^t> pocketttng themooc^^ <Vif you 
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have me so &t iodebtodto yon^ I must be 

^*Wel\ horse and nwl^ h said the pi^ 
tTM^.*' so sooji as^you have got yvAir'^ri-* 
ding livcF/ ia trim* Yea* may ride the 
black cFop-eaF-^andhark ye» IH ns3ce you 
a present of him te boot.** 

••'I diink to the good luck of my mis- 
sion,'' answered the ambassador^ ** in a 
half-pint bumper/* 

•* I thank yei Craigie, and pledge you-^-* 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking a tantrum, and I am told 
the mother can wind them be& r^und her 
little finger. Take care not to afiiont her 
with any of your Jacobite jaigon?' 

cf Pay, true-^sh^is a whig, and a friend 
^old Sail of Marlborough— thank my stars» 
I can hiHst aiiy colours at a pinch. I hiave 
fough| as bard undejr John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
Berwick.'* 

«« I verily believe you^ Craigie,** said the 
fofd of the mansion J m but| Craigie, do 
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yoUf pray, step down to the cellar and 
fetch us up a bottle of the - Burgundy,' 
1678 -^it is in the fourth bin from tlie 
right*hand turn — And I say, Cfaigie-^you 
may fetch up half-a-dozen whilst you are 
about it<^£gad, well make a night onV 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

And soon they spied the merry-men green, 
And eke the coach and foufr 

Duke upm Duke, 

CuAiGESoBLT sct foTth ou bis mlssion, 
so soon as his equipage was complete^ 
prosecuted his journey with all diligence, 
and accomplished his oonuhission with aHr 
the dexterity for which Bucklaw ha^ gi- 
ven him credit* As he arrived with cre- 
dentials from Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
was . extremely welcome to both ladies i 
and those who are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintance can, for a time 
at least, discover excellencies in his very 
faults, and perfections . in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined to 
find out an agreeable and well-behaved gen- 
tleman in Mr Hayston's friend, they suc- 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves. It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressed, and that was a point 
of noi small consequence. But independent 
of outward shew, his blackguard impudence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntness, becoming his supposed military 
profession ; his hectoring passed for cou- 
rage, and hh aauclness for wtt« Lest, how- 
ever, any one should think this a violaticHi 
of probability, we must add, in fairness to 
the two ladies, that their discernment was 
greatly blinded, and their favour propitia- 
ted, by the opportune arrival of Captain 
Craigengelt, in the moment when they 
were longing for a third hand to make a 
party at tredrille, in which, as in all game^ 
whether of chance or skill, that worthy 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
:fkvour, his next point was how best to 



uBt jit for the furtbennce of his ptffcrcm*! 
views. . He fimod Ladjr Ashton pcepos* 
sealed strongly m £ivour of the motion^ 
which Lady Bleokeasopt. partly from. re« 
gard to her Jdnswaoaati, partly from the 
spirit of matcb^makingy had not hesitated 
to. propose to her ; so that his task was an 
easy one* Bucklaw, reformed from hia 
prodigalityt was just the sort of husband 
which she desired to have for her Shep« 
herdesa of Lammermoor; and while the 
marriage gave her fortune^ and a gentle* 
man- for her husband t Lady Ashton was of 
opiniao th^ her destinies would be fully 
and moat favonrs^Uy accompltahed« It so 
chanced, > also^ that Bucklaw, among his 
new acquisitions^ had gained the manage- 
ment of a little political interest in a 
ne^hbouring county, where the Dou^as 
family originally, held large possessions. It 
was one of the bosom-hopes of Lady Ash* 
ton, that her eldest son, Sholto, should re- 
present this county in the British Parlia- 
ment, and she aaw this alliance with Buck- 
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hwiM a circumsteiu^itHbkh might be 
highly favourable to her Wishes. 
r C£»geiigelt| who in his way by no means 
wanted^ S£^acity,\no sooner discovered in 
what qmirter the wkxi of Lady Ashton^s 
wkhes sate, than he trimmed his courise 
accordingly. " There was little to pre- 
vent Bucklaw. himself from sitting for the 
county— -he must carry the heat — must 
walk the course. Two cousins*german-^ 
six more distant kinsmen, his factor and 
his diamberiain, were all hollow votes-^ 
And the Giminghame interest had always 
carried^ betwixtlove and fear, about as 
many more — ;But Bocklaw cared no more 
about riding the first horse, and that sort 
of thing, than he, Craigengeh:, did about a 
game at birkie— -it was a pity his interest 
was not in good guidance*'' 

All this Lady Ashton drank in with 
willmg and attentive ears, resolving inter- 
nally .to .be herself the person who should 
take the management of the political in- 
fluence of her destined son*in4aw^ for the 
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benefit of her eldest b<»ro, Sholto, and sdl 
other parties coiicerned* 

When he found her ladyship thus fa« 
voqrably disposed^ the Captain proceed- 
ed» to use his employer's phrase, to set 
spurs to her resolution, by hinting at the 
situation of matters at Ravenswood Cas- 
de» the long residence which the heir 
of that family had made with the Lord 
Keeper, and the reports which (though he 
would be d — d ere be gave credit to any 
of them) had becQ idly circulated in the 
neighbourhood. It w«s not the Captain's 
cue to appear himself to be uneasy on thQ 
subject of these rumours ; but he easily 
saw from Lady Ashton's flushed cheek, 
hesitating voice, and flashing eye, that she 
had caught the alarm which bQ intended 
to communicate. She had not heard from 
her husband so often or so regularly as 
she thought him bound, in duty* to have 
written, and of tl^is very interesting intel- 
ligence, concerping his visit to the Tower 

of Wolfs Crag, and the guest, whom, with 

h2 
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mth cordialrty^ lie had received at Ha- 
vens wood Castle, he had suffered his la^ 
io remain altogether igfiorarity liiitil she 
cow learned it by the chance infonhatioh 
of a stranger. Such concealment approach. 
ed, in her apprehension, to a hiisprision, ait 
least, of treason, if not to actual i^ebellion 
against her matrimonial autltority ; and tn 
her inward soul did she swear to take veh- 
geance on the Lord Keeper, as on a sub- 
ject detected in meditating revolt. Her 
ihdigtiatioii burned the more iSercely, as 
she found herself obh'ged to supp^ss it in 
presence of Lady Blenkensop, the kins- 
woman,'and of Craigeng^lt, the confidett- 
tial friend of Bdcklaw, of whose alliance 
"she now became trebly desirous, since it 
occurred to her alarmed imagination, that 
lier hui^and mi^, in his policy or timi- 
dity, prefer that <!)^ Ravetiswood. - 

The Captatji was engineer' enougli to 
discover that' the train was fired ; and 
therefore heard, in the course of the sEiitte 
day, without the leiaA surprise, that Lady 
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Afhton had resolf'ed to abridge her ^Mt 
to Lady- BlenkeMop, and set forth with 
the. peep <^ tnoming on her. return to 
Seotland, using all the dispatch which the 
atate of the roads, and the* mode of travd- 
Ung, would possibly permit 

Unhappy Lord Keeper ! — little was be 
aware .what a storm was travelling towards 
him in all the speed with which an old- 
fiishioned coach and six could possiUy 
achieve its jouraey« He, like Don Gay- 
feros, ^* forgot his lady fair and true,"* and 
was only anxious about the. expected visit 

<tf the Marquis of A ' • Soothfast ti* 

dings had assured him that this nobleman 
was at length, and without &il, to honour 
his castle at one in the afternoon, being a 
late dinner hour : and much was the bustle 
in consequence of the annunciation. The 
Lord Keeper traversed the chambers, held' 
oonsultation with the butler in the cellars,^^ 
and even ventured, at the risk of a ifS^ 
mti6e with a cook^ of a spirit lofty enough 
to scoxii the a^aonitions of Lady Ashtap 
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benelft to peep into the kitchen; ..^v..»«^^ 
at length) thfit.evG^ thing, was in as active* 
a. traiiL oC preparation 9§ was possibly he 
aummoned Ravanswood and hk daaghter 
to walk upon the terrace, for the pwpose 
of watching, from. that comoimdiog po»-^ 
tion^.the eai^Uest symptoms of his Xiord- 
ship's s^pproacbf,* Foi^ this purpose^ witb 
slow and idlestept he paraded the terrace, 
whiohf flanked, with a heavy stone battle-^ 
ment, stretched in front of the castle updn 
a 4evel with the first storey;; while visitors 
found access to the court by a projecting 
^te-way, the bartizan or flat-leaded roittf 
of which, waa accessible from the terrace 
by an. easy flight of low and broad ^eps. 
The whole bore a resemblance ^partly to a 
castle, .partly, to a nobleman's seat ; and 
though calculated, in some respects^ for 
defence, evinced that it* had been con- 
structed under a sense of ithe pOwer^ and^ 
security of the ancient Lords of Ravens*' 
wood* 

This pleasftnt wsJlk commaiid^ a beau- 
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tiful aod extensive view. But; what vu 
most to (mr present purpose^ there wer6^ 
sfep from ^ t^i raoe two ro9ds» ooe UsA- 
iqgrfrpm the easV ^uiid one from the west- 
wards whifjif cgrossing a ridge opposed to 
the eminence on which the castle stood, at 
diluent angl^y gradually approached each 
other, until they joined not Uif ^om the 
gate of the avenue. It was to the west* 
ward approach ^at the Lord Keeper, from 
a sort of fidgetting anxiety, his daughter, 
from complaisance to him, and Ravens* 
wood, though feeling some symptdms of 
internal impatience, out of complaisance; 
to his daughter, directed their eyes to see 
the precursors of the Marqpais's approach. 

These were not long erf presenting thenti- 
selves. Two running footmen, dressed in 
white, with black jockey-caps^ and long 
staS in their hands,, headed the train; 
and such was their agiHt^, that they found 
no difficulty in keeping the necessary ad- 
vance, which the etiquette of their station 
required, before the carriage and horsemen. 
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Onwards they came at a long swingto^ trOl^ 
arguing unwearied speed in their long* 
breathed calling* Su^ running footmen 
are often sdlnded to in 'old plays, (I would 
particularly instance ** Middleton's ^^A 
WoiM my Masters,") and perhaps may be 
still remembered by some old persons in 
Scotland, as park oi the rednue of the an* 
eient nobility when traveling in full cere- 
mony.'* Behind these glancing meteors/ 



"* Hereupon I, Jedediah Geishbotham^ crjive leave 
to Temark, primo, which signifies^ in the fir^t place^ 
thaty having in vain enquired mt the Circulating Libra* 
ry in GanderBdeiigli, albeit it aboandethm sim3ar Ta« 
nitiea* fiir thia mmju lliddl«toii acid kia MmI Wnrld^ 
it was nt leofA «bfivn wtp n^ ai9MWfgBt<)th«r ancient 
fooleries carefully compiled by one Do^iley, . who^ 
doubtless, hath his rew&rd for neglect of precious 
time ; and having misused so mudi of mine as iras 
niQceMHnry fbv the pnrpoae, I therm found that a pky** 
man is brought in as «*foot|iiai|« ^wt^s bogiitJai 
made to greet fooetiously with, the q[iitbet of *' linen 
stocking, and three-score miles a day." 

Secundo, (which Is- secoiufiy in the vemaeulalr,) un* 
.dtr Mr Battieson'a SuvQiaar, seme men not altogether so 
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who footed it as if the Avenger of Hood 
had been behind tkem, came a cloud of 
dast/ ridsed by riders who preceded, at- 
tended, or firflowedi the state*carriage of 
ibie Marquis. 

The privitege of nobifitj, in these days^ 
had somelliing in it impressire on the irna- 
ginatidn; The dresses and Kveries and 
number of their atteiidants, their styte of 
travdiling, the imposing, and almost war- 
like air of the armed men who surrounded 



old as he would represent them/ do reiiiember this 
spedes of menial^ or fore-runner. In evidence of 
which, I, Jedediah Cleishbothani^ though mine eyes 
y«t do W0 good service^ nnaeniber me to-have seen 
cneof tbiatribeckitilediii whke> and bearing a stdP^ 
who ran daily befcire the state-coach of the umqnhile 
John/ Earl of Hopeton, father of dds Earl, Charles^ 
that now is ; unto whom it may be justly said, that 
Renown plsyedi the part of a xuiming footman^ o^ 
ptfeeorsor; «ad>4athepoetsiiigeth.«. 



^* Mars standing by a3serts his quarrel^ . 
And Fame dies after with a laureL^ 

J, C- 
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them^ {i^aced them far above, the laird, 
yfho travelled with his brace of footmen ; 
and as to rivalry trom the mercantile part 
of the commu&ity, these would as soon 
have thought of imitating the state equip- 
zge of the Soveifeign. At present it is 
different ^ and J^myself, Beter Pattieson^ in 
a late journey to ^inburgh, had the hop 
nour^ in the mail-coach phrase, ta *' cl^aiige 
a leg" with a peer of the r^alni. It was 
not so in the days of which I write ; and 
the Marquis's approach, so long expected 
in vain, now took place in the full pomp 
of ancient aristocracy. Sir William Ash- 
ton was so much interested in what he be^ 
held, and in considering the ceremonial of 
reception in case any circumstance had 
been omitted, that he scarce heard his son 
Henry exclaim, *• there is an.o};her . coach, 
and six coming down the east road, papa. 
— will they both belong to the Marquis of 

A r 

At length, when the youngster had fair. 
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ly compelled his attention by pulling his 
sleeve, 

^^ He turned his eyes^ and, as he tum'd^ survey'd 
An awful visioB."— 

Sure enough, another coadi and six, 
with four servants or out-riders in attend* 
ance, was descending the bill from, the 
eastward, at such a. pace as made it doubt- 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching 
from distant quarters jshould first reach the 
gate at the extremity of the avenue* The 
one coach was green, the other blue ; and 
not the green and blue chariots in the 
Circus of Rome or Constantinople excited 
more turmoil amo^ig the citiis^ns than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind 
of the Lord Keeper, We all remember 
the terrible exclamation of the dying pro- 
fligate, when a friend, to destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a 
spectre appearing in a certain shape at a 
given boqr, placed befgte him a persoa 
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dressed iq> in the manner he described* 
<< Man JHeuT said the expiring sinner, 
whoy it seems, saw both the real and poly* 
graphic apparition— << II y en est deux r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was 
scarcely less unpleasiog at the duplication 
of the expected arrival ; his mind misgave 
him strangely* There was no neighbour 
who would have approached so unceremo^ 
nioualyt at a time when ceremony was 
jheld in such respect It must be Lady 
Aiditon, said his conscience, and followed 
up the htfft with an anxious anticipa- 
tion of the purpose of her sudden and un« 
announced return* He felt that he was 
caught ^* in the mannen"^ That the com- 
pany in which she had so unluckily sur- 
prised him was likely to be highly distaste- 
ful to her, diere was no question ; and the 
only hope which remained for him was her 
high sense of dignified propriety, which, 
he trusted, might prevent a public explo<» 
sion. .But so active were his doubts and 
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ftzt$f as altogether to derange his purposed 
ceremoaial lor the reception of the Mar- 
quis. 

These feelings of apprehension were not 
Confined to Sir William Ashton. ^ It is 
my mother — it is my mother,** said Lucy, 
turning as pale as ashes, and clasping her 
hands together as she looked at Ravens* 
wood* 

^< And if it be Lady Ashton,** said her 
lover to her in a low tone, *• what can be 
the occasion of such alarm ?— Surely the 
return of a lady to the family from which 
she has been so long absent, should excite 
ether sensations than those of fear and dis^ 
may,** 

« You do not know my mother,'' said 
Miss Ashton, in a tone almost breathless 
with terror j <• what will she say when she 
sees you in this place l** 

<« ikf y stay is too long,*' said Ravens wood 
somewhat haughtily, " if her displeasure 
at my presence is like to be so fbrmidable* 
My dear Lucy," he resumed, in a tone of 
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soothing encouragement, ^< yoi^ are too 
childishly $tfraid of Xady A^hton ; she is 
a woman of family — a lady of fashion — ^a 
person who must know the world, and wh^t 
19 due to her husband and her fausbandTs 
guests.'^ 

Lucy shook her head ; and, as li her 
mother, still at the distance of Half a mile, 
could have seen and scrutinized her de« 
portment^ she withdrew herself from beside 
Bavenswood, and, taking her brother Hen- 
ry's ann, led him to a different part of tiie 
terrace* The Keeper also shu£Bled down 
towards the portal of the great gate, with- 
out inviting Ravenswood to accompany 
him, and thus he remained standing alone 
on the terrace, desi&rted and shunned, as 
it were, by the inhabitants of the mansioa. 

This suited not the mood of one who 
was proud in proportion to his poverty, 
and who thought that, in sacrificing his 
deep-rooted resentments so far as to be-, 
come Sir William Ashton*s guest, he con- 
fiprred a favour^^ aiid received none* " I 
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can forgive Lucy/' he said to himself; 
<< she is young, timid » atid coiiBcious of an 
impoitatit engagement a^umed without 
her mother's sanction ; yet she should re- 
metfiber with whom it has been assumed, 
and ieave me no reason to suspect that she 
is sishamed of her choice. For the Keeper, 
sense, spirit, and expression seem to have 
left his ' face and manner since he had the 
first glimpse of Lady Ashton's carriage. I 
muH watch how this is to end ; and, if they 
give me reason to think myself an unweU 
come guesl^ my visit is soon abridged." 

With these suspicions floating on his 
mind he left the telrrace, and, walking to* 
wards the stables of the castle, gave direc- 
tions that bis horse should be kept In 
readiness, in case he "should have occasion 
to ride abroad* 

In the meanwhile the driveris of the two 
carriages, the approach 6f which had occa- 
sioned so much dismay at the castle, had 
become aware of e^ch other's presence as 
they approached Upon diflferent Uneft to the 
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bead of the avenue^ as a conuiioa 
Lady Ashton's driver and pi:>sfeiUi0Bs. ii 
stantly received orders to get foremoi^ tf^ 
possible* her ladyship being desircms <rf* 4M^ 
patchii^ her first interview with her hiia* 
band before the arrival of these guests* who^ 
ever they naight ha^^ii to be* Oo tlitf 
other hand, the coachman of die li^quifl^ 
conscious of his own dignity and that of ba$ 
master, and observing the rival charioteer 
was mending his pace* resolved, like « true 
brother of the whqp, whether ancient cmt mo» 
dem* to vindicate his rigiit of precedence. 
So that, to inciease the confuoon of Ihe 
Lord Keepei^s und^^taodrng, : he saw th« 
short time which remained for considerae» 
tion abridged by the haste of the contendi^ 
ing coachmen^ wIkh fixing their ^es-stef i^y 
on each otb^r, and apj^y ing Ae lash amart^ 
ly to their horses^ bqgan to thunder down 
the descent with eftuiloiis rapidity* while 
the horsemen who attended them wes* 
forced to-put m to a h»id giJkfpw 
Sir William's osilty cbanee now remaioi» 
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ing was tl^ posiibtfily ctf im ovtitanit ani 
that his lady or victor might bredk their 
nei^- I nm 90t^ awtte thot he formed 
a^f lliflfcuMt irtih: Oft the sol^iect, but I 
bftve no reasoii to. think that fan grief ia 
either cuae would have i»een idtogether tiir- 
coasolable. This diattect howevor^ alto 
dia^pfie&red ; for !Lady,Athtoii» thot^ in- 
se^sihk to ftar, hegm to.sQe the ladiciiie 
of runfiii^ a race with a victor of distinc* 
tioDt the goal beii^ the. portal <^ i^r own 
caa|le» iwd^waaniaiidodrhec opaidiaiaii^ ;a« 
they api^o^bed the arAmif i. tQ ^ackem hit 
pace^ and allow pieeedeiKie to Ab stra» 
geif a equipage^ M:^mi^vmiA whkk be glsd^ 
}y /Obeyed^ aa cmuig ia tiaie to save bis 
bofipWf the lumes of the Marquts'a earw 
riase being better, ofv at leasts: fiwber thani 
bia Qwot , He restfMMyl his qieed* tberei' 
fore, and suffered the fpreen :coach to eater 
Uie Avenuek wkbsU ita retWMie»wslncb pass 
it o«ciq[>ied witb.tfae speedofa wiutlin'kid. 
The Jif aigyn^s laeed chariirteer no aoooer 
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fmmd tbe pn ik Hm me vms^aMtd t&\At^^ 
than he ittmned a more cteKbersite {Aee, 
at whith lie advanced under the embower- 
ing shade of the lofty ^ns, mnoiinded by 
ail the attendants; whiie the caitiagte of 
Lady Aaliton followed stiU viore slowly at 
some distance. 

In the front ci the casUe, and beneath 
the portal whirii admitted guests itlto the 
inner courts stood Sit WilUatti AsMon, 
much perplexed in mind, his youi^er son 
«nd datigfaiar bettde him, and in th^ rear 
1^ train of attendants of various ranks, ki 
and oist o£ livery. The'OobiMty and gentry 
of Scotland, at this period, were remark- 
able even to extravagance for the nteonber 
of their servants, whose services were easi- 
ly purdMsed in a eoimtry where men wcM 
.numerous beyond propmtion to the means 
of employing them* 

The manners of a man, trained like Sit 
William Ashtonv are too much at his com- 
mand to remain Iwig disconcerted with* the 

8 



«m^ advcariMe c«3Ciirr^ ctf efar^ilimtaiijces. 
He reedved the Mwqais, as be alighted 
fimn his equipage,, with the usual cotnpli. 
vmAs of wdksQOM ; and, as he ushered him 
iato the gfiCal hall, expressed his hope that 
bis jouriiey had bttn pleasant The Marquis 
i¥as a tall, wdl-uidde nun, with: a thought* 
ful and inteliigent couBtenaftce, and ' an 
egreV in whioh the fire .of ambiticm had, for 
atfiiie ^ears: replaced, t^ vbwity of youth ; 
a bold, pcoud, .e^HP^e^wi cxC coooteQaaee^ 
yet cha^ejDed by/hahitpaJ cautioot and the 
desire which, ^s thejhoad of a party, he 
B0C«fii«rily ^niter l^ed pf ax:qui|^'ng papa- 
kiity. He aio^nr^^d. with oourtsesy tj^ 
C90i|t«iu$ enquiries of the. Lord Keeper, 
and was formally presented to Miss Ash- 
ton, in the cpiifse,.of whidi ceremony the 
Lord Keeper. g^ve. the &st symptom ;of 
what wai^ chiefly occupying Ifis mind, ify 
introdi^ing his dl»ugier as .^ his wife, 
I^ady Ashton.'' 
. Ljwy. blushed j the .Marquii looiced sur- 
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piiied^t tbe ntrattdjiovmile 9Bpipcmtmm 
of hu hoalbtMp ud the Lmi) Kim^cff wiife 
iWBciiky nUkd hunwif lo ftr as to «>. 
pbiii^ ** I •bould bwe tsmi my dinghttii^ 
mgrtad; bat the Uuth i8» that I «a«r Ladfr 
Ailrtxm'fl cat riafe anter the a^reiiiw sfaoftl^ 
after yott lafdihip^ andf-**---^ 

» Mak0 iM» apology, asy lotd^" feplisd 
ya noble gfVMt ; ^lel«ia eoteeat you vwjli 
vai^ ail your la^9 ottd learn «e to cuttMate 
Miss A^toti^k aeqMottawsa. laaiiybookeA 
my people ^loald bate tokea pracMlettee af 
QarboitaBft^tberfywngaltes but your lard« 
abtp it aiMH^ tlial I ftappo90d Lady A«btoa 
Has atitt ip tbe aouth* Fesaik me to ba^ 
aeech you irMl mdve eetemotrjs mA baatoi 
to iweltmsie ben" 

' Tbiaitaapracisiiy^vkattbaliOid Keeper 
longed to 4o$ and lie iattaiifly pniCtod by 
his lordi^ip^a dtiiipng penmssioni T* aee 
Lady Adhton^ and eacountor ih/d iiat bant 
of her displeasure in private^ arigfet prepare 
h»^ in asvae d«|^M» to- reaei ve h^r uamd- 



MM* gtisflB with 4a0 deeorttttt As hMr 
c«mage,tlMreGbrai nttvpfedf tike «Mi tf the 
attentive hasband was ready to assiift Xadf 
AfbtM w #ismfmtiiig. .LooUog as if sto 
jMMrliiai aat^ishe put his arm asidab aad Mk 
«q^iiaitad ihat of Caf»l»ia^ Cttigaogtlt, i#ho 
atapd by the «0ach Wiilh bis lacaed hat ^m^ 
4m hk afw» hiivtQg aeteil as ^la l j iw #gr> 
ifs a a # ( » €ir s^im in atta^daoce^ Auriii^ tht 
jwamey. Takoig hold of Ihia net^eoCahle 
IpMsonta ai» aa If ito Mpi^t h«r» la4f 
iUhtpp ii»iim«d tha aiwtt^iitttriwg awanl 
or two hf way «!* diifjstttira to (the asrviaiil«»^ 
Jbuft aot ^om lio Sir WitliadHt wh» ia vain en- 
diiivwfed to ftftra^ harirfteiatiaa, m he 
ralher fiErilaired thfln accampawed her iiato 
Ihe kaHi aa which they £wnd the Ifonniis 
m ek>se fc^oimrsatios viiii ^ Master of 
Aavenswped ; haoy had ifiktn th» ftitt 
opportunity of escaping. There was am- 
iiafiafsmaat cm eaefy oim^mliice exeept 
Abat.ef i^ Aforqius of A~«^9 for tran 
Oaiyrag^tHi jetpodeiee maa JmdBif ahle 
to ireS Itts Jmht ^ BaafflMiMOflJl asd Abe 
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rest'felt the awkwardness of the postttoa 
in which they were thus unexpectedly 
'placed* 

After waiting a moment to be presented 
•by Sir William Ashton» the Marqois resdl- 
^ved to introduce himself. ^ The Lord 
'Keeper,^ he said, bowing to Lady Ash ton, 
-^' has just introduced to me :his daughter 
as Ms wife^he might very easily present 
Lady Ashton as his daughter^ so little does 
she diflfer from what I remeoiber her some 
years since-— Will 'i^e permit an dd ac- 
quaintance the privilege of a guest f 

He saluted the lady with too good a 
grace . to apprehend a repulse, and then 
proceeded-— -<^ This, Lady Afihton» is a 
peace-making visit, and therefore I pre- 
sume to introduce my cousin, the young 
Master of Ravenswood^ to your fi»rourable 
notice*'* 

Lady Ashton could not chuse but cour- 
tesy ; but th^re was in her obeisance an 
air of haughtiness approaching to con- 
tenqptttoiis repube* Raveuwood ccNdd not 
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dbiise but bow ; bat hb mannisc reluraed. 
the seorn with y^kichhe bad been greeted* 

^* AUow me," she. said, ^^ to present to 
yout lordski^iMi/ffrieBdJ* Cra^engelty with^ 
the forward impudeiiee which men of hh 
cast mistake for ease^ made a sliding bow. 
to the Marqoisj which he graced by a^ 
flourish of hia gold4aced bat. The lady 
turned to ber husband-^^^'You and I, Sir 
Willtamt'' she said, and these were the first^ 
woids she. le^ addressed to him» ^* have, 
acquired new acquaintances since we part- 
ed — let nte Jntrodace the acquisition I. 
ba«e made to> mine -— Cap^tain Craigen* 
gelt;' 

Another hQW^ and uiothcr flourish of 
the gold-laced hat» which was returned by. 
the Lord Kecqper without intimation of^ 
former recognition, and with that sort of 
anxious readines9» which intimated bis wish, ; 
that^eace and amnesty should take place. 
betwixt the. contending, parties, including 
thtt auxiliaries on both sides. '< Let me in« 
ferodupe you to the Master of Ravenswopdi" 
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9M he k> Capaiu Craigetfgtoft, M\w$big 
vtp fkd siitM' dffikilble system. Biail tlte 
Master Aftw up hSs tall form to the fkli 
Extent of his belghti and #i!lkoiit to much 
8^4oddng towards tl^ person thus kitftW 
d^iced tb bifby be said, in a maiiiced tofie> 
'^ Captain Cfaigengelt ^nd I are afready 
perfectly well acquainted with each other.** 

•* Perfectly— ^perifectly,*' replied the Cap* 
tain, in a mambllng tone, lifce that of a 
double echo, and with a flbuHs^ of Kitf baf, 
the circumfcrence of which was'greatfy 
abridged. Compared with those which had 
so cotiOially graced his introduction to the 
Marquis and the Lord Keeper. 

Lockhard, foHowed by three meniais, 
now eritered with wine and refteishments^ 
which it was the fa^hidm M offer as a whet 
before dinner j artd #hen they were placed 
before the guests. Lady Ashton made an 
apology for withdrawing her hosband from 
them for some minutes upon business of 
special import. The M^rqtiis, of cour*, 
requested her ladyship would lay bcirseVf 
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^3»dtt no mtraiiit; and Cralgeiigc^ bolV 
iisg witit speed a a^ond glass of laey Ofl^ 
wuxry^ ha9fceiied tx> le&'ve the! room» feeih^ 
DO great pleoiure in the prospect d hwo^ 
left ehnie with the Marquis of A— »— tad 
the Master of Raireiiswood ^ the presence 
^ the former holding bim in awe^-and that 
cif ihe latter in bodily terron. 

Some arrangements lUxml his horse and 
iMiggage formed the pretext for his sudden 
retreat, in whi|clt- be persevered, altbongh 
JLady Ashtoo gave Lockhard orders to W 
eareful most particularly to accommodate 
Captain Cratgaigek with aU the attend^ 
ance which he could possibly require. Th^ 
Marquis and the Master of Ravenswood 
were thus left to cmnmunicate to. each 
od^er their remarks upon the reception 
^bich they had met with, while Lady 
Ashton led the way^ and her lord followed 
somewhat like a condemned criminal^ to 
her ladyship's dressing-rpom. 

So soon as the spouses had both entered* 
hw JfSlysbip gave way to thirt fierce audaci* 
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ty of temper^ wfaSdi she had with diffidikj 
suppressed, out of reject to appearances^ 
She shut the door behind the alarmed Lord 
Keeper, took the key out of the spring- 
lock, and with a countenance which yeari 
had not bereft of its haughty charms, and 
eyes which spdke at once resolution and 
resentment, she addressed her astounded 
husband in these words: — ** My lord, lam 
not greatly surprised at the cdnnectionis 
you have been pleased Ho form during my" 
absence— they wte entirely in cbnformity 
with your birth ahd breeding ; and if I did 
expect any thing else, I heartily own my 
error, and that I merit, by having done 
so, the disappointment you had prepared 
forme." 

" My dear Lady Ashton — my dfear 
EleanorV said the Lord Keeper, " listen 
to reason for a moment, and I will con- 
vince you I have a<ited with all the regard 
due to the dignity, as well as the interest 
6f my family." 
•' To the interest of ^eur family I con- 
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c6ive you perfectly q$paWe of a1^tfi»diag/' r 
r^urned t\^^ indignant lady, *< and evien^t 
to the dignity of your family also— But a»/ 
mine happens to be inextricably involved 
nyith it,; yo^i will excuse me if I chuse tq* 
givp my own attention so far as that is coo-r 
oerned/' , , . , . , 

< « What wpuld you have, l*ady Ash- 
ton ?" said the husband— •* What is it that^ 
displeases you ? Why is it, that im your re-f 
turn after so long.an absence, I am arraign* 
ed in this tn^mer ?" 

" Ask your own consdence. Sir Wil- 
liam, what has prompted you to become; 
a renegade to your political party and opi- 
nions, and led you, for what I know, to-be 
on the point of marrying your oply daugh*:^ 
t?r to a b^garly. Jacobite bankrupt, the in- 
v^terate enemy of your family to the boot.", 

** Why, what, in the name of common 
sense and common civility, would you lurfe, 
me do, madam ?" answered her husband—^ 
*^ Is it possible for me, with ordinary xJe- 
Gency„ to turn a young gentleman out of 

la 
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mj bouse, wIid Mved my dau^ter's Mfe 
Aiidl my owD, bcrt the o^cr morniog as 'A 
were ?• 

«« Saved yettr ltf» t I liat« keaidof tlMt 
stery," Mid die Iady--««< the Lord. Keeper 
wha acared by a dun cow» and he takes the 
joung feUow who killed her Sot Ghif of 
Wai^iok-«-*«Dy hutehet fiwn fiMdh^bw 
laay seen hate an equal diiaci' en your 
liospltattty.* -^ 

^ Lady Ashten^^ ataoMiafecl the Keeper^ 
*• this is intolerable— 4tDd ^^rt^iM^ i a» de«k 
nf utr^ too, to make yoa' easy toy ai^ sa^ 
Sce-*-ff ytMi wcttild hat idl tne what yon 
would be af* 

^ Go down to your guests,** said the 
imperious dame; *^ and make yenr apology 
to Ravenswood^ that the aitivi4<^CaptMi 
Craigengelt and t&mit other ftiends^ rendefs 
it impossibte for yon to ofifer him lodgings 
at Ibe castle^— I etpect youi^ Mr Hayston 
ofBucklaw.** 

« Oo^ Heavens, madam!- ^tdaled 
her busband«— *<^ Ilavenswood to gire jriace 
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to Cittigeni^t^ a mmmufn gambler atid aa 
Sufdrmer i--^ ««& ail 1 4rauld date Ibrbeinr 
tte&mng the fellow to get out of my hoiiac^ 
ttod I was miidi vurpiiied to ste hjm in 

*<<i^ice yon Mw kini tkefe» jicoii mi^ 
ht ymAtmmind/' tuasweredtthit metk help* 
HMte^ ^ Miat he ^taaffc^per todfltjr* As^ 
tfeiis RaTeaftwoedt he* onfy oieets with the 
treatment whieb, to my certain knoww 
ledge» he gwe to 4i>aBQo&. wkted fiieiul 
^^iiiilie> ^ft^ ;faad the oiisfiiitipie to be Ub 
•gyeM some tiffie «iiiee.< JSut take joi»m. 
lairtijllett $ ^n tf Ravemwood does oot ^quk 
the house, I will.** 

'"' iSii' WtHkm Afife^aft poced iipi uid doi^ 
^<iie apantment in the matt distressii^ agt- 
tatioD» §m^9 aod abame* aad aa^er con* 
i^okiMi^ ai^att il» luMbitttal defiraeace 1^ 
^was la tlie mo ^of 4r6iiderjiig to his. lady. 
At leagtii 4t ^odadi m is wad eprtth .liiitid 
tBAnd% placed m such circuaistaao»i» in kk 
^adoptkg^^ a mm mUfmim^ a ndddla meap 
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' ** I tell ybtt fnidcly^ madaot I tieiti&Br 
cm nor will be guilty of the inoiviK(|y you 
propose to the Master of RaveMswood-^ 
he has mil deBa:ved*itat toy baad. If you 
will be so unreasonable as to insult a snan 
of quality under your own roof^ I caoiiot 
prewttt you, biltlwiU not at least he the 
age^t in such a prepoeterous proMedingc'l 

^' You will not?" asked the lady. 
- ^^ No, by Heavens, madam/' her husband 
repHed ; ^^aak ine anythiagNoongrumit with 
common decency, ^as to drop his aeqiiatBii> 
ance by degrees, or the iike«-4mt' to bid 
fasm leave my houae, is sA&t I will not, and 
cannot consent to.'* 

^ *' Then the tadc of ^supp^rti^ sthe ho- 
nour of the family wfll fall on me, as it haa 
often done bftfisre,'' said the lady. 

She eat down, and hastily wcote a lEew 
lih^ Tl»e Loid.rKeep^ made aiiotjMr 
effort to ptfeveat lier ti|bu|gi^fi(tep so dfei« 
sive» just' as she opened die .door to call 
b^ female attendant £rom tho imfci-rooBi. 
$< Think what you are doing, Lady Ash- 
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t^r^you; aie makiftg a;^ttiort«i enemy of $ 

young inm^ wImi. is like to have the-means 

^barrmiiigiB" — ^— 

. ^* Did you e^et knom a Dou^s who 

ftar ed an enemy i^ answered the lady con* 

tenqptnously* 

** Ay» fattt lie is as fooiid a^d vin^otive 
aa anr hmidf ed Douf^asses* and an hundred 
devils to boot Ttmk of it for a night 
only;'' 

*^ Not for another moment^" answeijed 
the 'lady .;-^*'here9 Mrs Patollo, give thin 
billet to young Ravenswood." 
; >^ To the Master, madnn?'' said Mrs 
PatuUo. 

^ A^f ta the Maatw, if you oatl him 
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** I wash my handa of it entirely/' said 
line Keeper; ^* and I shall gp d<¥vn into 
the gardeo» and we that JTardsne galhesi 
the winter &nit'for the dessert*" 

*^ Do. so/' said the lady> looking after 

him with looks of infinite contempt; ^f and 

^4hank God tjmt you leave one behind, you 



is fit to pit>tect the honour of tho fkmilfi 
iA ymL «re to look afttr pippins Md petM/^ 
The LcHrd Keeper remmned long enoiigfei 
in Iht gmnden to five her lafd^^hipV mine 
tiOM to explode, end to let, eg be thOugfit^ 
ftt least the first viatence of RevenMrood% 
displeesure Mow oven Wbeo he eotei^ed 
the heH, he fiMnd the Mwqoii o£ A-^^ — 



giving orders to some of bis ettendents. 
He seemed in high displeasure, end ietei^ 
mpted an apology wtridi^ flfar Wilfiam had 
«ointtieaoed| fisr hvWng 1^ bis lordMiip 
alone. 

^ I presume, 8lr William, you are no 
stranger to tbis singular billet with which 
tny kinsman of JUvenewood (an emphasis 
on the word my) has been favoured bf 
your Iady----and, of course,^ that you are 
|»repared to receive my adieus-^^My kins- 
man is idready gone, having thought it 
unnecessary to oi^ any on his part, since 
all former civtliltes have been cancelled 
%f this ungular inmlt" 

^' I protest^ my loitf,'^ said Sk IPiOiatt, 



l^okRng tie billet io his hand, ^ i am not 
privy to l^e contents of this letter. I 
know Ladj Asbton is a warm-toaipered 
and prejadiced wotsan^ and I am rincerely 
sorrjr iar any oflbnce tiiat has been givea 
or taken ; bot I hope your Iwdahtp wi& 
oonatdor that a lady*— — 

«* Should bear heiself tamxSB persons 
of %- certain rank yriA the breeding of 
oaet*' said the Marquis^ co mp let i i^ the 
half-uttered seertence. 

^ Truei my lord/* said iSke mifinrtnnale 
Keeper; ^ bat Lady Ashton is still a wOk 
laaii^-^-— - 

^ And as «ach» metMnkSi^ said the Mai^ 
quis, z^n mterrapttng him, ^ should be 
taught the duties which correspond. to her 
station. Bat here she comes, and I w31 
learn from her own mouth the reason of 
this extiraordhiary and unexpected aftoot 
o^ed to my near relation, while both he 
and I were her ladyship's guests." 

« 

Lady Ashton accordingly entered the 
iqpaftment at this m<»ttent* fler ^Bspute 
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with Sir WiUiaait and a subsequent inter- ' 
view with her daughter, had not prevent- 
ed her from attending to the duties of her 
toilette. She i^peared in full dress ; and, . 
from the character of her countenance and 
n^auner, well became the splendour with, 
which ladies of quality then appeared. on, 
8|ich occasions^ 

The Marquis of A-— ^ bowed haughti- 
ly, -snd she returned the salute with equal . 
pride and distance of demeanour. He then 
topk &(fm the pjassiye hand of Sir William 
4#btpn the billet he had given him the mo*^ 
ment before he ^proached the lady^ and 
was* about to speak^ when she intei;rupt* 
ed him* *' I perceive, my Iprc^ you are 
about to enter upon an unpleasant subject* 
I am sorry, any such should have occurred 
at this time, to interrupt, in the, sl^htest 
degree, the respectful reception due to 
your lordship— but so it is. — Mr £^gar Ra- 
veoswood, for whom I have addressed the;. 
biHet in your lordship's hand, has abused 
the hospitality of this family, and Sir WiU. 
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liim Ashton's sotlness of* temper, iu order 
to seduce a young. person into engage- 
ments without her parents' consent, and of 
which they never can approve.** 

Both gentlemen answered at <»ice,— 
*' My kinsman is incapable"— said the 
Lk>rd MlBirquis. 

** I am, confident that my daughter 
Laicy is still more incapable"*— ^--said the 
Liord Keeper. 

Lady Ashton at once interrupted, and 
replied to them both,— •* My Lord Mar- 
quis, your kinsman, if Mr Ravens wood haw 
the honour to be so, has made this attempt 
privately to secure the affections of thifi 
young and ' inexperienced girl.— ^iS^ Wil- 
liam Ashton, your daughter has been mm- 
pie enough to give more encouragement 
than she ought to have done to so very 
improper a suitor." 

<< And I think, madam," said the Lord 
Keeper, losing bis accustomed temper and 
patience, ^^ that if yon had nothing .better 
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to teB U8| jott had better have kept ikk 
ftmfly secret t^ your^^ aiao.'' 

^ Yim iNFfll pai^on me^ Sit Wtllmm^'' 
aatd the lady, cahaly j ^ the aoble Mar* 
qoh has a right to. know the cause cf the 
treatment I have fbund it necessary to use 
to a gentleman, whom he oalls his blood* 
telation." 

^ Ik is a. couse,^ mattered the Lord 
Keeper, ^ which has emerged mnce the e£> 
fi^t has taken place ; for, if it eiasts at all, 
l! am sore she knew nothing ol^ it when 
lier Ifttv to Raveosirood was written.*^ 

^* ft is the first time that I ha^ heard 
of this,^ said the Marqnis i ^ bnt since 
your bdy^ip has tabled, a salgeot so deli** 
cate, permit me to say, that my kinsman^ 
birth and connections eatitled him to a 
patient hearing, and, at least, a eiiril refu- 
sal, even in case of his being so ambitious 
as to raise his eyes to the daughter of Sir 
"William Ashton.* 

^ You wxft recollect, my k>rd^ of what 
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U0(yd Miss Iiuey iiijhtott k tome hy th^ 
mother's side," said the lady* 

• I do remember ytmt de»€cttt--<fitmi a 
younger branch of the house of Atigus,^ Ktid 
thte Marqats^^«<andyotir]a^shipu-.fbrgiv« 
me, fa^y— ought aot to foiget tharl the Rai^ 
ve0»irb0ds hapre tirrice intermarried wi* 
the main branch. Come, madam — I know 
how matters iM)Atid-^Id and long^ festered 
I»^ildi0e»aire dMfieutt to get over^>^I make 
etery uikmBLuce fer them^I oagfit ntitg 
$mA I iM^ouId not haw suflbred my kinsu 
mad to depart alooe, expeHed, m a man- 
hep, from this b6€ise<-«but I had h&pth of 
being ik^ mediator, f I itm ^11 tifiWStirig to 
leave yon in ang^r-^and shaM t»t set fert.- 
vard t^l after noon, m I rejoin ttie' Master ' 
of Rayenswood' upon the road a few mifet 
from hence. ' Let us talk over this matter 
more cooBy.** 

^Mt is what I anxbusly ^n^e, my 
lord/' siod Sir William Ashton, eagerly.. 
* Lady Ashton, we will not permit my 
Lord of A--— to leave us in displeasure. 
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We must ompel him 'to tany dtttner -at 
the castle*** 

«< The castle," said the lady, «' and all 
that it contaiost are at the command of 
die MarquiSt so long as he chuaes to ho- 
noor it' with his residence-^ut touching 
the farther ^scussion of this disagreeabk 
topic" 

<* Pttdon me, gpood madam," said the 
Marquis ; *< but I cannot allow you to ea> 
press any hasty. rescAotion ^n a sniyect so 
important. I see that more company is ar* 
riving ; and since I have the good fortune 
to renew my former acquaintance with 
Lady Ashton, I hope she will give me 
leave to avoid perilling what I prize so 
highly upon any disagreeable > subject of 
discussion— «t least, till we have talked 
over more agreeable topics." 

The lady smiled, courtsied, and gave 
her hand to the Marquis, by whom, with 
all the formal gallantry of the time,^which 
did not permit the guest to tack the lady, 
of the house under the arm, as a rnstlc does 
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his sweetheart at a wake^ she was oAered 
to the eating-room. 

Here they were joined by Bocklaw, 
Craigengeit, and other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Keeper had previously invited to 
meet the Marquis^of «A-— «i^ An apology, 
founded upon a slight indisposition, was 
alleged as an excuse for the absence of 
Miss Ashtoo, whose seat appeared unoc- 
cupied. The. entertttnmeiit was splendid 
to profwion, and was protracted till a late 
hour. 



* * 
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Tet better than mine own ; 
Hciharedliis exile wi^ liii mile,'' 
ni iMtiMlai #Hh Aae. 

I wiu. not attempt to doeribe the bbs- 
tiire of indigDttioo' and regret widi which 
Ravenswood left the seat which had be- 
longed to his aacestws. The tenna in 
which Lady Afihton's billet was couched 
raadered it impossible for him, without 
being deficient in that ^irit of which he 
perhaps had too much, to remain an in« 
slant longer within its walls. The Mar* 
qoisy who had his share in the affixmt, was^ 
neverthdess, stiU wilUng to make some ^ 
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felts at comuUsttQOu H^ thcsfefoiiB suffered 
his kinsman to depart aloas^ asakii^ ,Uai 
prooiise, ln^veirer, that he would wiak for 
him lit the smaU ifwctttted the Tod's^hakb 
ntaatsbdf as mmt readsia mi^ he jHeaaed to 
recollect, h*tf iprsy hcftirixt Raimwraoil 
Castle and Wolf's Cmg, and about five 
Scottish flsiles disiMt ffii» ^eaek Here 
the Maiquis propoflied to |ain the MastM 
of Barenswoodt ^th«a: lliat w$ht er ihe 
next monliQg. His orwn feelings wonU 
have iadmoed him to hate left the castle 
ikeoAy^ hAt he was loth «o Aifi^ witb* 
mA at kast oae eArt» the adiraaAsfM^ 
which he had proposed firom bis vijut lo 
the luOf d Keei^er 9 and tiie Maatcar of iRa* 
teoswood was,^ <rren m the vety heat ^ 
bis rcittmtatent, «iiiwitthig to feieclede Mf 
etaoico of reooneittaskm wfaicfa nu^it^anse 
oat ofi the: partblity oddidh Sir WMltaw Ash* 
ton had ;8bewa towards hioi, as meU as the 
lotraoeasory argnaaeiita of his iloUe ktAa- 
muu He hsnaseif d^mrted wiAoit a^aaift* 



iaenfs d^ay, 'ftnth^r than #«8 necesMPjr to 
intke this arraiigeme&t 

At first be spurred his horse at a^quick 
pMe through an avenue of the parky as if , 
by rapidity of motion, be could stupify the 
6onftision of feelings with which he- n^s 
assailed* But as the road grew wilder and 
more sequestered^ and when th^t trees tiad 
hidden ttie turrets df the casfle, he gradu- 
liUy slackened his pace^ as if to indulge 
the painful reflections K^hieh he faadjn 
v^n endeavoured to repress. The path in 
which, be found himself led hikn to the 
Mermaidea's Fountain, and to the cMti^ 
of Alice; and the fatal influence wfai^h 
superstitious b^ief attached to the foirraer 
spoti as well as the admonitiMS which had 
been in vain offered to hsm by the inhaUu 
ant of the latter, forced, themselves upon 
his memory. -<< CMd saws. qpeak truth,'', he 
said to himself; ^^ and the. Mmnaiden's 
Well has indeed witnessed the last act of 
rashness of the heir of ilavenswood.-~ 
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iyk^ 9jpcke waU^" be centhmecl) «« and I 
am in the situation wiii€h>$he-f6ret9ldU.^p 
radber I am more dectj^ly dtsfooaoured^^ 
ndl tbe^lepradent ami ally of t)>e deslraj^r 
of my fadie^s innis^ aa the old sybil p#e. 
aagad, 1)ut tb« d^egr^d wretch, wbo has 
.4im{Hfed lo bold that subordinate oharaeter, 
a«d lias betft rejected with dtftdain.** 

We are4KHmd, t0 tdkthe tale as we iiafre 
received ^^ and^ considering^ the dtsfcance 
of the tkae,*ad propensity of -thwe through 
wbose mouths k has passed to tile marvel. 

l#us, thiaoouW not 'boreaJiedaScottish story, 
uoless it manifiNitad ^a tinge of Scottish su- 
perstitioa^ As fiav^enswaod approached 
^e solitary fountain, he is said to have met 
with the foUowmg singular adventupe ^--^ 
His^ boi^se, whi#h was moving slowly for- 
wal?d^ Mddeoly katerrupted its steady and 
composed pace, snorted, reared, and, though 
urged by the spur, refused to proceed, as iS 
some ol^ect of terror had suddenly presents 
ed itself. On looking to the fountain, JRa. 

VOL, II. K 



f» 



TAUB W MT IJUmMRB. 



venswood discerned a female %ore, dret^ 
ed in a white, or rather grefish maiitle, 
placed on the very spot on which Lacy 
Ashton had reclined while listening to the 
fatal tale of love. His immediate impres* 
sion was^ that ^e had conjectured by which 
paUi he would traverse the park on his de* 
parture, and placed herself at this well* 
known and sequestered place of rendez* 
VOUS9 to indulge her own sorrow and his 
in a parting interview. In this belief he 
jumped fix>m his horse, and, maki^ its 
bridle fast to a tree, walked hastily to- 
wards the fountain, pronoundi^ eagerly^ 
yet under his breath, the words, ^^ Miss 
Ashton !— -Luicy !** 

The figure turned m he addressed it, «nd 
displayed to his wondering eyes the fea- 
tures, not of Lucy Alston, but <rf*<^ bliad 
Alice. The singularity of her dress, which 
ratherresembled a shroud than the garment 
of a living woman-^the appearance of her 
person, larger, as it struck hdas, than it 



uwiBily neened to be-«*>abore all, the $tnu^e 
dDCumstance ^ a hUiid, infirod, aod decre* 
pit peraen being found at a distaoce from 
her babitation, (considerable if ber infirmi- 
ties be taken into account,) combined to 
impi^ess him with a feeling of wonder ap- 
proacbii^ to fean As he approached, she 
ai^MC &om her seat» held her shrivelled 
band up as if to prevent his coming more 
near, and her withered lips moved fast, 
altiiough no sound issued from thenu Ra- 
veiiswood stepped $ and as, after a mo* 
mentis pause, be again advanced towards 
ber, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
^ided backwards towwds the tliicket, still 
keeping her face turned towards him. The 
treea soqn hid the finm from his sight $ 
smd, yielding to the strong and terrific im> 
pmsskm that the being which be had seen 
was not of this world, the Mai^ter of Ra* 
vjeaa^WQod remained roo.ted to the ground 
whereon he had stood when he caught his 
la^t view ^ ber. At lei^th, summoning 
vip bis courage, be advanced to the sppt 
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on which the figure had seemed to be seat^ 
ed ; but Tieiriier was there presi^ure of the 
grass, nor any other circumstance, to io-^ 
(luce hkn to beiieve that K^hat be had seen 
vras re^l and substantial. 

Full of those strange thoughts and coti^' 
fused apprehensions v^hich aw^ke in the 
bosom of otie who coticeivEs he has wit-^* 
nessed sotne prieternataral appearancei the 
Master of Ravenswood walked back to- 
wards his horse, frequently however look^t 
ing behind hioi, tiot -without appr^betmoff^ ' 
as if expecting that the vi^on would re» 
appear.' But the apptarition, whether it Wtur 
real) or whether it was the creation of a 
heated and agitated imaginationi returned 
not again; and' he found his hdrse sweat* 
ing and terrified, as if • experiencing that 
agony of fear, with -which the prescude of ' 
a supernatural beirig:is supposed to agitate 
the brute creation; The Master ndoiint*- 
ed, and' rode slowly forward, soothing his 
horse from time to time, while the aninaal' 
fieemed internally to shrink aUd (Judder, 
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aaif expj^9g some new object of fear at 
the opening: <^/every ^de. The rtder^ 
a&er a< mQmeni's c^nsideratioB, resolved 
to investigate the matter farthefr ** Can 
foy, e^ftH have deceived nf e," be said^ ^< and 
de$!siv4d me for such a space of lime ?*^ 
Qi5 are. this wQiBan's iofiriaities b,ut feigned, 
IB, order toeKcite <30Q[)pasaio4i ? — rAnd e\^Q 
tlt€|3> her motion resenabled not that of a 
living and ei^lsting person. Must I adopt 
Ibe^ pQfHilAf ^^4> and thinh thit the un- 
happy being, has /ormed a Jeagiie with the 
jp^^efBof darkness?-*^! am itetet mioed to 
he reso}yed<~I will not bBooic uDpoaitioa 
evj^ ftoon ipy own? eyes.** 
. ,in this uncertainty he rodo i»p to tha 
l^le wicjket of AUce's gardea. Her seafr 
bejneath the bi^ch^ree was vacsml^ thougb 
thie day was pleasant, and the sua wi^ high. 
He approached the hut, and -heard froiu 
v^itfain Uie sobs ai^ watiing of a female* 
No answer was returned when he knocked, 
so that, after a fiaomenfs paiiae, he lifted 
the latch and entered*: It. was indeed a> 
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house of solitude and sorrow* SUetehcid 
upon her miseraUe pallet lay the corpse ef 
the last retainer of the house ef Ra^>em- 
Vfo&d^ who stil! abode eo' their pB^nkl 
domains. Life had but shortly departed i 
and the little girl by whom ^te had beea 
attended in her last moments was wrhi^ilig 
her hands and sobbing, befewixC ehiMMi 
fear and sorrov?, over t^e body of her BSis* 
tress. 

The Mast^ of Ravemwood hud scWie 
difficulty to compose the terrors of ^e 
poor childi whom his unexpeeied s^pear^ 
ance had at 'fir^t rather appalled than com- 
forted ; and when he suMte^ed^ the ftf6t 
expression wittdi the giri used mtknated 
that ^^ he had come too late.*' Upon en- 
quiring the meaning of this expression, 
he learned that the deceased, upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, bad sent a 
peasant to the castle to beseech an inter* 
view of the Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expressed the utmost impatience for 
hia return. But the messengers of the 
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poor are tardy and negligent : the fellow 
had not reached the castle, as was after- 
wards learned, until Ravenswood had left 
it, and had then found too much amuse- 
ment among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any baste to the cottage of Alice. 
Maanttme her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body j and« 
to use the phrase of Babie, her only attend- 
ant, •• she prayed powerfully that she might 
«ee her master's son once more, and renew 
her warning.'* She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Aa- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that he had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what he was how much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessary, as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation. The dec^sed, he 
understood^ had expressed a desire to be 
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buried in a solitary churchyard near the 
little inn of the Tod's-hole, called the Her- 
mitage, or more commonly Armitage, in 
which lay interred some of the Ravenswood 
family,, and many of their followers. Ra- 
venswood conceived it his. duty to- gratify 
this predilectioUi so commonly found to 

exist among the Scottish peasantry, and 

• ■ < 

dispatched Babie to the neighbouring vil- 
lage to procure the assistance of some fe* 
jnales, assuring her that, in the meanwhile, 
lie would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thf ssaly of old, it is 
accounted highly unfit to leave without a 
watch. 

Thus, in the course- of a quarter of an 
hour, or little more, he found himself sit- 
ting, a solitary guard over the inanimate 
corse of Iier, whose dismissed spirit, unless 
his e} es had strangely deceived him, bad so 
shortly before manifested itself before him* 
Notwithstanding his natural courage, the 
Master was considerably affected by a con- 
ciarrence of circumstances so extraordina- 
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ry« ^* She died expressing her eager desire 
to see me; Can it be, then^'! — was bis na- 
tural course of reflection — ^ can strong 
suid earnest wishes, formed during the last ^ ; 
agony of nature, survive its catastrophe^ X 
surmount tbe awful bounds of the spiritual / 
world, and place before us its inhabitants j 
in the hues and colouring of life ?^-»Aud 
why was that manifested to the eye which 
CQuld not unfold its tale to the ear ? — ^and 
wherefore should a breach be made in the 
laws of nature, yet its purpose remain un« 
known ?^— Vain questionsi which only deaths 
when it shall make me like the pale and vfu 
thered form before me, can ever resolve.'* 
He laid a clothe as be spc^^^.over the 
lifeless face,. upon whose features' he felt 
unwilling any longer to> dwell. He then 
took his place in an old carved oaken chair, 
ornamented with hisown armorial bearings>> 
"which Alice had contrived to appropriate 
to her own use in the pillage which took 
place among creditors, officers, domestics, 
and messengers of the law, when his father. 
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left Ravenswood Cssde for the last time. 
Thus seated, be baDishedv as much as he 
could, the superstitious feriings whidh the 
late incident naturally inspired* His own 
were sad enon^, withoat the exaggera- 
tions of supematmral tenvr, aince he fomd 
himself tranrferred from the siltuatioii of a 
successful lover of Luey Ashton, and an 
honoured and respected friend of her &- 
ther, into the melancholy and solitary guar- 
dian of the aibandoned and forsalcen corpse 
of a common paupen 

He was reKeved, however, from his sad 
office sooner ihah he could reascmably have 
expected, from the distance betwii&t the hut 
of the deceased and the vifMage, and the age 
and infirmities of three old women, who 
came from thence, in military phrase, to 
relieve guard upon the body of the defnact 
On any other occasion Che speed of these 
reverend sybib would have been much 
more moderate, for the fnt was eighty 
years of age and upwards, the aeeond #88 
paralytic, and the third lame of a tog from 
some accident But the burial duties ren- 
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dered to the deceased, are, to the Scottish 
peasant of either sex, a labour of love. 
I know not whether it is from the temper 
erf* the peoj^e, grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recollection of the 
ancient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were dwajs considered as a period of 
festival to the living ; but feasting, good 
cheer, and even inel^iety, were, and are, 
the frequent accompaniments of a Scottish 
old-fashioned bufiaL What the funeral 
feast, or dirgie, as it is called, was to thq 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
l)ody for the coffin were to the women. To •. 
straight the eontorted lim^ upon a board . 
used for that mekachi^y pmrpose, to Arrays 
the corfise in clean linen, aod'Over diat in. 
its woollen ^hroud, were -operations eom« 
mitted always ba the old aiatrons of the vil- 
lage, and in w4^ch tliey found a lingular 
and gloomy delight. 

The old womcii piid the Maateir Ikmr 
salutations mlli a <glMitly so^ile, wMeh^eh- 
minded him of the meetinj^ b&twut Mac«r 



beth aod the witches on the bl^isted heaiii 
of Forres. He gave them so^e soooey, 
and recoiomeDded to them the ehai^ of 
the dead body, of their C4Hitea»poraiy, aa 
office which they wiUioi^y undercook ^ iiiti- 
Qiating to him at the same time that he must 
Wave the hut, ia order that they might be- 
gin their m<ouifuful duties* Ravemwood 
readily agreed to depart^ only tarryipg tQ 
recommend to them due attention to the 
body* and to ^receive in formation: where he 
was to fiod the aextcm; ^ beadle» who bad 
in charge the deserted church^yard of tbe 
Armitag^ in .order to priepare majtters for 
the reception of old ^ice in the place of 
repose which, she bad^ selected for hers^ 
. <* Ye'U no be pinched; to find.out Johnie 
Mortabeugh/' said Uie «lder aybUy and still 
her withered cheek bore a grisly svile— 
<• he dwells near the.Tod's^hole^ an bouse 
of entertainment wbefe there has been 
liMny A blithe biriiAg*— for death and drink- 
draining are near aei^hboiifS; to aoe sm 
ther." . . .: 
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•* Ay J and thatfs e'en true, cummer/'^ 
ssiid the lame hag, propping herself with a 
crutch which supported' the shortness of 
hrer left leg, " for I imnd when the father 
of this Master of Raveoswood that is now 
standing before us, stieked young Blacks 
hall W^th hi» whinger, for a wratig word 
said ower their wine, or brandy, or what 
ilot-^he gaed in as light as a lark, and h« 
datne oot with <his f%et foremost. I was at 
Ifhe winding of the corpse ; and when th« 
bluid Was washed ofiT^ be was a bonnie bottk 
of man'b body/* 

It may be easily believed that this ilL 
timed anecdote hastened the Master's pur*> 
p6se of quitting a company so evil-omened 
dnd so odious. Yet, while walking to the 
tree to which his horse was tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he <!Ould not avoid hearing, through 
the hedge of the Kttle garden, a conversa- 
tion respecting bimsdf, betwixt the ksie 
woman and the octogenarian i^ybil. The 
pair had boU>led into the garden to gather 
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ro8e»ary, MHitherii*w(H>d» rue» atnd other 
pkats proper to be strewed upon the body, 
•fid buraed l^ way of fumigttioii tn the 
chimney of the cottage. The paralytic 
vretcb> almost exhausted by the joumey^ 
was I^ guard upon the corpse, lest wit<^es 
or fiends might play their qport with it. 

The following low croaking dialogae was 
necessarily overheard by the Master of Ba^ 
.venswood : — - <^ That's a fceah asid full* 
grown hemlock, Annie Winnie»--fflony a 
cmnmer lang syne wad hae sought nae bet* 
ter horse to flee aver hill and bow, through 
mist and moonlight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar." 

<<.Ay, ctinimer! but the very de'il has 
turned as hard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keepm*> and the grit folk that hae breasts 
like whin-stane. They prick ua and they 
pine us, and they pit us on the pinny- 
winkles for witches ; and» if I say my 
prayem backwards ten timea ower, SsAao 
wiU never gi'e me Mfteti^ o' them." 

<< Did ye ever ace the fmU thief 7^ ftshed, 
her neighbour^ 
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« Na V replied the other spokeswoman ; 
*' but I trow I hae dreamed of him mony 
a time» and I think the day will cone 
they will burn me for'L But ne'er mind» 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Maa» 
ter'Sy and we'll send dou» for bread and 
for aillf and tobacco^ and a drap brandy to 
bum, and a wee pi^le saft.su^ur-— and be 
there de'il» or nae de'il, las8> we'll hae a 
meiry night o't." 

Here her leathern chops uttered a soft 
ol' cackling ghastly laugb^ resembling, to a 
certain d^ree, the cry of the screech-owl. 

*^ He is a frank man, and a frae*hand* 
ed man, the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
^ and a comely personage«^broad in the 
shouthers, and narrow ardund the lungies 
«^e wad mak a bonnie corpse— -I wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding o' 
him*" 

^ It is written on his brow, Annie Win- 
me," returned the oetogenariaii> her cooa- 
paniott, ^< that hand of woman, or of man 
either, will never sti'auj^t him«>--dead-deal 
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will' never be laid to his back— make yoi^* 
your market of that, for I hae it frae a sure 
hand/' 

«V Will it be his lotto die on the battle- 
ground then, Ailsie Gourlay ? — Will he die 
by the sword or the ball, as his forbears 
hae dune before him mony ane o* them ?* 

^* Ask nae mair questions about it — he*ll 
BO' be graced sae far^'' replied the sage. 

" I .ken ye are wiser than ither folk,. 
Ailsie Gourlay — But wfaa teU'diye thisT' 

<* fashna your thumb about that, Ati^ 
nie Winnie^'' answered the sybil — <^ I hae 
it frae a hand sure aneugh/' 

^ But ye said ye never saw the foul 
thief,** reiterated her inquisitive compa-^ 
nion. 

** I hae it frae as sure a hand,* said AiU 
sie, ** and from them that spaed bis fortune- 
before the sark gaed ower his head."^ . 

^< Hark I I^ hear his horse's feet riding, 
off," said the other ; <^ they dinna aound as 
if good luck was wi* them." 

^* Mak haste, ms,'' cried the paralytie 
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bag from the cottage, <* and let us do what 
is needfu', aad say what is fitting ; for, if 
the dead corpse blnna straughted, it will 
girn and thraw, and that will fear the best 
of us." 

Ravenswood was now out of hearing. 
He despised most of the ordinary prej^jr 
dices about witchcraft,, omeos^ and vaticir 
nation, to which his age and country still 
gave such implicit credit, that, to express 
a doubt of them, was accounted a crime 

equal to the unbelief of Jews or Saracens j; 

••••••• 

he knew also that the prevailing belief con- 
cerning witches, operating upon the hypo^ 
chondriac habits, of those whom, age^ infifi^ 
mity, and poverty rendered liable to sus- 
picion, and enforced by the fear of death^. 
and the pangs of the most cruel tortures^ 
often extorted those confessions which enj- 
cumber and disgrace the criminal records 
of Scotland during the seventeenth ceni^ 
tury* But the vision of that morning, 
whether real or imaginary, had impressed 
his mind with a superstitious feeling whic^ 
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he in vain endeaToured to shake o£ The 
nature of the business which awaited hitn 
at the little inn, called Tod's-hole, where 
he soon after arrived, was not of a kind to 
restore his spirits. 

It was necessary he ^ould see Mort- 
sheugh, the sexton of the old burial-ground 
at Armitage, to arrange matters for the fU« 
neral of Alice f and as the man dwelt near 
the place of her late residence, the Master, 
after a slight refreshment, walked towards 
the place where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited. It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
hills, A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, formed the hermitage, 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place. The rich Abbey of Colding- 
hame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was now visible, thongh the church- 
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yard whidi sacraundcd it» w§g still, as up- 
on the preaent ocoumod; used far the infeor* 
meitt (rf* particular peisonau One or two 
shattered jrew- trees 'Mill grew witbin the 
precincts of that which had once been holy 
ground. Warriors and barons had been 
buried there of old, but their names vftre 
Ibrgotten, and their moiwinients demolish* 
ed. The only sepuldMrid memorlab which 
remained, were tlie npright headstones 
which mark the grave of persons of an in- 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and ha- 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, covered with such a crop of grass, 
fogy and house leeks, that it resembled an 
overgrown grave. On enquiry, howevw, 
Ravenswood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave-digger to the. 
vicinity. He therefore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per- 
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800, whose double occupation connected 
him at once with the house of moorning 
and the bouse o£ ies»ting. \ 
^ Ap outrider of the Marquis arrived at 
Xod's-bole. shortly, after^ with a message 
intimating that hiSv master would jdin. Rs^ 
Tenswood at that. plage on thefoUbwiog 
morning ; and tbe.Master^. who would other- 
wise have proc^ecled to his old retreat at 
Wolf's Cr.sg, remained there accordingly^ 
tP give the mQeting to his noble kinsman.. 
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CHAPTER X. 

hanUei. Has this fellow no leeliog of 411$ business— >he aiogs 

at grave making. 
Horatio. Custom hath maile it in ftim a property of easiness. • 
^mkt, *Tti e'eo so, the hand of little employment hath the 

•daintier sense. 

Shakespeare. 

The sleep of Ravenswood was broken 
by ghastly and agitating visions, and his 
waking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections on the past, and painful antici- 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser- 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lodgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when " the mind 
is free the body's delicatie.'' Morning, 
however, found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
might afford the refreshment which night 
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had refused him. He took his way to* 
wards the solitary burial-ground^ which )aj 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke, which already be- 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of the living from the habitation 
of the dead, apprized him that its innute 
bad returned and was rtirrhig. According* 
ly, on entering the little church-yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half-made 
grave. My destiny, thcmght Ravenswood, 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childii^ thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
sufier my imagination to beguile my senses. 
—The old man rested on bis spade as the 
Master approached Jiim, as if to receive 
his commands, and as he did not immedi- 
ately speak, the sexton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

<^ Ye will be a wedding customer, sir, Tse 
warrant.** 

*• What makes you think so, friend F* re- 
plied the Master. 
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^ I live by twa tr«des» sir/' replied the 
bly the old man ; <* fiddle^ sir, and spade i 
filling the worlds and emptying of it i and 
I said ken baith cast of customers by head- 
mark in thirty years practice." 

** You are mistaken, however, this mom* 
in^" replied Ravenswood. 

'< Am I?" said the old man, looking 
keenly at him, '^ troth and it may be j 
since, for as brent as your brow is, there is 
somethmg sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock, Weel, 
weel, the .pick and shovel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle.'' 

<< I wish you," said Ravenswood, << to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice G»y» who lived at the Craig- 
foot in Ravenswood Park." 

«< Alice Gray ! blind Alice !" said the., 
sexton i ^< and is she ,gane at last ? that's 
another jow of the bell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray brought her down 
to this land ; a likely lass she was then, and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a'. I 
8 
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trow her pride get a downcome. And is 
«he e*en gane ?* 

•* She died yesterday," said RsLvenswood ; 
•* and desired to be buried here, beside her 
husband ; you will know wh^e he lies, no 
doubt." 

•» Ken where he Kes V* answered the aex^ 
ton, with national indirection of response, 
*« 1 ken where a' body lies, tliat lies here* 
But ye were speaking o* her grave? — ^Lord 
help us — ^if s no an ordinar grave that will 
baud her in, if a's true that folks said of 
Alice in her auld days ; and if I gae to six 
feet deep, and a warlock's grave shouldna 
be an inch mair ebb, or her ain witch 
cummers would soon whirl her out of her 
shroud for a' their aul^ acquaintance — and 
be't six feet, or be't three, wha*s to pay 
the making o'r, I pray ye ?" 

«• I will pay that, my friend, and all 
other reasonable charges." 

•* Reasonable charges ?" said the sexton ; 

ou, there's ground- mail, and bell-siller^ 
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(though the bell's broken nae doubt) and 
the kist, and my day's wark, and my bit fee, 
and some brandy and aill to the drigie — I am 
ho thinking that you can inter her, to ca' 
decently, under saxteen pund Scots." 

^ There is the money, my friend,** said 
Ravenswood, " and something over. Be 
sure you know the grave." 

•< Yell be ane o* her English relations, 
Tse warrant," said the hoary man of skulls ; 
^< I hae heard she married far below her 
station ; it was very right to let her bite 
on the bridle when she was living, and 
its very right to gie her a decent burial 
now she's dead, for that's a matter 6* credit 
to yoursell rather than to her. Folk may 
let their kindred shift for themsells when 
they are alive, and can bear the burthen of 
their ain misdoings ; but it is an unnatural 
thing to let them be buried like dogs, when 
a* the discredit gangs to the kindred — 
what kens the dead corse about it ?" 

«« You would not have people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neither," 

VOL. n, I. 
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said Ravenswoody who \yas aniused with: 
the professional limitatioQ of the grave digr 
gex's phibntluopy. 

The old man cast up his sharp grey eyea^ 
with, a shrewd smile, as if he under^tpod 
the jest, but instantly continued wiiH his 
former gravity,*--** BridaJs---wh^ w^ 
gleet bridals that had ony regard for plenish- 
ing the evth? To be sjiire^ they said be 
celebrated with all manner of good cheer^ 
and meeting of friends, and mu3ical instru- 
ments, harp, aackbut, and psalt^y^ or 
gude fiddle and pipjes, when these auld- 
warld instruments of mebdy are bard to 
be compassed/^ >.^ .,. 

•« The presence of the fiddle^ I daije say^' 
rq^Ued Ravenswood, ^< would atone for the 
absence of all th^ others." 

The sexton again looked sharply up at 
him, as he answered, •* Nae doubt— nac 
doubt — if it were weel played ;•— but yon- 
der," he said, as if to change the discourse^ 
<^ is Halbert Gray's lang hiime, that ye 
were speering afler^ just the third bourock 
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teyoodthe mucklethrough-8(tanethat»taiid$ 
an sax legs yonder, abunesome ane cxf t4i« 
Ravenswoods ; for tb^e is mony of their 
km and followers here, d^il lift them! 
though it isaajQst their fneio burial-place."^ 

** They are no favourites then of yoars 
these IUvenswoods»** said the MaMer, not 
much pleased with tbfe passit^ betiedictioii 
which was thus bestowed on his fstmily and 
same^ 

" I ken «a wh» should /kvour thcm,^ 
said the grave*dtgger ; ^* When they had 
lands' and power, they ^'ere ill glides of 
tliein battb, atid now their head^i down^ 
there's few care how lasg they may be of 
lifting it agaiow'' 

** indeed T said Ravenswood, «* I never 
heard that this unhappy family deserved 
ill- will kt'the hunds of their country. I 
grant their poverty-*if that renders them 
conteiiiptible.*' 

*<< It will gang a far way till't," said the sex- 
ton of Hennitagei ** ye may tak my word for 
Uiat — ^at Umt, I ken naething else that stti4 
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mak inyseif contemptible, and folk are far 
frae respecting me as they wad do if Z lived 
In a twa-lofted sclated house* But as for 
Ihe RavenswoodSy I hae seen three gene- 
ratiims of ibem, and de*il ane to mend 
other." 

♦* I thought they had enjoyed a fair 
character in the country,'' said their des* 
c^^dant. 

«« Character 1 Ou ye see, sir,'* said the 
texton, ^ as for the auld gude-sire body of 
a lord^ I lived on his land when I was a 
swanking young chield, and could hae 
blawn the trumpet wi* ony body, for I bad 
wind eneugh then~»and touching this trum- 
peter Marine that I have heard play afore 
the Lords of the Circuit, I wad hae made 
nae mair 6* him than of a baim and a 
bawbee whistle**-*! defy him to hae pla/d 
< Boot and saddle,' or ^ Hi}r9e and away^^ 
or * Gallants, come trot,' with ^me—- he ha9 
xm the tones.^ 

^< But what 3s ail thi£(it> <Ad Lord Ravens* 
iKQoAt ^y friend?" swl the Master, who. 
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with an anxiety not unnatural in his cirt 
puin3toaces» was desirous of prosecuting the 
musician'{$ first topic-—*' What had his met 
mpry.to do with the degeneracy of the 
jtrumpet.musiG?'' 

** Just this, sir," answered the sexton* 
" tli^t I lost my wind in his service. - Ye 
see I was trumpeter at the castle, and had 
allowance for bla wing, at break of day, an4 
at dinner-tifne, and. other whiles when there 
!W^ company ahot)t>,ftnd }t gl^a^ed my lord j 
tmd when he, raised hia i^iUtia to pi^er 
awa' to Bathw^U Brigg against the ^wr^gt 
beaded wastland whig$, I bjefboyedr reasi^iD 
or Tiane, to mv,nt ajbiorse and^ caper awa wi' 
them.'' 

, •* And very. reas0nal]^e. " said Kavenst 
WQod J *^ you were his servant luid vasi^al." 
; " Servitor, say ye^?" itfilMe^ the.sextpijj 
<< and so I was-r-butit WA^is to bl^w folk; t9 
their warn>diiiner9 or at thewarst to a <|ec^ql^ 
kirk-yard, and no to skirl them awa' to 4 
lilaidy.b»;e mde^where there was ijkfil^ bedr 
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ral but tbe hooded craw. But bid6 jc-** 
ye shuJl hear what cam o't, and bo^r far I 
am bond to ht bedtMBAu to the Raveos- 
woods.«*-»TUl% ye see, we gae"^ oa a braw 
simmer momingp twenty* fourtb of June, 
saxteen hundred and se'esty-oiioe, of a^ the 
days ofthemoutb and jeaA-*^dfiiimi^ beat-*- 
guus nittled-Thorses kicked aod trampled* 
Uackitoua of RathSfet kee(^it the brigg 
wi' musket ami carabine and pike, sword aod 
scythe for v^faat Ikcm, dad^we-hiiaemenwere 
ordered down to cross at th^^iard^**^! bato. 
fords at a^ timesi let abe when there's thou- 
landsofaFMOd men on the other side. There 
was aiild IU?eosw9od brandf$hifig:his An- 
drew Ferrara at the head, and crying* to- us 
to come and buckle to» as if we had been 
gautt to a faiiyl^ there was CaiebBalderstone^ 
that is living yil^jDurishf ng ki the rear, and 
swearing Oog and Magog, he weultl put 
steel through thegi]|s of ony maN»i||at turn* 
ed bridle,-*^here was young AUatt Rave|B«» 
wood, that was then Afaster, wi* a bended 
pistol in his hMidi^t was a mercy it gaed 
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na aff, — crying to me, that had scarce as 
iriuch wind left as serve the necessary puN 
pose bf my ain Itmgs, «* Sound, you pirf- 
trodti! soundi you damned cowardly villain^ 
or I wilt blow your brains out !" and, to be 
sure, I blew sic pomts of war» that the 
scradgh of a eiockiii.hen was music to 
them.*' 

♦* Well, sir, cut all this short,** said Ra- 
venswood* 

: <* Short! — I had been like to b^ cut 
short nyysellt m tbe flower of my youth^ 
as scripture says ; and that's the very thtfig 
|hat I cof«ipl€ei> 6\*-»Weel ! in to the water 
we behoved a^ to splash, heels ower bead; 
Hit or fa*-— ae hor^ driving on anither, 
as is the way of hiutto beasts, and riders 
that hae as Iktle sen8e,---the very bushes 
on the ither side wert abteesse, wi* the 
flashes of the whig guns^ and my horse h^d 
just taen the grund, ^when a biaclcavised 
westknd carte«*«*i wad mind the face o' him 
a hundred years yet,-*^an ee like a wild 
falcon's, and a beard as broad as my shovel, 
clapped the end o' his Jang black gun Avith- 
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in a quarters length of my lug ! — ^by the 
grace of Mercy, the horse swarved round, 
and I fell aff at the tae side as the ball 
whistled bye at the tither, and the fell auld 
lord took the whig such a swauk wi' his 
broadsword th^t he made twa pieces o' his 
beady and down fell the lurdan^ wf a' his 
bowk abune me.'' 

** You 'were rather obliged to tke old 
lord, I think,'' said Ravenswood. 

*< Wa^ I ? my sartie ! first fbr bringing 
me into jeopardyt would I nould I-— and 
then for whomli^g a chield on the tap of 
me, that dang the very wind out of my 
body-— I hae been short-breathed ever 
since, and canna gang twenty yards wlth« 
out peghing like a miller's aiver." 

'* You lost then your place as trumpet- 
er," said Ravenswood*" 

** Lost it— to be sure I lost it," replied 
the sexton, ** for I couldna have plaid 
pew upon a dry humlock ;— -but I might hae 
dune, weel eneugh, for I keepit the wage 
and the free house, and little to do but 
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play on the fiddle to them, bat fisir this Ai> 
Ian Lord R^venswood, thafd farwsur thM 
ever his i ather was." 

« What," said the Master, « did my liu 
tlier-—! mean did his father's son^-^this hat 
Lord Rav^nswood, deprive yoo d wliat tte 
bounty of his father allowed you i^ • 

*^ Ay, troth did he^" answered the ^ old 
man ; <* for he loot his affairs* gang to the 
ik^Sy and let in this Sir William Ashtonon 
us, tlmt will g^e .naething (oc naeiitingi and 
just removed me and a* the puir creatuoef 
that had bite antl soup at the castle^ and a 
hole to pat pur heads in, ^ben thic^ were 
in the auld way/' 

^^^ If Lord Ravenswood protected * his 
people, my friend, while he had the nfiiirails 
of doing 80^ I think they might spare his 
memory," repUed' Havenswoodr 

<< Ye are welcone to your ain opsnion^ 
sirs'* said the sexton ; << but ye winna j^ 
auademe that he did his duty, either to 
himsel or to fauz poor dependent arearturea^ 
In guiding us the gate he haa doner-he 
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might hae gi*en us liferent tadus of our 
liits 6* bouses and yards-— and me, that's an 
auld man, living in yon miserable cabip^ 
that's fitter for the dead than the quick, 
and killed wP rh^imatisep and John Smith 
io my dainty bit mailing, and his window 
glazen« and a' because Ravenswood guided 
his gear like a fule.'* 

. •< It is but too trae^*^ said Ravenswood^ 
cooscience-stmck ; <* the penalties of ex* 
baTagance extend fas; b^ond the pcodi* 
gaL's own siifferings^'* 

^ However/ said the seltoo, ^* thiayoung^ 
man Ed^r is like to avengo my wrangsoA 
the hattl of his kindred." 

^ Indeed" said Ravenswood/} ^ why 
shouW you suppose so F' 

^ They say he is about to marry th« 
daughter of Leddy Aekhtcm ; and let her 
leddyship'get his head ance under her ox^ 
ter^ and see yoa if she winna gi% his neck 
A thraw. Soria » bit if I were him«-IiBt 
her alane for handing a' thing in het water 
that drawi near her---sae the warst wish I 

s 
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slmll wish the lad is, that he may take bis 
ain creditable gate o% and ally hims6) wi' 
his father's edemies, that have taken his 
broad lands and my bonnie kail-yard from 
the lawful own ers theredf." 

Cervantes acutely temarkU, that d^ttety 
IS pleasing even ftom the mouth of a mo^* 
man ; and censufe^.as well as prai^, often 
aflects us, whHe we dMp4se the; opinions 
and motives on which it is fbtit)d6d Md 
expressed. Eavenswood, abt'uptly reMe* 
rating his command fliat 'Alice's funeral 
jihonkl be attended to, flung away from 
the sexton, under the painful impression 
that the greati as Well as the smalt vulgar, 
#ouId think of his engagement Ivith Lucy 
like this ignorant atid seMisfh peasant. 

** And 1 have stodped to subject myself 
fo ^ese caluimnies^ and am rejected not- 
withstanding. Lucy, your faith must be 
trud and perfti'ct as the diamdiid,' to c6m- 
pensate for the dishonour which men's 
dpinions, aed the eoiiduct of your rndther^ 
attteh to the heir of Ravenswoocl,'' 
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As he raised his eyes^ he beheld t;he 

Marqius of A- , who, having arrived at 

the Tod's hoIe» had walked forth ta look 
for his kinsman. 

After mutual greetii^^ he made some 
apology to the Master for not coining for- 
ward on the preceding evening. ** It whb 
his wisb," be said, *\ to have done so, birt 
he had, come to the knowledge of some 
matters which induced hiiB to d^y his 
purpose. I find," he said, '< there has been 
a love affair here, kinsman ;. and though I 
might blame you for not havii^ commoni- 
catfid with me, as being in some degree 
thp cbitf of your fanrrily"- 
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«' With your lordship's permissiMi,'' said 
Ilavenswood, *^ I am deeply gratefiil for 
the interest you are pleased to take in me 
—but / am the chief and heid) of- my fis> 
.mily.'* 

<M know it~J kfiow it>" uad the Ma& 
quis; << in a strict heraldic and genealo- 
gical sense, you certainly are SK)--*^hat I 
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mean i^, that beiog in some measure un* 
der my guardianship?'—^ 

" I *must take the liberty to say, my 
lord/' answered Ravenswood — and the tone 
in which he interrupted tlie Marquis bo* 
ded no long duration to the friendship of 
the noble relatives, when he himself was 
fortunately interrupte<i by 'the little sex- 
ton, who came. puffing after them, to ask 
if their honours would chtise music at the 
change^ house to make up for slirort cheer. 

" We want no music,'* said the Master, 
abruptly. 

' ••^ Yoar honour disna ken what ye^rtf 
refusing, then,*" said the fiddler, with the 
impertinent freedom of his profession. <^ I 
ean pla;y, * WiM^t thou deft again,' and < the 
Auld Man's Meat's De&d,' sax times better 
than etrer Pattie Birnie. ¥\l get my fiddle 
In the turning of a coffin-screw.** 

*« Take yourself away, sir," said the 
Mftrquls. 

" And if your honour be a north-coun-i 
try gentlemjm," said the petsevering tnin- 
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strel, " wWlk I wad judge from your 
tongue, 1 can play, * U^gerzm Cosh,' and 
< Mullin Dhu,' and ^ the Cummers of 
Atholc/'* 

« Take your^lf away, friend } you in- 
terrupt our conversation." 

*^ Or if, under your bonour!s favour, yo 
should happen to Vi^ a thought honest, I 
can play, (this in a low and co^dential 
tone,) ^ Killiecrankie,' an4 'the King shall 
hae bis ain,' and ' the Auld Stuarts back 
again,'-^-^nd the wife at the change* house 
is a decent discreet body, neither kens noi 
cares what toasts. are. diunken, and/ what 
tunes are played in her house«iP-she'sdeaf 
to a* thing but the clink o' the siller.'' 

The Marquis, who was sotaetim/^ sua* 
pected ofjacobitism, cpuld not help lau^h^ 
ing as he threw the fellit>w a doUar^ mid 
bid him go play to the servants if h^ had a 
mind, and leave then) at t peace* 

<* Aweel, gentlemen," said he, . *' It am 
wishing your, honours gude day—d'H be a' 
the better of the dollari, and ye^U b^ th^ 
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waur of wanting the ixinsic, I'se tell y«-— 
But Tse gang faame, and finish the grave 
in the tuning o* a fiddlestring, and then 
get my bread- winner^ and awa' to your fo)k, 
and see if they bae better li^than their 
mastersJ' 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Trae love, an' thou be true, 
Thoa haa ane kiltie part to play ; 

For fortune, fiishion, fancy, and thou, 
Alaun strive for many a day. 

I*Te kenn'd by mony a ftiend'a tale. 
Far bettcar by this heart of mine. 

What time and change of fancy avail 
A true love-knot to untwine. 

Henoebsock* 



'< I WISHED to tell yoUf my good kins- 
man/' said the Marquis, <* now that we are 
quit of this impertinent fiddler, that I had 
tried to discuss this love affair of yours with 
Sir William Ashton^s daughter. I never 
saw the young lady, but for a few minutes 
to-day ; so, being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits, I pay a compliment to you, 
and offer her no offence, in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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** My lord, I am much indebted for the 
interest you have taken in my afi&irSy" stidf 
Ravenswood. ^ I did not intend to have 
troubled you in any Blatter concerning 
Miss Ashton. As my engagement with> 
that young lady hae retched your lordihip^r 
I can only say, that you mi^ necessarily 
suppose that I was aware of the objecticml 
to my marrying into ber fatfa^s family, 
and of course must bsve been OMftpletely 
satisfied ^^h; the reasons by which these 
ob|ecti(H)s. are Qver-faalapcedf since I haver 
proceeded so £ir. ki the > matter*** 

** Nay, Master^ if you had h»rd ine out,^ 
said his ooble relatiofi, ** you m%ht have 
spared that observation ; for, without ques-; 
tioning that you had reasons which seemed 
to you to counterbalance every other ob^ 
stacle, I set myself, by every means that it 
became me to use towards the Ashtons, to 
persuade them to meet your views/*- 

*^ I am obliged to your lordship for yon« 
unsolicited intercession^" said Ravenswood^ 
** especially its lam sureyoar )ord$hip'Woqld 
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sever carry it beyond the bou&ds wbich^ il 
Itecame me to use/' 

. ' ••Of that,** said the Marquis, «* you may 
l^eonfident ; I myself felt the delicacy of 
the matter too m«ch- to place 'tt gentlemaa 
nearfy eonnected with my house in a de- 
grading m dubioM jsituation with these 
AslitoDS. But I pointed out all the advan- 
tages of their marrying their daughter mt<r 
a house so boiiDuimble, and so nearly rela- 
ted with the first in ScotlMd ; I lixplained 
ihet exact degree of relationship in which 
the Ravenswoods^ stknd to ourselves; and 
I even hinted how political matters were 
Hke to torn, ami what cards would be 
tramps next parliament. I said I regarded 
you a» a son— «or a nephew, Or so*— rather 
than as a more distant relation ; arid that 
I made your affitir entirely my o^n^*'^ 

•• And what was the issue of youl" I<^d* 
ship's explanation l^ said Ravens wood, in 
some doubt whether be should resent or 
express ^mtitude tor his mlerfbrence. 

•* Why^ the Lord Keeper would have 



listened to reason/' 9aid the Marquis i^^Jm 
is rather unwilling to leave his plaee^ whicif» 
in the present view of si change, oei list vaifti} 
and» to say trutbi he seemed t^ haVe a Ukii^ 
fov you, and to be sensible of the genei^ 
advantages to be attmed by such a match. 
But his liidy, who: if tCMigfie of the trump^ 
Master,"—— 



*« What of Laity Ashton, my lord ?" 
Ravens wood ; << let me knciw the issue of 
this extraordinary conference---*! can bear 

.it.", ■ '^ . ^ 

<^ I am g^ad of that, kinsman," said the 
Marquis, *^ for I am ashamed to tell ydii 
half what she said. It is enoiigh-<4ier mind 
is made up<-^nd the mistress of a ficst-^rate 
boarding-school could not have rejected 
with more haughty indifference the suit of 
a halllpay Irish oificer^ beseeching permils- 
sioo to wait upon the heiress of a West In- 
dia pkmter^ than Lady Ashton spurned 
fevery proposal of mediation which it couki 
at all become me to c^er in behalf of yo9) 
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my good kinsman. I cannot guess what 
she means. A more honourable conaee* 
tion she could not form, that's certain. As 
for money and land, that used to be her 
husband's business rather than her's; I 
really think she hates you for having the 
birth that her husband wants, and perhaps 
for wanting the lands that her goodman 
has. But I should only vex you to say 
more about it— -here we are at the change- 
house."* 

The Master of Ravens wood paused as he 
entered the cottage, which reeked th tough 
all its crevices, iind, th^y were not few, from 
the exertions of th^ Marquis's travelling* 
cooks to supply good chpei:i and. spread^ as 
it wer^s & table in.the wilderness* . 

** My Lord Marquis/' said Ravenswood, 
^* I already mentioned that accident has 
put your l(»:dship in possession of a secret^ 
which, with my consent^ should have re^ 
mained one even to you, my kinsmfin^ for 
aome time. Since the secret was to part 
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from my own custody, and that of the only 
person besides who was interested in it, I 
am not sorry it should have reached your 
lordship's ears, as being fully aware that 
you are my noble kinsman and friend.** 

** You may believe it is safely lodged 
with me^ Master of Ravenswood," said the 
Marquis ; ** but I should like well to hear 
you say, that you renounced the idea of an 
dliance, which you can hardly pursue with* 
out a certain degree, of degradation." 

«' Of that, my lord, I shall judge,** an- 
swered Ravenswood — ** and I hope with 
delicacy as sensitive as any of my friends. 
But I have no engagement with Sir WiU 
liam and Lady Ashton* It is with Miss 
Ash ton Alone that I have entered upon the 
subject, and my conduct in the matter shall 
be entirely ruled by her's. If she conti- 
nnes to prefer me in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recom- 
mend, I ml^y well make some sacrifice to 
her sincere afiectioQ--^I may well surrender 
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to her the leas tangible and less palpable a^** 
irantage of birth, and the deep-rooted pre- 
judices of family hatred. If Miss Lucy 
Ashton should change her mind on a sub-t 
ject of such delicacy, I trust my friends 
will be silent on my disappointment, and 
I diall know how to make my enemies saJ^ 
<* Spoke like a gallant young nobleman,* 
siid the Marquis ; <^ for my part I have that 
regard for you, that I should be sorry the 
thing weol on. This Sir William Ashton 
was a pretty enough petty*fogging kind of a 
lawyer twenty years ago, and betwixt bi^ 
tling at the bar, and leading in committeet 
of Parliament, he has got well on-^the 
Darien matter lent him t lift, for be had 
geod intelligence and sound views, and 
sold out in time~>but the best work is bad 
out of him. No Scotch government will 
take him at his own, or rather his wife's 
extravagant valuation $ and betwixt his in- 
decision and her insolence, from all I can 
guess, he will outsit his market, and be had 
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cheap when no ODe wiil bid for hitn. I sajr 
nothing of Miss Asbton j but I assure yoii^ 
a^ connection with her father will be neither 
useful nor ornamental, beyond that part of 
your father's spoils which he maybe prevail- 
ed upon to disgorge by way of tocher«good 
—and take my word for it, you will get 
more if you have apirit to bell the cat with 
him in the Scots Parliament—And I wiU be 
the man, cousin,** continaed his lordship, 
•< will course the fox for you, and mako 
him ruQ the day that ever he refused a com« 
position too honourable for him» and pro* 
posed by me on the behalf of a kinsman.'* 
There was 9omething in all this that, as 
it were, overshot the mark. Ravenswood 
could not disguise from himself that hia 
noble kinsins^n had more reasons for taking 
offence at ithe rei:eption of his suit, than re- 
garded his interest and honour, yet he could 
neither complain nor be surprised that it 
should be so. He contented himself there*- 
fore with repeating, that his attachment 
was to Miss Ashton personally i that he do* 
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tired neither wealth nor aggratidrzement 
from her father^s means and influeoce, and 
that nothing should prevent his keeping his 
engagement, excepting herown express de- 
sire that it should be relinquished— and he 
r^fuested as afavour that the matter might 
be no mere mentioned betwixt them at 
present, assuring the Marquis of A " 
^t he should be his confident in its pro- 
gress or its intermption. 

The Mtequis sodn'had more agreeable, 
as well as more interesting sul^ects on 
whieh to converse. A foot post, who had 
foHowed him from Edinburgh to Ravens* 
#odd Casde, and had traced liis steps to the 
Tdd^hole, brought them a packet laded 
with good news. The pofitical Calculations 
<^ the Marquia had proved just^ both in 
London and at Edinburgh^ and be saw 
almost within his grasp, the pre-eminence 
fix which herhad panted.-^The refresh- 
ments which the servants had prepared 
were now put on the. table, and an epicure 
would perhajps have enjoyed them with ad- 
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fditMoal 1^, from t\}% contrast which such 
&re affordod to the omecable cabin in 
5Rrhioh it wa9 aeryod up. 

The turn 4»f conversation corresponded 
jwitJi and added to the social feelings of 
the company. The Marquis expanded with 
{densiire on the power which probable m« 
<aidents wefe Ulce to asst|^ to him^ and on 
tire use wbidi he. hoped to make of it in 
serving his kinsman Ravenswood. Ravens* 
iwood could bi]^ repeat the gratitude which 
iie ifipily feUf even when he consid^edthe 
^qpc as too long dwelt upon. The wine 
wits excellent^ notwithstanding its having 
l>een brought in a runlet from Edinburgh ; 
and the habits of the Marquis, when en- 
g^iged with such good cheer> were some* 
what sedentary. And so it fell out that 
they delayed their Joqmey two hours later 
4han was their original purpose. 

^* But what of thaty my good young 

friend?' «aid the Marquis ; « your castle of 

Wolfs Crag is but at five or six miles dis- 

ancct ai^ will afford the same hospitality 

VOL. II. M 
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to your kinsman of A — ^, that it gave to 
this same Sir William Ashton." 

•« Sir WiHiam took the castle by storm," 
said Ravehswood, " and, like many a vic- 
tor, had little reason to congratulate him* 
self on his conquest.^' 

« Well, well r said Lo^rd A— ^, whose 
dignity was something'relaxed by the wiile 
he bad drunk,— ^*«'I see I must bribe you to 
harbour !ne — come, pledge me in a bum- 
per health to the last young ladjrthat dept 
at Wolfs'Crag, and liked, her quarters,-^ 
My bones are not so tender as iiers,- rffid I 
am resolved to occupy her apartment to- 
nig'ht, thatl may judge how hard the couch 
is that love can soften.^ 

"Your loi'dship may chuse what penance 
you please,'' said Ravens wood; *• but! as- 
sure you, I should expect my old servant 
to hang hitnseMi or throw himsdf finam the 
battlements, should your lordship visit him 
so unexpectedly — ^I do assure you, we are 
totally and literally unprovided/* 
But his declaration oniy broughtirom his 
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«oble pfttroD an assurance of his own total 
indifierence as to every species of accom- 
modaiimn, and his determination to see the 
towerof WolTs Crag. H19 ancestor^ be said, 
had been feasted there^ when he went for- 
ward with the then • Lord Ravens wood to 
«the fatal battle of Fiodden» in which they 
-both fellv Thus bard pressed, the Master 
• offered to- ride forward to get matters put 
in such preparation, as time and circum- 
dances admitted ; but the Marquis pro* 
tested, his kinsman must aiK)rd him his 
company, and would only consent that an 
iivant^couFier should carry to the destined 
Seneschal, Caleb Bafderstone, the unex- 
pected news of this invasion. 

The Master of Ravenswood soon after 
accompanied the Marquis in his carriage, 
as the latter had proposed 5 and when they 
became better acquainted in the progress of 
the journey, his noble relation explained the 
very liberal views which he entertained for 
bis relation'^ preferment, in case of the sue* 
cess of his own poiitical'schemes. They re- 
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iated to a secret, and highly impoitaBt cog»- 
mission beyond sea, which could oaly be a»- 
trusted to a person of rank/ talent, and peiv 
feet confidence, and which, as it requiised 
great trust and reliance on the eavoy eB»- 
ployed, could not but prove both bonmii>. 
able and advantageous to lum. We neei 
not enter into the nature and purpose of 
this commission, farther than to ac^aiot 
our readers that the charge was in prospeet 
highly acceptable to the Master of Raveaa- 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hope 
of emerging from his present state of indi- 
gence and inaction, into independence and 
honourable exertion. 

While he listened thus eagerly to the de- 
tails with which the Marquis now thought 
it necessary to entrust him, the messenger 
who bad been dispatched to the Tower of 
WolTs Crag, returned with Caleb Balder- 
stone's humble duty, and an assurance, 
that ^< a* should be in seemly order, sic as 
the hurry of time permitted, to receive 
thdr lordships as it behoved."^ 
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Baveoawood was too well accustomed to 
Im Sencschalfs mode of actiog and speak«» 
ing^ to hofe mudi from this confident a&> 
mtranee. He knew that Caleb acted up«a 
Ae piinciple of iht Spanish graeraH in 
4iie camfiaigu of . mi. » who, much to the 
perplexity of the Brince of Orange, their 
commander in cbtef, used to report their 
troopa aa full in nuoibedr, and possessed of 
all necessary points of equipment, not con- 
sidering it consiatent with their dignity, or 
tbe lumour of Spsdn» to confess any de& 
ciency either in men or munition, until 
the want of both was unavoidably discover- 
ed in the day of battle. Accordingly, Ra- 
▼enswood thought it necessary to give the 
MarqiHs some hint, that the fair assurance 
which they bad just received from Caleb, 
did not by any means ^ensure them against 
a very indifferent reception. 

*^ You do yourself injustice, Master," sai4 
the Marquis, ** or you wish to surprise me 
agreeably. From this window I see a great 
light in the direction where, if I remember 
aright, Wolf's Crag lies ; and, to judge from 
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the spletidour which the old tower sH«d^ 
around it; the preparations for oor fece(K 
tion must be of no ordiBary desciiption* 
I remember you^ father putting the saai# 
deception on me, when we ^ent to Om 
tower for a few days hawjcmgy about tweni 
ty years sinc^, and yet we spfeat osr time 
as jdllHy at Wblf *s Crig as we could have 
done at my own hunting seat at'B*^-'^.'* ' 

^^ Your lordship, I fear,, will e^cperioM* 
that' the faculty of thie, present proprietof 
to entertain his firieiids is greatly abridge«l»* 
said Ravensi^ood ;. **'tht wiH, I need hard^ 
say» remains the same. But I am aa much ata 
loss ds your lev dship to^aeoount for so strong 
and brilliant a ligbtas is now above WM^% 
Crag,-^the windows^of the tower are few 
and narrow, and those of the lower story 
are hidden from us by the wath of the 
court.— I cannot conceive that uny iliuttia* 
nation of an ordinary nature could afford 
such a blaze of light.*' • * - 

The mystery was soon explained $ fisetfaa 
cavalcade almost instantly halted, and' the 
Yoice of Caleb Balderstone i^as beard at 



lij' ^{\ — 



^' Ml 



SaUMS Of hAMUFAMOOR. 271 

the coach wmdo)y, exclaiaaing, in accents 
broken by grief and fear, '* Och, gentle- 
men— 0<^i my glide lords — Och, baud to 
the r^bt !_WolPs Crag is burning, bower 
and ba* — a' the rich plenishing outside.and. 
iostdcH^- the fine.grait;bp pictures^ tapes^ 
triefti i>eedIe-W9rk» hangings, and other de- 
corements,— a' in a blceze, a^ if tliey were 
nae mairibap qjm wmy peajt^ or as muckle 
pea^e al^i^e» Hand to the rigi>^ geotlefnen, 
I ivdplcH*^ ye~»tbere is: some sma* provision 
nmkibg'M Lucky Sma'trash's — but O, wae 
ffit this night, and wi^ ^or m^ il)at ]ivc$ to 
see-tti^' "T r* ' " ! • ' . 
. Ravenswood.was at first stunned by this 
newi and unexpected calamity ; but after a 
BMnment^ recoUection,^ be sprang from the 
earri»gerand hastily bidding his noble kins* 
man good night, was about to ascend the 
ti^ t6mrards.tbe castle, the broad and full 
conflagration of which now flung forth a 
high qolfimn of red lights that flickered far 
to seaward upon the dashing waves of the 
ocean. 
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^ Take a horse, Master^'' excla&ored the 
Marquis^ greatly a^cted by this additional 
misfortunei so unexpectedly heaped upon 
his young proteg^ ; *< and give me my am- 
bling palfrey, and baste forward, youKnaves,. 
to see what can be done to save the furni- 
ture, or to extinguish the fire— ride, you 
knaves, for your lives.** 

The attendants bustled together, «ad be-' 
gan to strike their horses with the spur, 
and call upon Caleb to shew them the road* 
But the voice of that careful Seneschal w& 
heard above the tumult, <* O stop---sirs^ 
stop-— turn bridle, for the luve rf mercy— •* 
add not loss of lives to loss of warld's gear* 
•--^Thirty barrels of powther landed out of 
a Dunkirk dogger in the auld Lord's tinm 
, — a' in the vau*ts of the auld tower,-^be fire 
eanna be fiir aflPit, I trow-^Lord*s sake, ta 
the right, lads— to the right-^ets pit tlie 
hill atween us and perili^^a wap wi' a cor- 
ner^stane o' Wolfs Crag wad defy the> doc- 
tor." V . ^ • 

It will readily be supposed that this an- 
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nunciatioa hurried the Marquis and his at- 
tendants into the route which Caleb pre- 
scribed, dragging Ravenswood along with 
them, although there was much in the mat- 
ter which he could not possibly compre- 
hend. '^ Gun-powder !'' he exclaimed, lay* 
ing hold of Caleb, who in vain endeavour* 
ed to escape from him, ^* what gun-pow- 
der ? How any quantity of powder could 
be in WolPs Crag without my knowledge, 
I cannot possibly comprehend." 

" But I can," interrupted the Marquis, 
whispering him, *• I can comprehend it 
thoroughly — for God's sake, ask him no 
moreq uestions at present." 

" There it is now," said Caleb, extrica- 
ting himself from his master, and adjust- 
ing his dress, " your honour will believe 
his lordship's honourable testimony — His 
lordship minds weel, how, in the year that 
him they ca'd King Willie died"-— 

" Hush ! hush, my good friend !" said the 
Marquis ; *< I shall satisfy your master upon 
that subject." 

M 2 
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*• And the peopfe at Waif 'ii hope---^ slid 
Ravens wood, ^ did none of thfem eoaoi^ to 
your assistance before the flame got ft6 

higK?* ' 

^* Aye did they, moriy ane of them, the 
rapscallions,'* said Caleh'; ** but truly I wat 
ifl nae hurry to fet them into the towav 
where there were so much plate and'vala^ 
ables," 

«* Confound you for an impudent liar,* 
said Ravenswood ; '** there was not a single 
ounce of" " * • 

«* Forbye," said the Butler, most irreve^ 
rently raising his voice to a pitch which 
drowned his master*s, *« the fire made fast 
on us, 'owing^ to the store of tapestry and 
carved tirrimer in the baftquetmg fea', and 
the loons ran like scauded rats 80 soon as 
they heard of the giinpouther/' 

** I do entreat,^ said the Marquis to Ra* 
vensvvood, " you will ask him no more 
questions.** 

«* Only one, my lord — What hais becoooe 
of poor Mysie?'* 
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>^ Mym ?? md Caleb— *'^ I had iiae time 
to l«ok abcmt buj Mjrdie — she's iq the to weri 
I*9e ^arvaaty bid«>g h«r awful doom/' 

^< By heaven !" said Ravenswood, ^* I dp 
not imdtfstand all this*— the life of 9-^aith- 
fill old creature is at^ $take-~my lord, I will 
be wilbhekl ob iMfer*-^! will at leaat ride 
up» and see whether. tt« dai^r i/s aa iaimL- 
nent as this old fool jpreteiids/' 

** Weel, theQ» as.I live by bready** said 
Caleb» ** Mysie.i^ weelaiid £^(e. I saw her 
out of the castle bi^fore I left it riiysell*-;- 
Was I gaogiog U> ibiget aa add Mlow* 
aervs^it.?^ 

^ What made you tell m^ the contrary 
this. mcHnent ?" siuki hia master. . 

«* Dfd JLaay otherwise ?" answered Caleb ; 
^' then: I mami hae been dreaming surety, 
or this awsdme night has tuitied my judg« 
menitrr-but sskfe she. is^ and ne'er a living 
9ojA in. the castla^ a' tb^e^better for thein«— ^ 
they wad h^ve gotteii an unco he^zy." ., 

The Master of Ravenswood» upon this, 
assurance being solemnly f eiteratedi aad 



M>twithsUindi»g Im extreme wiib to tuit- 
oess the iMt expkmon, wbit^ wiS'44i'ruiB 
to the ground the tniftmioti of his ikthers^ 
Bufi^red bfiBMlf to be dragged •ottwasdto- 
watdfi the idllage of WotiVbope, nobsM net 
only the change^hottfeer bttt that^of oiu^ own 
weH-kttown himi the Moper^ wcre^atl pce.^ 
pared for Kceptioti of Mmself and hi^ noble 
guest, with a Kberalitfy ^> provision wbioh 
requirei) sotbe explanattim. 
^ We omitted to tnentidu ia its*plac«v that 
Lockh^rd havib^ lifthed^ mt the tiuth cOsm 
cerning the modi by wliitb Cateb had ob- 
tained the supplies for his banquet; the 
TUotd Keeper, amused D^itii tte'iocidetitt 
and desirous ^ the time to gfaitify Raveiisi 
woodt had reeoimnended tb» Hootj^ ' of 
Wolf s-bope to the offidai sitmcioti under 
government, the prdispt^ctiof wbteh had^re- 
conciled bit]» to the loss^of his wihMbiNiL 
Mr Girder's prefartMut bad ^iceaflioned m 
pleasing surprise' to old Caidb^; for when, 
some days itfler his maater^a i}epaarture»*he 
foundhimself absolutely compelled, byawne 
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]i^«iidvN»ti^Hi|) 1^6 c^ ghort pMt the door 
<^: the eoDper^ Uet fsK of* be«g aiuftmoned 
to ^?e «0Bie <«$Qitiiit of the pmgi iesB ^ the 
telieillilioii m hm^kv^^r^ or^ more probaUyt 
that iJie ininfttes might uphraid him with 
tibe lake tepe ^he 'iad held out upoe 4he 
subject, he.heisd^ial9elfy aot wttheut scmmi 
apprehenweii^ siminonedwt'O&ce in treUe^ 
tenor, aod btee^*-^ tiao performed by the 
vmktss.of Mrs Girder, old Dame IiOiip>the« 
diikc, mnd the goodman of the dwelliog^-^ 
^^ Mr Caleb^Mr Caieb--Mr Caleb Bolder- 
ttcme ! I ! hope ye ar eoa gaogiiig dry» lipped 
by our door, aad we^sae muckie indebted 
to you?" *• . ... 
\ Haaa m^bt be said ironiwlly as weU as 
iA earae 9t* Caleb augured the worst, turn* 
ed a deaf ear to; the tno aferesikid, and was 
Qdovii^ doggedly ob, Jbts a»^nt castoi; 
palled over his brows, and bis eyes bent 
09 the ground, as if to count the flinty 
peb b l c a wit h which the rude pathway .was 
causewayed. But on a sudden he found 
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himself siirroohQedl in hit pMgnm^ Vike « 
stately merchantmaifi in the Gut of Gibrsd^ 
tar, (I hope the ladies will eircase the taiw 
paulin phrase;) by three Algerine gatties, 
' <^ Glide guide us, Mr Balderstone V' said 
Mrs Girder. 

<« Wba wad haetJidughHt of an aaid and 
kennM friend r^ said die mother. 

^* No sae muckle as stay to receive oar 
fbanks,** said the cdoper himself, ^^ and frae 
tile like o* me that seldom oSet them. I aai 
sure I hope there"^ nae ill seed sawn betweeo 
us, Mr Balderstone — Ony man that has said 
to ye, I am no gratefu* for the ^uation oi 
Queen's cooper, let (he bae a whample at 
him wi* mine eatche* — that's a'.'' 

*• My good friends— my dear friends/* 
said Caleb, still doubting how' the certaiR« 
ty of the matter might stand, ^« what needs 
a' this ceremony ? — ane tries to serte their 
friends, and Sometimes they may happen to 
prosper, and sometimes to misgife — nae^ 
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^ing I care to be fashed wi' leas than tiianks 
M^I never could bide them." 

u Eaitbt Mr Balderstcme, ye suld bae been 
fashed wi- iew^ o' mine/' said the doworight 
man of staves an4 hoopsi, << if I bad only 
youv glide* will to thank ye fbr-r-I suld 
tf^ea hlie^set the giisie, ftdd the wild- deukes, 
and the runlel: of saok, . to balance that ac- 
Qoi^nt.? 6iide*wiH, num^ is a geixen'd tub* 
tbaib hands In nae liquor-~but gude deed's 
like the ca$k« tights round, and sound, tbat 
wiU baud iiquor ior the king." 

u Have ye no heard of our letter,*" 
aaid the mother-in-law, ^* making John the 
Queen's cooper for certeiin ?~-and scarce a 
cfaield that had ever hammered gird upon 
tub but, was applying for it ?" 

*• Have I heard I ! !" said Caleb, (who now 
found how. the wind set,) with an accent of 
strong eontempt at the doubt expressed--* 
^ H^ve I heardi qijo' she! ! !" — and as he 
spoke, he changed his shamblinc;, skulking, 
dodging pace, into a' manly and authoritar 
tive step, re> adjusted his cocked hat, and 
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nifbred fais brdw to emerge fkaoi usdei it 
in all the pride of aristocracy, 4ike the $iui 
from behind a cIoimI. 

** To be sure, he canna but hae heacd^"* 
said the good wooaan. 

^ Aj, to be sure it's impossible but I 
riiould,'' said Caleb j '' and sae I'll be Ikt 
first to kiss ye, joe, and wish you, cooper^ 
much joy of your prefermentf naetbing 
doubting but ye ken wha are your friends, 
and have helped ye, and can help ye. I 
thought it right to look a wee stnuige upon 
it at first/* added Caleb, " just to see if ye 
were made of the right mettle--^but ye ring 
true, lad, ye ring true." 

So saying, with a most lordly air he kisa« 
ed the women, and abandoned kl$ band^ 
with an air of serene patronage, to the 
hearty shake of Mr Girder's horn-bard 
palm. Upon this complete, and to Caleb 
most satisfactory infcnrmation^ be did oot, 
it may readily be believed, heMtate to ac* 
cept an invitation to a solemn fea<it, to 
which were invited, not only ^1 tbe mtrn^ 
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Ues of the village, but even his ancient 
antagonist, Mc IKngwaU bimsetf. At this 
festivity he was, of coarse, the aaost wel- 
cmne and nx>st honoured gMst; and so 
\teli did be ffy l^e companj with stories 
oi wfa»( he could do with kit master, his 
master with the Lord Keeper, the Lord 
Keeper with the Counc^, and the Council 
with the King, that before the companj 
^stnissed, (which was, indeed, rather lA 
son early hour than a late one,) every man, 
cPf note in the village was ascending to the 
tep^grilantof some ideal prelermeat by the 
ladder of ropes which €Ueb had j^esenteA 
to their imagkiation. Nay, the cunning But- 
ler regained in that moment, not only all 
the inflaehee hepossiessed fbrm^ly over the 
viUagefs, whto the baronial family which 
he served were at the proudest, but acqni* 
red even ian accesmm of importance. The 
^lef*^tiie very attorney hsmsetf^-^uoh is 
the tbifst of frefennent-^elt the force of 
the attsaetimi^ and taking an opportunity 
t^ draw Caleb into a conier, spoke, with 




affectkniate regret, of the declinii^ health 
of the Aher^clerk of the county. 

** An excellent man*— a most valuable 
man^ Mr Caleb— but fat sail I say l--^we are 
peer^ddess bodie»-4iere the day, and awa* 
by cock-screech the morn-— and if he fail- 
zies, there maun be somebody in bis place 
---and gif that ye could airt it my way^ I 
suld be thankful, man«---a gluvie $tl^ed*w]^ 
gowd nobles — ^an' hark ye, roan, sometbii^ 
canny till yoursell — and the W<4P8*bopo 
carles Ui settle kindly wi' the Master of 
Bavenswood-f^-tbat is, Lord Ba\*enswood^«-* 
God bless bis lot dship»" . . 

A smile,. and a, hearty^ sqneeise by the 
band, was the tantable answer td.this lovef^ 
tnre,iaiid Caleb made his escape from, the.* 
jovial party, in order to avoid committi;^^ 
himself by any special promises. * 

<* The Lord he gude to me,'* said Caleb, 

when he fimod himself in tte open air, 

and atifiheny to give vent to the self^^ex- 

ultation with wbich he was, as it were» dis* 

Intended y <^ didever ony man see sic a.set of 
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^reen-gaislings ! — ^the very pick-maws and 
solan-geese out by yonder at the Bass hae 
ten times their sense — ^Ood, an' I had been 
the Lord High Commissioner to the Estates 
o' ^artiament, they couldna bae'beflumm*d 
me maHT— -and, to ^peal^ Heaven's truth, I 
cduMiutfdly hae beflummVl them better nei- 
ther. But the writer«~ha ! ha ! ha i^^mercy 
on ine, that I suld live in my auld days to 
ff?e the gan^-bye to the very writer ! She* 
riff elerk ! ! ! — But I hae an auld account to 
settle wi' theearle"; and to make ametids 
fw byis-ganes, the office shall just cost hioa 
as niuch time-saving and tide*serving» as if 
hie were to get it in gude earnest^-Kyf whilk 
there is sma^ appearance, unless the Maa« 
ter' learns mair the wa3rs of this warld, 
whilk. it is^mdckle to be doubted that b^ 
never willj • 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Why AoMt T<m fi» mnm^^^wb^ stMOl to di#iUi4l 
Thoi« eiDb«% Ike stars ks9» tbe fimameBt -cssl .'rr* 
Tis tbe fir»-filiower of cuiny all dreadful] j driven 
From thine eyrie, that beacons the darkness of Heaven» 

CjutimtLu 

Tab efrciMDsta&ms annoupced. in ths 
»>iicki8ton cyf the last cbafiter^ mtt aceouBt 
for the ready and oheerfui recefrtion of the 
Marquis of A— ~- and the Master ts£ Ba^ 
▼eiiBwood in the vilbge of WottVhope. In 
fiicty Caldb had no sooner annoanced the 
conftigration of the tower, liuui the whole 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to exttn^ 
guisfa the flames. And although that zealous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimi^ng 
the formidable contents of the subterranean 
apartments, yet the check only turned their 
assiduity into another direction. Never 
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Inuillierelieen such sbugliteiiog of <:apQns, 
:aiid £U; gMwR^ and bam-ddcnr fbwk^^-^nevier 
stidi boiliiig of reested hams^-^aever such 
making 'oi*c«'»cakes and simeet scones, Sel* 
Idffk Ji>aanacks^ GocJ^fift, and petticoaUtails, 
delicacies little known to the present jgom 
neratitfi. Never had tbcise been «ach a 
tapping jof barreiSi "and such uncoridng of 
^ey-beanis, in the viHage of Wolf's-hope* 
All the inferior houses were thrown open 
for 4fae reception of the Marquis's depend- 
ants, who <cam^ k was tiiought, as precur- 
aors of the shower of pre&rmeat, wiiicli 
hereafter wab to lea^ the rest of Scotland 
diy, in order to distil its rich dews on 
the village of Wdrs«.hope mider laimseei. 
saoor. The ministw pat in his claiia to 
have the guests of distinction lodged at 
the M^nse, having \m eye, it was thought, 
Dpon a neighbouring preferment, wiiere 
the incttuibent was sickly ; but Mr Balder^ 
stone destined that honour to the cooper^ 
kis wife, and wife's mother^ who danced for 
joy at the preference thus assigned them. * 
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Many a beck and many a baw» welciMMl 
these fioUe guoto to as good entei^Qaas^t 
as persons of such a rank could set bcftue 
such visitors ; and the oid dame^ who had 
formerly lived in Ravenswood Castle, and 
k9ew^ as she said^ the irays of the nobilil^y 
was no ways wanthig iaaiwngiAg«naMjBin» 
as well as circumstances permitted^ accord* 
ing to the etiquette of the -times. The 
cooper's house was so roomy, tliat . each 
guest hdd bis separate retiring room, to 
whidi they were ushered with all due pens^ 
mony, while the plentiful sapper was in the 
act of being placed upon the table* 

Ravenswood no sooner found himself 
alone, than, impelled by a thousand feel- 
ings^ he Ifft the apartment, the houses and 
the village^ and hastily retraced his steps 
to the brow of the hill,! which rpse betwixt 
the vill^ige, and screened it from the tower, 
in order to view the final fall of the house 
of his fatl^rs. Some idle boys from the 
hanilet. hftd t^^ the same, direction out 
of curiosity, having first, witnessed the ar* 

11 
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rival of the coach-and-six and it{i attend- 
ants! As tfaey ran one by one past the 
Master, caUing to eac6 other to ** come 
amd see the auh) tower blaw up in the Hit 
like the peelings of an ingan,** he could 
tH}t but feel himself moved with indigna- 
*tJon; ^ <<- Arid these aire the sons of my fa- 
ther's vassals," he said—** of men bound, 
both by law' and gratitude^ to follow our/ 
^teps^ through battle, and fire, and flood ; 
and now the destruction of their liege- 
lord's house is but a -holiday's sight to 
them!" 

These exasperating reflections were part- 
ly expressed in the acrimony with which he 
ekclaimed, on feelkighrihself pulled by the 
cloak,—** What do ye want, ye dog?" 
• ** I am a dog, and an auld dog too," an- 
swered Caleb, for it WMhe who had taken 
the freedom, — ^*« and I am like to get a 
dog's wages — but it does ndt signification 
a pinch of sneeshing, for I am ower auld a 
dog to learn new tricks^ or to fbllow a new 
master." 



As lie ^poke, E^vc^Hwood alMp^d ^ 
ridge <^ t}^ kiH &o\n whi<;h Wfiff's Qmg 
WBM visible } >tbe ftames had entirely smH^ 
dowD» and to bis grent iittirprise> ithece vb9 
4XBly a dinky jreddenifig epoa 'the qloods 
imoiediatelyoveF tbe KiasUe, \Mhi^»seeaied 
jtbe reflecUcm of jtbe reoibws of iUie supkev 
€fe« 

<< The place eaimot bftye blown up,^ 
itad.the Mastery << .^^ muit have be^id 
ibe ceportH-if a^qutcter qf the gunpowd^ 
mBB there yon tdl ine ef» iitwQu^ b»¥« 
been heard twenty miles off.^ 
. << It's very like it wad;" said Balderstcne^ 
<«emposedly. 

<< Then the fice e«an4)t hw^ reMbed tJie 
vaults ■ ■ " 

<< It's lijke no/' answcored Calebs with the 
same impenetrable, gi^vity« 

<« Har4^ ye» Caleb," said his master, 
** diis grows a little too qwch for my pa- 
tience. I must go and etamine how mat* 
teffs stand at Wolfs Cf ag jay3elf/* 
. <^ Your honour is ganging to gang nae 
sic gate^"* said Caleb, firmly* 
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** Aod why not ?^ said Ravenswood, 
sharply ; ^^ who or what shall prevent 

** Even I mysel," said Caleb, with the 
fame detenninatton. 

«• Yon, Balderstone !** replied the Mas- 
teti ^ yott are forgetting yourself, I think." 

** But I think no/' said Balderstone; 
** for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
:tie on this know-head as weel as if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a 
kippage, and expose yoursel before the 
weans, or before the Marquis, when ye 
gang down bye." 

•• Speak out, you old fool,** replied his 
master, *^ and let me know the best and 
the worst at once." 

^ On, the best and warst is just that the 
tower is standing hail and fear, as safe and 
M empty as when ye left it.** 

^< Indeed !— and the fire ?" said Ravens- 
wood. 

" Not a glecd of fire, then, except the 
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bit kindling peat, and maybe a spimk in 
Myste's cutty-pipe," replied Caleb. 

** But the flame ?" demanded Raviens^ 
wood ; ^* the broad blaze which might bive 
been seen ten miles ofl^wbat occalsioned 
thatf 

** flout awa ! it's an auld saving andi a 
true,— 

Little's the light 

Will be seen far in a mirk night 

A wbeen fern and horse litter that I fired 
in the court-yard, after sending back 4be 
loun of a footman ; andt to ^>eak Heaven's 
truth, the next time that ye send or bring 
ony body here, let them be gentles alien- 
arly, without ony fremd servants, like that 
chield Lgckhard^ to be gMging and glee* 
ing about, and looking upon the wrang 
side of ane's housekeeping, to the discredit 
of the family, and forcing ane to damn 
their souls wi' telling a6 lee after another 
faster than I can count them-— I wad rather 
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set fire Co the tower in gude earaect, and 
burn it ower my aio head into the bargaillt 
^ I see tte £unily (&hotioured in the 
BOttr 

^* Upon my word^ I am infinitely obliged 
by the proposal Caleb," said his tnasteft 
scar4:;e able to restrain his laughter^ thoiigh 
rather angry at the same time. ** But the 
gunpowder ?-— is there such a thing in the 
tovy^er ?-^the^ Marquis seemed to know of 
it" 

<< Th^ pcHitiiar—ba ! ha ] ha l*r-tbe Mar- 
quis — ha ! ha ! ha P' replied Caleb ; ^* i£ 
your honour were to brain me<» I behooved 
to laugh— the Marquis — the pouther-— was 
it there ? ay, it was there. Did be ken 
o't ?— my certie ! the Marquis^ kenn'd b^t, 
and it was the best of the game ; for, 
when I couidna pacify your honour wi' a' 
that I could say, I aye threw out a word 
mair about the gunpouther, and garr'd the 
Marquis tak the job in his ain hand." 

^' But you have not answered my ques* 
iion," said the Master impatiently j *• how 
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came the powder there, and where is it 
now ?" 

*• Ou, it came there, an ye manti needs 
ken/' said Caleb, looking mysteriously, and 
whispering, " when tliere was like to be a 
wee bit rising here ; and the Marquis, and 
a' the great lords of the north, were a' in 
it, and mbny a gudely gun and broadsword 
were ferried ower frae Dunkirk forbye the 
poather — ^awfu' wark we had getting them 
into the tower under cloud o' night, for ye 
maun think it wasna every body could be 
trusted wi' "sae kittle jobs— But if ye wffl 
gae hame to your supper, I will tell you a* 
about it as ye gang down/' 

*« And these wretched boys,*' said Ra- 
venswood, '• is it your pleasure they are td 
sit there all night, to wait for the blowing 
up of a tower that is not even on fire ?^ 

" Surely not, if it is your honour's plea- 
sure that they suld gang hame ; although,^ 
added Caleb, '* it wadna do them a grain's 
damage — ;they wad screigh less the next 



THfi BRIBE 07 LAMMBRMOOR. 498 

day» and sleep the soander at e'en — ^But 
just as your honour likes^" 

Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
ins who manned the knoUs near which they 
stood, Caleb informed them, in an authori* 
tative tone, that their Honours Lord Ra« 
venswood and the Marquis of A - ■' had 
given orders that the tower was not to 
blow up till next day at noon. The bgys 
dispersed upon this comfortable assurance. 
One or two^ however, followed Caleb far 
aore iskforfiaAtion, paitiaularly the urchin 
wkMoi he had cheated while officiating as 
turnspit^ who^ screamied^. ^' Mv Balderstone ! 
Mr Balderstone I tii^athe castle'sgane out 
lijce an auld wifefs spunk I" 

•* To be sure it is, c^llant," said the Butr 
It^ ; <^ do ye thinik the castle of as great a 
h»d as Losd Ravenswood wad continue in 
a bleesQy and him standing looking on wi' 
his ain very een? — It's aye right," conti- 
nued Caleb, shaking off his ragged page» 
and closiog in to bis master, '* to train up 
weaas^ as the wise man ^ays^ in the way 
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they should go, and aboon a*^ to teftch them 
respect to their superiors.** 

" But all this while, Caleb, you have lic- 
ver told me what becaofie of the arms and 
powder/* said Ravenswood. 

«« Why, as for the arms,** said Calebs « il 
was just like the bairns* rhyme — i. 

' Some gaed esat, and aome gaed west^. . , i 
And some gaed to tbe craw's nest ;' 

And for the pouther, I e'en changed it, «l 
occasion served, with the skippers o* Duteh 
luggers and French vessels, for gin and bran& 
dy, and it served the house mony a year — A 
gude swap too, between what cfaeereth the 
soul of man and that which dingeth it cleaA 
out of the body ; fcjrby e, 1 keepit a wheen 
pounds of it for yoursell when ye wanted 
to take the pleasure o' shooting^ wHHes;, 
in these latter days, I wad hardly hae 
kenn*d else whar to get pouther for your 
pleasure. And now that your anger is 
ower, sir, wasna that weel managed o* m^ 
and arena ye far better sorted doun yonder 
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tbftn ye could hae been in your ain auld 
ruins up bye yonder, as the case s^lands wi' 
VLB now ? — the mair's the pity.*' 

" I believe you may be right, Caleb ; 
but, before burning down my castle, either 
in jest or in earnest," said Ravenswood, •* I 
I think I had a right to be in the secret." 

" Fie for shame, your honour !" replied 
Caleb f ^^ it fits an auld carle like me weel 
eneugh to tell lees for the credit of the fa- 
milyt but it wadna beseem the like o* your 
honour's sell ; besides, young folk are no ju« 
dicious— -they cannot make the maist of a 
bit figment Now this fire — for a fire it sail 
be, if I suld burn the auld stable to make it 
mair feasible — this fire, besides that it will 
be an excuse for asking ony thing we want 
through the country, or douo at the haven 
—this fire will settle mony things on an 
honourable footing for the family's credit, 
that cost me telling twenty daily lees to a 
wheen idle chaps and queans, and, what's 
waur, without gaining credence/' 
■ *«^ That was hard indeed, Caleb j but I 
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do not see flow this fire should help your 
veracity or your credit.'* 

" There it is now/* said Caleb j " wasna 
I saying that young foik had a green judge- 
ment ? — How suld it help me, quotha ? — ^it 
will be a creditable apology for the honour 
of the family for this score of years to come^ 
if it is weel guided. Where's the family pic- 
tures ? says ae meddling body — ^the great 
fire at Wolf's Crag, answers I. Where's the 
family plate ? says another---the great fire^ 
says I ; wha was to think of plate when 
life and limb were in danger ?-— Where's the 
wardrobe and the linens ? — where's the 
tapestries and the decorements? — ^beds of 
state, twilts, pands and testors^ nis^ry and 
broidered work ? — The fire— the fire — the 
fire. Guide the fire weel, and it will serve 
ye for a' that ye suld have and have not — 
and, in some sort, a gude excuse is better 
than the things themselves; for they maun 
crack and wear out, and be consumed by 
time, whereas a gude offcome, prudently 
And creditably bandied, may serve a noble- 
man and his family. Lord kens how lang !** . 
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Ravenswood was too well acquainted 
with his Butler's pertinacity and self-opi* 
nion, to dispute the point with him any 
further. Leaving Caleb, therefore, to tlie 
enjoyment of his own successful ingenuity, 
he returned to the hamlet, where he found 
the Marquis and the good women of the 
mansion under some anxiety — the former 
on account of his absence, the others for 
the discredit their cookery might sustain 
by the delay of the supper. All were now 
at ease, and heard with pleasure that the 
fire at the castle had burned out of itself 
without reaching the vaults, which was the 
only information that Ravenswood thought 
it proper to give in public concerning the 
event of his Butler's stratagem. 

They sat down to an excellent supper. 
No invitation could prevail on Mr and Mrs 
Girder, even in their own house, to sit 
down at table with guests of such high qua- 
lity. They reniained standing in the apart- 
ment, and acted the part of respectful and 
careful attendants on the company. Such 
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were the manners of the time. The elder 
dame, eonfid^it through her age and con* 
nection with the Ravenswood family, was 
less scrupulously ceremonious. She played 
a mixed part betwixt that of the faostdss 
of an inn, and the mistress of a private 
house, who receives guests above her own 
degree. She recommended, and even press* 
ed what she thought best, and was herself 
easily entreated to take a moderate share of 
the good cheer, in order to encourage' her 
guests by her own example. Often she id* 

• 

terrupted herself, to express her regret that 
«* my Lord did not eat — that the Master 
was pyking a bare bane — that, to be sure, 
there was naething there fit to siet before 
iheir honours— that Lord Allan, rest hia 
saul, used to like a pouthered guse, and 
said it was Latin for a tass o' brandy — that 
ihe brandy came frae Fi'ance dit'ect j for,' 
for a' the English laws and gaugers, the 
Wolfshope brigs hadna forgotten the gate 
to Dunkirk." 
Here the coo^r admonished his mothet-* 
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ibIslw with his elbow, which procured him 
the following special notice in the progress 
of her speech. 

'< Ye needna be dunshin that gate, John,!' 
continued the old lady; " naebody says 
that ye ken whar the brandy comes from ; 
and it wadna be fitting ye should, and you 
the queen's cooper ; and what signifies't," 
continued she, addressing Lord. Ravens- 
wood, '^ to king, queen, or keiser, whar an 
auld wife like me buys her pickle sneeshin* 
or her drap brandy- wine, to haud her heart 
up?* 

• Having thus extricated herself from.hejp 
supposed false step, D^me Lou p-the- dyke 
proceeded, during the rest of the evening, 
to supply, with great animation, and yevyt 
Iktle assistancQ from herguests, the fpndf 
necessary for the support of the conversa-i 
tion, until, declining any further circula'^ 
tion of their glass, her guests requested heR 
permission to retire to their apartments. 

The Marquis occupied the chamber o£ 
d»S| wbidi» in eyery^house above the ritnk;: 
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of a mere cottage, was kept sacred for such 
high occasions as the present. The modeni 
finishing with plaister was then unknown^ 
and tapestry was confined to the houses of« 
thetiobiiity and superior gentry. The coop- 
er» therefore, who was a man of scmie va- 
nity, as well as some wealth, had imitated the 
fashion observed by the inferior landhold^ 
ers and clergy, who usually garnished their 
state apartments with hangings c^ a Sj^rt of 
stamped leather, manufactured in the Ne* 
therlands, garnished with trees and animals 
executed in copper foil, and with many a 
pithy sentence of morality, which, although 
couched in Low Dutch, were perhaps as 
much attended to in practice as if written 
in broad Scotch^ The whole had some* 
what of a gloomy aspect ; but the fire, 
composed of old pitch^barrel staves, Uazed 
merrily up the chimnsey ; the bed was de« 
corated with linen of most fresh and daz* 
zling whiteness^ which had never before 
been used, and might, perhaps, have never 
been used at aU, but for tjm high oceasiOQ* 
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On the toilette be&ide, stood an old-fashioiK 
ed mirror, in a fiUagree frame, part of the 
dispersed finery of the neighbouring castle^ 
It was flanked by a long- necked bottle of 
Florence wine, by which stood a glass near- 
ly as tall, resembling in shape that which 
Teniers usually places in the hands of his 
own poitrait, when he paints himself as 
mingling in the revels of a country village. 
To counterbalance those foreign centinels, 
therp mounted guard on the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders, of Scotti^ 
lineage ; a jug, namely, of double ale, 
which held a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
bicker of ivory and «bony^ hooped with sil- 
ver, the work of John Girder's own hands^ 
and the pride of his heart. Besides these 
preparations again&t . thirst, there was a 
goodly diet-loaf, or sweet cake j so that, 
with such auxiliaries, the apartment seem^ 
ed victualled against a st^e of two, or three 
days. 

It only romaina to say, that the Marquis's 
valet was in atteadance, displaying his masr 
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ter's brocaded night-gown, and ncbly em^ 
broidered Velvet cajp, lined and faced with 
Brussels lace, upon a huge leathern easy 
chair, wheeled round so as to have the full 
advantage of the comfortable fire which we 
have already mentioned. We therefore 
commit that eminent person to his night's 
repose, trusting he profited by the amplfc 
preparations made for his accommoda- 
tion, — preparations which we have men- 
tioned in detail, as illustrative of ancient 
Scottish manners. 

; It is not necessary we should b^ equally 
minute in describing the sleeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravenswood, which was 
that usually occupied by the goodman and 
goodwife themselves. It was comfortably 
faungwith a sort of warm- coloured worsted^ 
manufactured in Scotland,^ approaching in 
texture to what is tiow called shaloon. A 
staring picture of John Girder himself or* 
namented this dormitory, painted by a staN 
ving Frenchman, who bad, God knows 
how or why, strolled over from Rushing 
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or Dunkirk to WolPs-hope in a smuggling 
dogger. The features were, indeed, those of 
the stubborn, opinionative, yet sensible ar- 
tizaUi but Monsieur had contrived to throw 
a French grace into the look and manner, 
so utterly inconsistent with the dogged 
gravity of the original, that it was impossi- 
ble to look at it without laughing. John 
and his family, however, piqued themselves 
not a little upon this picture, and were pro- 
portionably censured by the neighbour- 
hood, who pronounced that the cooper, 
in sitting for the same, and yet more in 
presuming to hang it up in his bed-chamber, 
had exceeded his privilege as the richest 
man of the village ; at once step^ beyond thfe 
bounds of his own rank, and encroached 
iipon those of the superior orders ; and, in 
fine, had been guilty of a very over-ween- 
ing act of vanity and presumption. Re- 
ipect for the memory of my deceased friend, 
Mr Richard Tinto, has obliged me to treat 
this matter at some length j but I spare the 
reader his pi^olix, though curious observai- 
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tions, as well upon the character of the 
French schopl, as upon the state of paint- 
ing in Scotland, at the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. 

The other preparations of the Master's 
sleeping apartment, were similar to those 
in the chamber of dais. 

At the usual early hour of that period, the 
Marquis of A ■ and his kinsman prepared 
to resume their journey. This could not be 
done without an ample breakfast, in which 
cold meat and hot meat, and oatmeal flum- 
notery, wine and spirits, and milk varied by 
every possible mode of preparation, evince4 
the same desire to do honour to their guests, 
which had been shewn by the hoppitable 
owners of the mansion upon the evening 
l}efore» All the bustle of preparation for 
departure now resounded through WolTs- 
bope. There was paying of bills and sha- 
king of hands, and saddling of horses^ and 
harnessing of carriages, and distributing erf* 
drink-money. The Marquis left a broad 
piece for the gratification of John Cvdefa 
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household, which he» the said John, was 
for some time disposed to convert to his 
own use; Dingwall the wri|;er assuring 
him he was justified in so doing, seeing he 
was the disburser of those expences which 
were the occasion of the gratification* But» 
notwithstanding this legal authority, John 
could not find in his heart to dim the sfden^ 
dour of his late hospitality, by pocketting 
any thing in the nature of a gratuity* H« 
only assured his menials he would consider 
them as a damned ungrateful pack, if they 
bought a gill of brandy elsewhere than out 
of his own stores ; and as the drink*money 
was likely to go to its Legitimate, use,, he 
comforted himself that, in this manner, the 
Marquis's donative would„ without any im-^ 
peachment of credit and character, comt^ 
ultimately into his own exclusive posses^ 
sion. 

While arrangements were .making for 
departure, Ravenswood made blythe the 
heart of his ancient butler, by informing 
bim* cautiously however, for he knew Ca- 
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leb's warmth of imaginatioD, of the probable 
change which was about to takie place in 
his fortunes. He deposited with Balder** 
8tone» at the same time, the greater part of 
his slender funds, with an assurance which 
he was obliged to reiterate more than once, 
that be himself had sufficient supplies iii 
certain prospect* He, therefore, enjoined 
(3aleb, as he valued his favour, to desist from 
all further manoeuvres against the inhabibi 
ants ot Wolf s-hope, their cellars, poultry, 
yards, and substance whatsoever. In this 
prohibition, the old domestic acquiesced 
more readily than his master expected. 

^^ It was doubtless,*' he said, << a shame, 
IS discredit, and a sin, to harry the puir 
creatures, when the family were in circum- 
stances to live honourably on their ain 
means; and there might be wisdom/'^he 
said, ^ in giving them a whiles breathtng^ 
time,^ at any rate, that they might be the 
more readily brought forwards uponr his 
honour*s future occasions;*' 

This matter being settled^ and havitig 
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taken an afRscttonate farewell of his old do- 
mestic, the Master rgoined his noble rela« 
ttve» who was now ready to enter his car- 
riage. The two landladies, old and yoang» 
in ^1 kindly greeting, stood simpering at 
the door of their house, as the coach and 
six, followed by its train of clattering horse- 
men, thundered out of the village. John 
Girder also stood upon hia threshold, nov!^ 
Icoking at his honoured right hand, which 
had been so lately shaken by a marquis and 
a lord, and now giving a ^nee into the 'm- 

* 

terior of his mansion, which manifested all 
the disarray of the late revel, as if balan- 
cing the distinction which he had attained 
with the expences of the entertainment. 

At length he opened his oracular jaws. 
*< Let every man and woman here set about 
their ain business, as if there was nae sic 
thing as marquis or master, duke or drake» 
laird or lord, in this world. Let the house 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, and if 
there is ony thing totally uneatable, let it 
be gien to the puir folk ; and gudemother 
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aad wife, I hae just ae thiog to entreat ye, 
that ye will never speak to me a aii^le 
word, good or bad, aoent a' this oomense 
wafk,bttt keep a' your cracks about it to 
yourseUs and your kioMtei^ for my head 
is weel nigh dui^ donnart wi' it already.'' 
As John's authority was tolemUy abso- 
lute, all departed to their usual occupations, 
leaWng him to build eaatles ia the air, if he 
bad a mind, upon the court ^Surour wihkh 
be had acquired by the expenditure of hia 
worUHy subatanee. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Wkj, now 1 hare Dame Fortune by the forelock, 
And if the Mtpe9 my grasps the fault is jnine'; 
He that hath buffetted with stem adversity. 
Best knows to shape his course to fayouring breeies. 

OldPhy. 

OvsL travellers reached Edinburgh with- 
out any farther adventure, and the Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood, as had been previously 
settled, took up his abode >;nth his noble 
friend. 

In the mean time, the political crisis 
which bad been expected, took place, and 
the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 
councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as- 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or consequences. 
Suffice it to say, that it affected the diffe- 
rent political parties according to the na- 
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tare of their priDciples, In £nglaiid» many 
of the High Charch party, with Harley, af- 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their head, af- 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the Jacobites, and, on that account, ob- 
tained thedenominationof Whimsicats. Hie 
Scottish High Church party, on the con- 
trary, or, as th^ termed themselves, the 
Cavaliers, were more consistent, if not so 
prudent, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to call- 
ing to the throne» upon the queen's demise, 
her brother, the Chevalier St George, 
Those who had sufiered in his service, now 
entertamed the most unreasonable, hopes, 
not only of indemnification, but of venge- 
ance upon their political adversaries^ while 
families attached to the Whig interest) saw 
nothing before them but a renewal of the 
hardships they had undergone during the 
reigns of Charles the Second and his bro« 
ther, and a retaliation of the confiscations 
which had been inflicted upon the Jacobites 
during that of King William. 

10 
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But tbe most alarmed at the change of sys- 
tem, was that prudential set of persons, soiQe 
of whom are found in all governments, bxkt 
who abound in a provincial administration 
like that of Scotland during tbe period, and 
who are what Cromwell called waiters upon 
providence, or, in other words, uniform ad- 
herents to the party who are uppermost. 
Many of these hastened to read their recan- 
tation to tbe Marquis of A ; and, as 

it was easily seen, that he took a deep in- 
terest in tbe affairs of bis kinsman, the 
Master of Ravenswood, they were the first 
to suggest measures for retrieving at least 
a part of his property, and for restoring 
him in blood against his father's attainder. 
Old Lord Turntippet professed to be 
one of the most anxious for the success of 
tbe3e measures ; for '* it grieved him to 
the very saul," he said, ** to see so brave a 
young gentleman, of sic auld and undoubt- 
ed nobility, and, what was mair than a' 
that, a bluid relation of the Marquis of 
A—*—, the man whom,'- he swore, «« he 
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honoured most Upon the face of the yearth> 
1>rought to so severe a pa^s. For his aih puir 
-peculiar/* as be said, ^* and to contribute 
something ta the rehabttation of sae aiild 
aoe house," the saidTumtippct sent in three 
fiuttfly pictures lapking the frames, and six 
bigh-backed chairs, with worked Turkey 
cushions, having the crest of Ravenswood 
broidered thereon, without charging a pen- 
ny ^her of the principal or interest they 
bad cost him, when he bought them, six- 
teen years beftnre, at a roup of the furni- 
ture of Lord Ravenswood's lodgings in the 
CSianongate, 

Much more to Ix>rd Turntippet's dismay 
than to his surprise, although he affected to 
feel more of the latter than the former, the 
Marquis received his gift very drily, and ob- 
^lerved, that his lordship's restitution, if he 
expected it to be received by the Master of 
•Ravenswood and his friends, must compre- 
hend a pretty large farm, which having been 
mortgaged to Tumtippet for a very inade- 

6 



qittte sttin^ he Itad ooQtiived» . during tiie 
eoufiistoii 1^ the family a£btra^ and l^ 
laeam well . undecatood by the lawyers of 
that periled, to acqwre to hkeadf io abM- 
lute profserty.! 

The old time-serving lord winced exeeik 
mvdy under this requisition, protesting to 
Godt that he saw &o ooeasion the lad could 
have for Abe instant posaessioti oi the laod^ 
ae^g he would doubtless now recover the 
bulk of bis estote ftmxt Sir WiUiaiB Asl^n, 
|o which te was ready to contribute by every 
neansi in his power, as was just and reaacHi- 
aUej and finally declaxing, that he was 
willmg to. settle the land on the young gen- 
tleman, after his ofwn natural demise* 

But all these excuses availed nothings 
and he was eempdled ttf dttgoige the prou 
poty » on receiving badk the sufn for which 
it had beei^ snostgaged. Having no other 
menns of making peace with the higher 
pomets, he returned home aonowful and 
malcontent complainii^ to his ecffifttents^ 

VOL. II. o 
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^ that eve^ mutatioQ or change in the dtate 
had hitherto been productive of some sma' 
advantage to him in his ain quiet affairs ( 
but that the preisedt had (pize upon it!) cost 
him one of the best pen-feathers o' his 
wing.*' 

Similar Measures were threatetied against 
othersi who had profited by the wreck of 
the fortune of Ravens wood | and Sir William 
Ashton, in pattkular, was menaced with 
a parliametit^ reversal of the judicial sen^ 
tences under which he held the Castle and 
Barony of Ravenswood* With him» how*, 
ever/ the Master^ as well for Lucy's sake 
sis on account of the hospitality he had re^ 
ceived ftota him/ felt himself under the 
necessity of proceeding with great caddoun 
He wrote to the late Lord^Keeper^ for he 
no longer held that cxffice, stating frankly 
the engagement which existed between 
him and Miss Ashton^^ requesting his per- 
mission for their union, and assuring him of 
his wiUingness to put the settlement of all 



J 



THE BlUDE OP LAMBUBMOOR* 815 

matters between tiiem upon such a footr 
ing, as Sir William himseli* should think 
fiivourable. 

The same mesaeoger was charged with a 
letter, to Lady AsbtoD, deprecating any 
cause of displeasure which the Master 
'^ might unintentionally have given ber> en- 
larging upon his attachment to Miss Ash- 
toQ, and the length to which it bad pro- 
ceedtd, and conjuring the lady, as a Dou- 
glas in nature as well as in namCi gene- 
xQusly to forget ancient prejudices and mis- 
understandings ; and to believe that the 
family had acquired a friend, and she her- 
self a respectful and attached bumbie ser- 
vant» in him who subscribed himself Edgar, 
Master of Ravenswood. 

A third letter Ravenswood addressed 
to Lucy, and the messenger was instruct- 
ed to find some secret and aecure means 
of delivering it into her own hands. It 
contained the strongest protestations of con- 
tinued affection, and dwelt, upon the ap- 
proaching change of the writer's fortunes 
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as chiefly valoabie, by tending to rotiove 
the impediments to their union« He tek^ 
ted the steps he had taken to overcome the 
prejudices of her parents, imd especiaily of 
her mother, and expressed bis hope they 
might prove effectual* If not, he still 
trusted that his absence from Sklotlnd iipoa 
an important and honourable mssion might 
give time for prejudices to dje^Miray ; ^Idbt 
he hoped and trusted Miss Asbtori*»iCQtt^ 
stancy» on which he had tbe^most implicit 
reliance, would baiBe any effort th«t might 
be used to divert her attacfamest* Nkaik 
more there was, which, however intereib- 
ing to the lovers themselves, would afibtd 
vthe reader neither interest nor inforamtacm. 
To each of these three^ letters the Master 
of Ravenswood received an answer, bat by 
different means of conveyance, and 'ccxtaiii- 
ly couched in very different 4sityles. 

Lady Asht<m answered his letter by his 
own messenger, who was not' allowed to 
riemain at Ravenswood a moment iooger 
than she was engaged in: pcnniag tbeso 
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Sir 



liocB.; *' For the hand of Mr Ravenswood of 
Wolffs Crftg, these : 



** Sift, UKKNOWKt ^ 

** I have received a letter, signed Ed^ar, 
If aster of Ravenswood, concerning the wri^ 
ter whereof I am uncertain, seeing that the 
honours of such a family were forfeited for 
high treason 'in the person of Allan, late 
Lord Ravenswood. Sir, if you shall happen 
to be the person so subscribing yourself, 
you wiH please to know, that I claim the full 
interest of* a parent in Miss Luey Asliton, 
which I have disposed of irrevocably in be* 
half of a worthy person. And, sir, were this 
otherwise, I would not listen to a proposal 
from you, or any of your house, seeing their 
hand has been uniformly held up against 
the freedom of the sutigect, and the immuni. 
ties of God's kiric.^ Sir, it is not a fitghter- 
ing blitsk of prosperity which can change 
my constant opinion in this regard, seeing 
it has been my lot before now, . like holy 
Davidt to see the wicked great in power^ 

OS 
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apd iaurisliiiig like a gratt fanyttreei 
vertheleas I passed, and thesr wm ttDt, ted 
tbe place thereof knew them no more. 
Wishing you to lay l^beae 'things *t)i yow 
hmrt fcr your ^wn take, so far i»l they 
spy coBoero you, I pray y«Nt <» tafeo'iMs^ 
iaitfaer notiaeef her, who^drntu^waumBL' 
ygw uakmomm aetvatt^ 

^' JMAneAdtrr I>oo«.M, 
^^'^theniiae Ji«iiimi4* 

( Ahout two chiyt» after he 4wMi rtoetvad 
this v^fy MiaatiaiaiQtoay «ptitle,'lho Master 
of 'Bavenawood,' irhHe ^wafting ikp the 
Bigh^ftreet of / Edinbuigfa, was- jostled fay 
a person, in whoaa, a» tbe muk psiltAfoS 
his hot to make an apiriogy , be 'reaogniJEed . 
Loekhard, the confidential donramo oi*8tr 
William Ashton. * The man bowed* ndipt a 
letteir into bta band, and dittappenred. The 
packet contained ibur dose* wfttteai folios, 
^twa which, however, as is^aomettmes tn- 
oidcait to the eompo^oos o£great lawyers^ 
Mttle could bo eoMracted^^ecoepttngttkai 
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tbe-wfHer fekrUiMsl£ m a i«ry piisriiiig: 
pMdioanieDt. 

Six WiUi«» . iflfoke at ileagfeht irf; .Mil 
b%h valtteiMidrrtijMd lariiis^i^^ 
frieai» the MMtMrr^nf ^RairaMwoodi iWoA 
of :bii verjr tsir^ma high >mki6'! mid x»»^ 

dear old friend i~^be tmstfidr tlmbaiiy 0Ma« 
aires ithat^ they anight, adoftt in -^fvhich he 
was coocftrnad^ wcnildbe carried on wttb 
duerc^rd to the flancitty of decfeats, and 
j«^:aieat8 obtaiaed mJbrQMmimiimo;; epro- 
tastiogi before tmenaod aogeli^ fthatif tbe 
hm of Sootbad^ as dai^faired ta har «itait 
biiahedi oourte, ii^are to uadaigo' a renrei»yi 
ID any papular aaaembly^: the tvils. mhkh 
would itbenee^artte to the puidici would 
iaiict a greater . wound ^ upon his. hea&*t»' 
than any loss he aodgbt faiaiself.austaift 
by such irregular. proceeitettgSi. He fioa* 
rifihed muoh o&: generosity and ioigiye* 
Bess of mutual injuries^ mm! hinted .at the 
BMHtahility of ^hiinHai taffiiirflr ^always favouf* 

ite-^fcopies instil tbawaater party 'm^^itk»^ 
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He pathetically Idubented, and gently cen- 
6iired» the haste which had been used in de* 
priving him ofhis situation of Lord Keep*- 
er, which ;hi8 experience had< enabled him 
to fill : with sme adyantage to tlie* public, 
without so much as giving him ^ oppcntu- 
aity 'of ^[pk^ing how far his own views of 
geaenyi po&tics'miglit essentiiiny differ from 
&ose now in power. ' - He was * con?inced 
tiie Mar<]pits of A—-— had as sincere in^ 
tentions towards the public* as himself or 
any roan ; a^d if, upon a conference, they 
could have agreed upon the measures by 
which it was to be pursued, his experience 
and Ihs interest should have gone to sup- 
port tl^ present administration. Upon the 
engagement betwixt Ravenswood and his 
daughter, he spoke in a dry and confused 
manner. He regretted so premature a step 
as the engagement of the young people 
should have been taken, and conjured the 
Master to remember he had never givea 
any encouragemeait ther^intp ; ^and obseiw 
ved, tiiat, as a transaction wter minores. 



and without coacuit^oci of ]»is'4Miglrtei?ft 
oatural curators, the eB|gag«mQnt was ioept^ 
and vwd in law. This j^roeipitaie xDeaamre^ 
he added, had produced a veiy bad effect; 
Ufon Lady Ashtou's nupdi 'whidi ;it waft 
impossible at preseot to ieini»ve# Her sqb^ 
Colouel Douglas Ashton, hadeoihraccd 
her prejudices in their fullest esitent^ and 
it was impo^ible for Sir WilliMU to ^adi^pfe 
a course d^agreeable to them, without a fa* 
tal aud irrecoQoileable braaoh in jhis fi«ii>» 
ly ; which was not at pre^nt toi be thMtgfat 
of. Time, the great phyuciaiab kevboptd 
would mend all. 

In a postscript. Sir Williaia «afii soae*> 
tbtAg more explicitly, that rather thsa the 
law of Scotland should austein a ^sevece 
wound through his. aides^ : by la^^diamea^ 
|sry reversal oi the judgment of hec^«i« 
preme courts, in ^the^ oasa cMf the llanmjF 
of RaveiMsiwood, he hiniself wouL± estifa* 
judicially consent to ^cansidraabte jacri« 
fices. 

J'noinuJIUuey, A«faton,jby aomeittukrowi 

a 
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eonveyance, the Master received the foli, 
lowing lines :— ". I received your's, but it 
was at the utmost risk ; do not attempt to 
write again till better times* I am sore be- 
set» but J will be true to my word, while 
the exercise of my reason is vouchsafed to 
me. That you are happy and prosperous is 
some consolation, Mid my situation requires 
it alL" The note Was signed L« A. 

This letter filled Ravenswood with the 
most lively alarm« He made many at« 
tempt^ notwithstanding her probibHion, 
to convey letters to Miss Ashton, and even 
to obtain an interview ; but his attempts 
were frustrated, and he bad only the mor*- 
t^ation to learn tliat anxious and effect 
tual precauticms had been taken to pre* 
vent the possibifity <^ their correspondence^ 
The Master was. more distressed by thes« 
circumstances, as it became impessifaSe to 
dday his departure from Scotland, upon 
the important mission which bad be^i coii? 
fided*to him. . Before his departure^ he pot 
Sir William Aditon's letter into the hands 
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•f the Marquis of A— —-9 who observed 
with a smile, that Sir William's day of grace 
was past, and that he feftd now to learii 
which side of the hedge the sun had got to. 
It was with the^greatest difficulty that lUu 
venswood extorted from the Marquis a 
promise, that he would compromise the 
proceecKngs in parliament, providing Sir 
William should be disposed to acquiesce 
in a unibn between him and Lucy Ashton. 

^^ I would hardly," said the Marquis, 
** consent to your throwing away your 
birth-right in this manner, were I not per- 
fectly confident that Lady Ashton, or Lady 
Douglas, or whatever she calls herself, will, 
as Scotchmen say, keep her threep; and 
that her husband darc^inot contradict her.'' 

*« But yet," said the Master, " I trust 
your Grace will consider my engagement 
as sacred." 

*« Believe my word of honour," said the 
Marquis, ^* I would be a friend even to 
you r follies ; and having thus told you my 
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bpinioDf I will efideavour, a$ occasion of- 
ftrsy to serve you according to your own.*^ 
The Matter «! Raveo8W€|od eould but 
thank lisa generous kinsman and patron^ 
and leave faifli firil power to act in all his 
affiurpi He depattod from Scotland upon 
ids ffln^siont which, it was supposed, migbt 
detam him upon the eontinent for some 



£V0 Qw rm^vwrn «bcom>« 



1^ 




Edikbcfbgh : 
Fifet^ hyJttma BaUintyne & Co. 



-- *— ~- ' .. - - ill -^ 




^ 



■•►-.■jK 



i 



% 







